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LETTER. 



Dbpartmbnt of Common Schools, > 

Harrtsburg, January 10, 1860. ) 

To His Excellency, William F. Packbk, 

Governor of Ptnmtylvania : 

iSiK : — in pursuance of the act of Assembly, 1 have the honor herewith to 
deliver to you the twenty-sixth annual report of the Superintendent of Com- 
mou Schools. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

HENRY C. HICKOK, 

Sup*i (Common Schools, 
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REPORT. 



To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania : 

Gentlembn : — The statistical tables, for the past year, indicate the steady 
development, and prosperous condition of the school system. 

Number of Schools. 

Whole number of schools in the State, exclusive of Philadelphia. . 11^485 

Increase over last year ■• 203 

Increase over 1854 ^^ • • 1^298 

Number reported as yet required 523 

Number in Philadelphia, not reported. 

Length of School Term. 

Average length of time the schools have been open, 5 months and 9 days, 
against 5 months 7i days last year. 

Number of Teachers. 

Whole number of teachers, exclusive of Philadelphia • 13^058 

Increase over last year • • .«.• 230 

Increase over 1854 • • • « ..•.•.^ 1^091 

Male teachers ■«•.•••• 8^352 

Male teachers in Philadelphia 79 

^ 8,431 

Female teachers 4,706 

Female teachers in Philadelphia .^ • . . . . • 934 

5,ti40 



Total for the State 14,071 



Teachers^ Salaries. 

Average salaries of male teachers per month $24 36 

Increase per month over last year • 11 

Increase per month over 1854 •..• . . . •.... .••••••• 4 05 

Average salaries of female teachers per month. 17 79 

Increase per month over last year 57 

Increase per month over 1854 . • .•• .•.* • • •.« 4 9S 

Average aalasies in Philadelphia not reported. 
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JVttmfter of Scholars. 

Whole number of pupils in the common schools, exclusive of Phila- 
delphia 575,257 

Increase over last year ^ -, 5,371 

Increase over 1854- • 86,559 

Including Philadelphia, (59,394,) the total is 634,651 

Average Cost of Instruction. 

Average cost of teaching each scholar per month, including only 

teachers' wages, fuel and contingencies ..•••« 53 cts. 

Which is the same as last year. 

Increase over 1854 • • 9 cts. 

Including building expenses, rents, repairs, &;c., the average cost for 

each pupil is •••••■ • •••••• ...^ 69 cts. 

An increase per scholar per month of ^ •••.•»•• 4 cts. 

Building Expenses^ Rents, Repairs, Sfc. 

Amount expended for purchasing ground, building school 

houses, renting, repairing, &c • «...«4 $531,413 85 

Increase over last year 77,070 32 

Increase over 1854 274,677 93 

Tuition, Fuel and Contingencies. 

Amount expended for tuition, fuel and contingencies, exclusive 

of Philadelphia 1,571,880 43 

Increase over last year • 83,216 80 

Increase over 1854 542,074 76 

Including the total expenditures in Philadelphia, for all pur- 
poses, for the year ending December 31, 1858, as per report 
of the Board of Controllers, ($475,781 49,) the amount for 

the State is 2,047,66 1 92 

Adding the ^^building expenses," the total for the year is. . . . 2,579,075 77 

Average Rate of Local Taxation* 

Average number of mills on the dollar levied for school pur- 

poses t 5.53 

Average number of mills on the dollar levied for building pur- 
poses, 80 far as reported 3.17 

A decrease was expected in the average salaries of teachers, and the length 
of the school term. But the disposition sometimes manifested, under the 
severe pressure of the times, to economize at the expense of the schools, 
seems not to have developed itself to so great an extent as was feared at 
the begiuning of the year. That the workings of the system have been fully 
sustained in these two particulars, with an improving estimate of the ser- 
vices of female teachers, may very properly be regarded, under the circum. 
stances, as satisfactory and encouraging. 

It is earnestly to be hoped, however, that at no very remote period the 
average salaries of the instructors of our youth will be, at least, equal to 
the compensation of brakesmen on railroadB| workmen about mw mills, or 
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laborers on the highways ; and the school term extended so as to give some- 
thing like permanent employment, generally, to the members of an estab- 
lished profession, instead of a precarious support to itinerant school-mas- 
ters. 

The work of education, under whatever auspices, always requires a large 
expenditure of time, and effort, and money. The common schools are no 
exception to the rule, although less costly by far than any others. The very 
low average taxation and cost of instruction exhibited by the tables, are siiea 
as could not justly be complained of by the most parsimonious. But while 
consoling to the prudent and thrifty tax-payer, as well as to the short-sighted, 
who mistakenly regard school money as an end instead of a beneficent affent, 
they at the same time speak loudly to the hopeful, progressive friends of the 
cause, of means that are inadequate to the momentous results yet to be ac- 
complished, and plead irresistibly for the more rapid development of oar 
liberal and expansive educational policy. 

Occasional Statistics. 

The *' special statistics" heretofore given, are not again presented, except 
from a few counties, not before reported fully. The principal objects had m 
view have been already subserved in a great measure, and for the future the 
collation of these statistics every third year, will doubtless be sufficient for 
all practical purposes. 

The local management of the schools not being every where fully satis- 
factory, interrogatories were appended to the district blanks, calling upon 
the respective boards of directors for brief statements with regard to the 
monthly visitation of the schools, the selection of text books, and the number, 
condition, &c., of the school houses. This was done to obtain authentic in- 
formation upon these points from the proper official sources; to call the atten- 
tion of directors to the wants of the schools as connected with a few of the 
most important duties enjoined upon them by law; and thus encourage, if 
possible, a more faithful and systematic administration of the system, in 
those districts where omissions may have unfortunately occurred. 

From a large number of districts the replies have been very full and satis? 
factory; from some none were received, and from others the returns have 
been meagre and imperfect, either from a want of the precise information, an 
unwillingness to reveal the exact condition of things, or an apprehension that 
the State appropriation might be thereby endangered. Enough, however, ha« 
been learned from the answers filed, and from other sources, to confirm the 
propriety of the experiment. The collated results are as follows: 



1. Text Books, 



. t 



There are in the State, at present, 1784 school districts; of this number, 
1,071 districts are reported as having selected and in use a series of text booke 
as enjoined by the 25th section of the general school law. 

In 44 districts they have been selected, but have not yet been introduced. . 

In 207 districts they have been selected, and partially introduced. 

In 269 districts no selection has been made. 

And from \^Z districts no report has been received upon this subject. 
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2. Directors^ School Vinla. 

In 889 districts, the Board of Directors are reported as having visited all 
the schools, " by one or more of their number," once a month, as required by 
the fourth paragraph of the 23d section of the school law. 

In 72 districts, the schools have been visited once a month by the Secretary 
ot the Board as District Superintendent, under the iostructioBs and forms 
from the School Department. 

in 455 districts, the schools have been visited occasionally by directors. 
In 132 districts, directors do not visit the schools at all; 
And 232 districts have made no report on this point. 

3. School Houses, 

In 1,027 districts, all the school houses are reported to be comfortable and 
fit for their uses. 

In 345 districts, a majority of the houses are reported to be fit for their in- 
tended uses. 

In 62 districts, a majority of the houses are reported to be unfit. 

In 115 districts, all the houses are reported to be unfit; 

And 235 districts make no report. 

The directors of 94 districts report that they have too many school houses. 

In 348 districts, they have too few; 

And the remaining districts either have a sufficient number, or are silent 
upon the subject. 

The aggregate value of the school buildings, with their grounds and fur- 
niture, will perhaps amount to dve millions of dollars, as near as can be esti- 
mated from the incomplete returns. 

The foregoing statements reveal great wants yet to be supplied ; but in 
contrast with the condition of the system as it was known to be five years 
ago, they furnish cheering evidences of reform and progress. That the 
school houses should be comfortable, uniformity of text books established, 
and the schools regularly visited in so many districts, indicates an amount of 
patriotic zeal and fidelity to duty, in this most important office of School 
Director, that dry figures can but faintly represent, and that merits the most 
earnest and hearty commendation. Of the neglected districts, it is not ne- 
cessary to speak in detail at this time. The negative figures given tell their 
own story, and fully explain the inefficiency of the common schools in the 
districts which they represent. 

The interrogatories referred to, have been again submitted to directors, in 
the hope of getting replies from all the districts ; and it is believed the effort 
will be successful. Assurances have been received from many quarters, that 
the neglected duties, thus pointed out, will be more faithfully performed here- 
after ; and that the expected returns will present a fuller and more favorable 
exhibit than that now first published. At the close of the school year, the 
officer then in charge of the Department will have at his command, more re- 
liable data for the computation of the working results of the system. 
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STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Since the last annual report from this Department, the Lancaster County 
Normal school, located at Miller8ville,*has been officially recognized as the 
State Normal school for the second district, under the provisions of '' An Act 
to provide for the due training of teachers for the common schools of the 
State," approved the 20th day of May, 1857, and the supplement thereto, up- 
proved the 14th day of April, 1859. 

The official proceedings upon that occasion, will be found in the appendix 
to this report ; also some detailed information in regard to the character and 
management of the institution ; together with an able exposition of the schopl 
policy of the State, by Dr. Burrowes. 

The only embarrassing provisions of the law, were the prices of tuition 
fixed, and the number of schools required to enable the act to go into open- 
tion. These were removed by the opportune passage of the supplement at 
the last session of the Legislature. And now, at this early period, the Nor- 
mal school plan of the State, colossal as are its proportions, has proved itself 
to be practical in its character, and available for the present, as well as the 
future necessities of the Commonwealth. Every feature in the plan has been 
tested in the crucible of experience ; and in the ripe fullness of develop* 
ment required by the law, this county training school for teachers, without 
disturbance to other parts of the system, and with scarcely any interruption 
to the ordinary routine of its operations, has quietly changed its legal style, 
assimilated its functions to the organized life of the system of which it is the 
crowning feature, and taken its rightful position as a permanent State institu- 
tion* 

That Pennsylvania has, at last, after so many fruitless efibrts in other di- 
rections, and so much of hope deferred, secured one of the first wants of her 
system of education, is certainly cause for profound rejoicing and congratu- 
lations ; moderated somewhat, however, by the reflection that it has cost the 
State nothing, and receives nothing from this rich and powerful Common- 
wealth in return for the large public benefits it will confer, except the security 
of vebted rights in the normal district to which it bel^og^, and the authority 
given to its diplomas in all parts of the State. 

4 

All the departments and details of the school, its comprehensive course of 
study, its methods of teaching, its faculty and facilities for instruction, the 
self-sustaining family system of government, the co-education of the sexes, 
the arrangements for boarding the students in the institution, and other leading 
features, most of which are peculiar, received not only the formal official ap- 
proval, but warm personal commendation of the distinguished gentlemen who 
officiated as inspectors. 

The members of the Senate and House of Representatives are respectfully 
invited to visit this school at some convenient period during the session of 
the Legislature, and carefully examine it throughout. It is the first under the 
act. It is second in importance to none of the great public institutions which 
adorn the Commonwealth. It will have much to do, by the force of its exam*. . 
pie, in sustaining the act, and moulding its operations in other districts ; and 
the belief is confidently entertained that ocular demonstration will remove all 
doubts that may still exist with regard to Normal schools, and the duty of 
the legislative authorities towards them. 
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To the eminent professional abilities and force of character of the princi- 
pal of the school, J. P. Wickersham, A. M., are the public mainly indebted for 
the success of this gigantic experiment. One of its most interesting features 
ii the model school, in which the teaoher'Students practice the art, after hav- 
ing studied the theory of teaching. The proper adjustment of this peculiar 
Jincy proved to be a task of no inconsiderable difficulty, and was a source 
more solicitude to the principal than any other part of the machinery. 

The model schools of Massachusetts proved unsuccessful ; none of those 
visited by Prof. Wickersham in other States and the Canadas were considered 
entirely satisfactory ; and for a time, grave doubts existed in his mind as to 
the practicability of model schools in connection with Normal school training. 
The plan now in operation at Millersville was at length devised by him, and 
has been entirely successful in all respects. As it is one of the vital points 
in the workings of the Normal school, a few details may not be inappropriate 
here. 

The Modef School. 

The model school room is fifty feet by forty, with single desks for one 
hundred children of different ages ; four recitation rooms, with one thousand 
two hundred feet of blaipk-board surface ; a private room for the principal of 
the model school ; and suitable apparatus to illustrate the studies pursued. 
The branches taught are the alphabet, pronunciation, spelling, reading, writing, 
drawing, vocaI music, geography, grammar, arithmetic, and the history of the 
United States. There are about thirty class recitations daily. The classifica- 
tion, government and general management of the school are under the direc- 
tion of the principal of the model school, who remains all the time in the 
school room, except when business calls him to one of the recitation rooms. 

The graduating class of the Normal school, and such other students of the 
scientific and classical courses as desire to obtain the teachers' diploma, be- 
come the faculty of the model school and do its teaching. The members of 
the senior class in the Normal school, having reached the class by a due 
course of study, and attended the course of lectures by the principal of the 
Normal school, on the theory of teaching, take their place as a class and do 
the teaching of the model school. All the members of the class attend the 
•opening exercises of the model school, after which, during the day, each 
student- teacher has such recitations, and at such times as suits the necessi- 
ties of the school. At present, they teach, each, one hour per day, and in 
that time hear two classes. These are changed every month with the view 
of giving more general practice. Mutual visitations take place among 'the 
student-teachers before the changes take place, in order to harmonize their 
methods. 

The principal of the Normal school spends two days each week in the 
model school, for the purpose of witnessing the methods of teaching, and the 
skill with which they are applied. The student-teachers meet the principal 
of the Normal school on each alternate day for a class recitation in the prac- 
tice of teaching. The order of exercises at their meetings is as follows : 
^^ First. Inquiries OB the part of the student-teachers in reference to points of 
difficulty in teaching; Second. Remarks by the principal upon the observa- 
tions made in his visits; Third. Methods of teaching each branch of study, 
considered in detail, and with respect to the principles upon which all true 
methods must be founded." 
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The recitations of the student-teachers in the model school, are so arranged 
that they do not take place while the senior class is engaged in the model 
school. 

The following are the advantages of a model school, conducted upon this 
plan: 

** 1st. A high degree of class- interest is created on the part of the student* 
teachers. 2d. The recitation of the student- teachers to the principal, gives 
point and system to their teaching. 3d. iSuch watchful inspection guards 
both the interests of the student- teachers and their pupils. 4th. The pupils 
in the model school are well taught, and are not subject to the experiments 
of the ignorant or untrained. 5th. It secures six months to the student- 
teacher, in which to practice the art of teaching. 6th. The members of the 
class engaged in teaching, do not lose any recitations in the Normal school.'' 

• 

The present senior class is one of unusual promise. When they graduate 
in April next, the rich first fruits of our first State Normal school, will be 
such as to challenge the severest scrutiny of the most captious and unbeliev- 
ing opponent of special Normal training for teachers. One of the most at- 
tractive and convincing performances during the official inspection, was the 
teaching done by this senior class in the model school. If they and their sue- 
cessors, when they receive their State diplomas, go out, with devoted loyalty 
of purpose, into the famishing common schools that need their services, and 
^gerly await their coming, such revolutions will be made in the communities 
where they may locate, as will, in the outcome, amply reward their labors, 
and lift the public schools, under their charge, to the level of undisputed 
superiority. 

FUTUEB PoUCY. 

The recognition of the first Normal school under the act, secures, amongst 
others, the following points : 

1. An example for the study and guidance of other Normal school districts, 
without the risk and expense, on their part, of untried experiments. 

2. A source for the supply of thoroughly trained teachers for the common 
schools. 

3. A State standard for the professional qualifications of teachers. 

4. State certificates not only to graduates, but to common school teacherf 
of the required experience, who may be able to pass a successful examination* 

The favorable influence of these few settled propositions, will be felt to the 
remotest limits of the Commonwealth. 

Our Normal school system having now been happily inaugurated, its pre- 
servation intact, and its extension to other districts, become questions of the 
first importance. It has often seemed strange that it should require so much 
of effort and argument, appeal and illustration, to vindicate with the publie 
at large, the self-evident principles on which the common schools are based, 
and by the light of which they should be conducted. This surprise, however, 
is greatly lessened by the discovery of the chaos of opinion that seems to be 
prevalent amongst leading educational men in and out of the State, with re- 
gard to equally self-evident propositions connected with Normal instruction. 
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and the orcranizatioQ and management of Normal schools. But, through the 
midst of cloudy theories and prolonged conflicts of interest, Pennsylvania has 
hravely worked her way into the clear light of demonstrated principles, and 
it needs now but a little firmness and fostering liberality on the part of her 
re^onsible authorities to make what has already been secured progressive and 
perpetual. 

No modification of the essential features of our great Normal system are 
advised. On the contrary, it is earnestly recommended that the requirements 
of the act be firmly maintained In their integrity, and that no Normal school 
be recognized as a State institution, except in pursuance of the thorough and 
impartial inspection now required under the act. This is alike justice and 
sound policy. 

To protect the Normal school system, and aid its development in other dis- 
tricts, and to provide, at the same time, for imperious current wants of the 
common schools, two things, in the opinion of the undersigned, are necessary : 
Firi;t — that appropriations be made to State Normal schools. Second — that 
teachers^ county institutes be recognized by law, and aided by a small appro- 
priation from the public Treasury. The money, in the one case, to be paid 
only when the schools have been recognized and in full operation, as here- 
tofore recommended by the Governor; and in the other to be used exclusively 
to procure suitable instructors for the institutes. 

The Normal school districts are about equal in population, (200,000,) but 
Hot equal in wealth. There is scarcely one of them, however, where much 
interest is taken in school afiairs, in which, by proper efiTort in canvassing 
the difilerent counties, sufiScient money could not, after a time, be realized by 
small subscriptions of stock ; yet, as a general rule, the weight of the enter- 
prise must rest upon a few in the neighborhood where the school is to be lo- 
cated. A contingent appropriation of ten thousand dollars would soon deter- 
mine what districts would be likely to make successful eflTorts under the act. 
No safer investment could be made, for the State has everything to gain and 
nothing to lose, by such an arrangement. 

TBikCH£Rs' Institutes. 

Still there are many promising sections of the State where, from the want 
of unity of purpose, suitable^ teaching mind to head the movement, or because 

Sublic sentiment is not yet prepared to move in this direction, the wants of 
le schools require appliances of a more diflTusive and immediately available 
character. Those appliances are teachers^ institutes. They are second, and 
second only, in importance to State Normal schools. No one, familiar with 
their operations, when rightly conducted, can have any doubt as to their 
vital importance to the system, and their benificent influence upon teachers 
and public sentiment. 

Thus far, in this State, they have been purely voluntary, and have been suc- 
cessful in proportion to their means, material and management. In some 
Counties, none have been held; in others, they have been attended by various 
degrees of success — from feebleness and failure, to the very highest efficiency 
and usefulness. In some few prominent counties, after years of preparatory 
effort, with frequent assistance from abroad, with leading professional and 
other minds at home to aid and direct, institutes have become wholly self- 
tustaining, and furnish proud examples for imitation wherever circumstaneea 
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will permit. Bat exceptions are not rules ; the counties and their resources 
are not equal ; and to expect as much of the backward as of the most favored 
eoanties, without the previous training and liberal advantages the latter have 
enjoyed, is both illogical and unjust* 

Teachers, aided by their superintendents, have certainly made noble efforts 
in their own behalf. Yet in a majority of the counties it is undeniable that 
institutes have not been uniformly as well directed and efficient as th^ 
should be; and in many where a measurable degree of success has beea 
achieved, the pecuniary burthen upon teachers has been onerous. They ara 
anxious to improve themselves; they seek professional light and guidance: 
they desire and need, from whatever quarter, the presence of instructors of 
higher attainments and larger experience than themselves; not to supplant or 
overshadow, but to aid and elevate them; and have freely contributed of theif 
•lender means to pay for their services. But when it takes a full month'f 
iakry out of a four or five month's school term, to sustain the annual institute 
of a week, and the wages paid by directors do not keep pace with the ex- 
pense and the improvement, these efforts become more or less discouraging^ 
The State being as much benefitted by institutes, through the consequent 
improvement in the schools, as teachers themselves, the impression has ex- 
tensively prevailed, and still exists in full force, that the State should lend 
some slight assistance to these movements. 

The views heretofore expressed oflioially upon this point, have undergone 
no change. On the contrary, every year's experience and personal observa** 
tioB of the condition and wants of the system in all parts of the State, have 
bat strengthened and confirmed first impressions. Nearly the whole teach* 
ing force of the State is changed about once in six years, though the pro* 
fession wilt become permanent in proportion to the inducements held out. 
This large amount of new material should be reached, stimulated, vivified, 
by legally authorized and properly endowed institutes. The assertion is ven- 
tured here with unhesitating confidence, that an appropriation at the rate of 
fifty to one hundred dollars per county, judiciously applied to institutes, 
would, for a few years to come, do more for the improvement of the mass 
of the teachers, than an equal sum of money applied in any other way. It 
will, also, by satisfying an acknowledged want, avert demands for State Nor- 
mal schools of less calibre and cost than the one noW recognized, and at 
the same time do very much to prepare the way for the requisite supply of 
schools under the terms of the act. The repeated recommendations from this 
Department, in this behalf, in former years, are again earnestly commended 
to your favorable consideration. 

District or township institutes fill a measure of local usefulness that can* 
BOt well be over-estimated. If they were recognized by law, as suitable 
apfencies for the improvement of teachers and scholars, some honest, bat 
iDConvenient prejudices would be at once removed in many localities. 

OTHsa Normal Movekbnts. 

In October last a pressing invitation was accepted to visit the Normel 
Mheol at Edinboro', Erie county, in the twelfth Normal district. The trns-* 
trees commenced with a village academy, but the passage of the Normal 
act, prompted them to higher aims. They have the buildings and grounds 
called for in the act, except one boarding house for 150 students, which is 
yet to be erected. The buildings are painted white, and present a tastefni 
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fthd imposing appearance. There i« a school of one handred children on the 
first floor of the chapel huiiding, partly in use as a model school ; and one 
hundred students of both sexes in the Normal school, under the care of the 

Jrincipal, and one lady assistant, as instructors. The establishment has cost 
15,000, of which a portion is debt ; and it will require $6,000 more to complete 
it for recognition, and from $1,000 to $4,000 more to furnish a library, appa- 
ratus, &c. — making the whole cost $25,000. The buildings are frame, wea- 
ther-boarded, and wood is the only fuel. The total cost of the Millersville 
school is $60,000; but the buildings are of brick, roofed with slate, and 
warmed by furnaces in the cellars, and this, in connection with the difference 
in the price of land and of labor, accounts for the difference in the cost of the 
two institutions. The proprietors of the Edinboro' school are men of mod* 
erate means, and have exhibited great nerve and public spirit in what they 
have attempted and accomplished. They have been hindered by the hard 
times, and the uncertainty that prevailed, until last spring, with regard to the 
ultimate fate of the Normal act. They are now making efforts to complete 
their arrangements. The position of this school illustrates the benefits that 
would be derived from a contingent appropriation to Normal schools. 

There are other private schools of a normal character scattered over the 
Slate, but no direct information has been received with regard to any move- 
ment under the act. 

Provision not having been heretofore made to carry out all the details of 
the normal act, an appropriation will be necessary to defray the expenses of 
the lnspector$> of the State Normal School of the second district ; also, to 
pay for advertising the recognition of the school in the several counties of 
the district, as required by law; and to procure the necessary blanks for tha 
State certificates, to be granted to the students who graduate as teachers. 

SCHOOL SUPERVISION. 

Next to its teaching force, and means of support, an indispensable requisite 
to the full success of any public system of education, is, close and efficient 
supervision. 

This fundamental truth finds many forcible illustrations in our own expe- 
rience; beginning with the strong contrast in the condition of the school 
^stem before and since the act of 1854, and confirmed by the local fluctua- 
tions in its prosperity since the date of that enactment. 

Districts with good directors one year, and negligent directors the next, 
feel the difilerence like a change from positive to negative electricity. Bo- 
roughs could be named in which the proper grading of the schools by in- 
telligent and energetic school boards, with no transfers of pupils permitted 
from the lower to the higher grades, except upon merit, after an impartial 
examination, has, in a single term, so elevated the character of the schools, 
as to attract pupils from abroad ; yet the very next year, unfortunate changes 
in the board, carelessness in the selection of teachers, the transfer of pupils, 
and oversight of the schools, has, in a great measure, disorganized them 
before the term was half over, and made them as unpopular as they were 
before acceptable. 

The accession to office of an efficient and acceptable County Superintendent 
in place of one of an opposite character, is soon felt in its happy influence 
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upon the schools, and upon public sentiment ; whilst the selection of an ob- 
noxious officer, in a county that had been previously well administered, 
proves damaging and disastrous. 

The State Superintendent of Illinois, in his last biennial report to the Legisla- 
ture, expresses the opinion that Pennsylvania has the ^< best system of school 
supervision in any State in the Union," and in confirmation of that fact, recom- 
mends the creation of the office of County Superintendent in place of a part of 
their present school machinery. This is but one of many similar testimonials 
that could be cited, showing the estimate placed upon our school system in 
other States. ' 

Our own public understand better than formerly that such estimates are 
just and true, and are more disposed to do justice to one of the most impor- 
tant agencies ever introduced inio the workings of the system, and to which 
belongs the credit of the vast change for the better that has been made in our 
educational prospects in the last few years. 

The county superintendency has been successful in exact proportion to the 
fitness and fidelity of the ofiicer, modified, in some instances, by the inade- 
quate compensation paid, or the persistent want of co-operation on the part 
of directors. But with all the inequality of results, the $38,840 of annual 
salaries to sixty-four County Superintendents, has been a good investment for 
the State. The office has been worth vastly more in the aggregate than it 
has cost. Aside from other permanent benetits conferred through a thousand 
lesser channels of influence, it has given us our first State Normal school, and 
without it we shall not soon have another, nor can the prosperity of the one 
be maintained at its highest level. A three months' institute, held by the 
County Superintendent in an unfinished academy building at Millersville, to 
drill his teachers, suggested the idea of a permanent Normal school at that 
places and from this incidental beginning, one step after another, in the midst 
of many discouragements, has led to results in the shape of the State training 
school for teachers, that are of incalculable value. 

Suggested Improvements. 

The office has been embarrassed by inequalities of territory and compensa- 
tion that could not heretofore be adjusted. But the proper time seems to 
have at length arrived to cure some existing defects, and make the system 
more uniformly efficient. 

When its duties are properly performed, it is the hardest worked office 
under the government, except in a few of the smaller counties; and in 
the larger counties — which have generally been amongst the best admin- 
istered — the labors imposed are excessive, and sometimes severely try 
the -courage of the most faithful and devoted superintendents. The indo- 
lent are, of course, the first to become untrue to their trust. The an- 
nual examination of from four to eight hundred tea«hers, and the visita- 
tion, mostly during inclement portions of the year, of from two hundred 
to four hundred and fifty schools, scattered over a territory of from eight to 
twelve hundred square miles, not always of the smoothest topography, 
besides holding institutes and addressing public meetings, presents a pro- 
gramme of operations from which the most exacting opponent of the system 
would shrink in dismay. Yet none of the duties enjoined by law can be re- 
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linquished, but their range should rather be enlarged than otherwise. But as 
at present constituted the friends of the system feel that in the larger counties 
too much is imposed upon one man ; and opponents inconsiderately find fault 
with the best directed efforts, because every item of duty in such* cases is not 
performed with rigorous punctuality. No apology is here intended for inten- 
tional neglect of duty or that arising from indifference; for the moment a 
County Superintendent discovers that he is unwilling or unable to attempt a 
full and faithful performance of duty, according to the letter and spirit of the 
law, he should at once vacate the office, or be displaced. The office was cre- 
ated for the public, and not individual benefit. 

Some Superintendents have, at times, and with great advantage Xq all con- 
cerned, employed and paid one or more of their best teachers to aid in the 
examinations, or visit schools. It is respectfully recommended that this 
practice be sanctioned and regulated by law, as the best means of meeting 
the difficulty. In New York, the State is divided into districts with about 
one hundred and twenty-five schools, and a school commissioner for each dis- 
trict; but this plan cuts up the counties and isolates the different portions, and 
is objectionable on that ground. There is needed with us from one to three 
assistants in the large counties, according to their size and the amount of la- 
bor to be performed. The only difficulty is in providing for their compensa- 
tion. But, as they may not be needed all the time, and active, ambitious 
teachers could always be found willing to try a short term of service, the 
additional expense is not an insurmountable objection. 

It would be advisable, also, to fix the salaries of County Superintendents by 
law, as in the case of associate judges, in order to remove that fruitful source 
of difficulty and dissatisfaction from the tri-ennial conventions of directors — 
leaving to them the single duty of electing the superintendent. If this can- 
not conveniently be done, authority might be given to adjust them by com- 
putation according to some given standard ; as, for instance, the number of 
schools and number of square miles in the county, or such other data as 
would best approximate the labor to be performed and expense incurred. 
And if no better arrangement be practicable, the correction of extreme errors, 
either way, in the salaries voted in convention, should be authorized. 

With an approximate equalization of duties and compensation, and explicit 
authority to make removals from office for any lack of fitness or fidelitVi the 
office would at once attain a degree of efficiency and usefulness in all the 
counties, that has not hitherto been attainable. 

Third Election of Superintendents. 

On the first Monday in May next, the tri-ennial conventions will assemble 
for the third time to elect County Superintendents. The office and its duties 
are now better understood than formerly. Since the first election a race of 
energetic and progressive practical teachers has come upon the stage of 
action — to whom, and not to disabled, inert, or unsuccessful members of 
other professions, the office properly belongs ; and with due caution and a 
desire to secure the fittest men, there can be little difficulty in making proper 
selections, and slight danger of mistake. 

Removal of Superintendents. 

The power conferred upon the State Superintendent by the 46th section of 
the general school law, to remove County Superintendents from office, having 
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been virtually abrogated by the decision of the Supreme Court, in the case 
of Field vs. the Commonwealth, 8th Casey's Eeports, page 478, it becomes 
necessary to refer the matter to the Legislature. The case originated in the 
removal of Mr. Krewson, Superintendent of Schuylkill county. The sylla- 
bus of the case will be found in its appropriate place in the appendix. The 
elaborate opinion of the court, and ihe cogent dissenting opinion of the Chief 
Justice, are too voluminous for re-publication. 

It was formerlj' the impression that the action of the State Superintendent 
in such cases could not be reviewed by a county jury, nor re-examined in 
the form of proceeding now established by the court. Hence, under the 
pleadings in the case, the question of power only was presented, and the case 
turned mainly upon the form of the notice of removal; the occurrences and 
correspondence which preceded it, and upon which it was based, not being 
then the subject of judicial investigation. 

An attempt has since been made to dispose of the case, in literal compli- 
ance with the directions of the court. A hearing was had at the Department, 
running througti two days, in which the party on trial was represented by 
eminent counsel, and the defence conducted with the technical precision of a 
court of law. Questions were raised that, under the decision, cannot be 
finally disposed of in the Department. Amongst other points, it was object- 
ed that the school system being the creature of the statute. County Superin- 
tendents, under the letter of the law, are independent officers of the system; 
and aiiide from the distribution of the district blanks, are not subject to instruc- 
tions from the State Superintendent, under the section prescribing his duties 
and powers, nor amenable to him for disregarding them, even when the result 
of complaints from aggrieved parties; that under the decision of the court in 
this case, the State Superintendent, in cases of removal, is exclusively a judge, 
and not the executive head of the system, and cannot be both judge and ac- 
cuser; that he cannot, of his own motion, take official cognizance of any delin- 
quency on the part of County Superintendents, nor prefer charges nor cite them 
for trial himself; and in the case of complaints from third persons, the "hear- 
ing" spoken of by the court must be a "judicial" hearing, and only testimony 
that would be competent in a court of law can be received. 

These objections, if valid, paralyze the general administration of the system, 
as the decision itself has already crippled its workings. But whatever may be 
their ultimate fate, they are not less plausible — if the law is to receive a strict 
construction — than the propositions already sustained by the court. But for 
more than twenty years the standing rule in this Department, in all cases of 
reasonable doubt, has been to give the school law "a liberal construction in 
favor of the system;" and it is difficult to understand how the system can be 
successfully administered upon any other principle. The act gives only the 
naked power of removal, without any auxiliary process whatever; the Super- 
intendent has to deal with parties in remote parts of the Commonwealth; and 
teachers and directors can seldom appear at the Department in person. The 
decision of the court is positive and obligatory, but what may be its exact 
scope and limits, must be left to the future to determine. 

The points raised will be pressed to the last point of resistance, and the 
radical difficulty lies here: — as soon as a removal is made, no matter how 
meritorious in the official judgment of the State Superintendent, his decision 
as to what constitutes "neglect of duty" or "incompetency" is at once tra- 
versed, and as soon as an appointment is made to fill the vacancy, the displaced 
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officer procures a writ of quo warranto against his successor, who is an inno- 
cent party in the transaction, the State Superintendent heing the responsible 
party, though not upon the record. A jury trial is had, and the case goes to 
the Supreme Court upon writ of error, for final decision or reversal. But, in 
the first place, this Department is not provided with funds for such purposes, 
and a special appropriation at once becomes necessary to enable the State 
Superintendent to employ counsel, and defray the expenses of this protracted 
and costly litigation. And, in the next place, if this be arranged, and a denial 
of justice to teachers on account of their limited pecuniary resources be thus 
prevented, it will, under ordinary circumstances, require from six to twelve 
months or more to get a decision from the Supreme Court, and during all 
that long period there would be two persons claiming the office and the salary, 
and neither directors, teachers or State Superintendent able to tell which is 
the legal officer; and beside the confusion in school affairs, the county be kept 
in a state of constant excitement by the adherents of the respective parties, and 
the uncertainty of their conflicting claims — a condition of things so intolera- 
ble, and so illy calculated to commend the school system to public favor, that it 
has been deemed the better policy to submit the matter to the Legislature. 

The power of removal should either be conclusive, or not conferred at 
all. Under existing circumstances it is a nullity. The presumption of law 
is against the State Superintendent and his prerogative, and instead of a re- 
moval being a remedy for grievances, it is but the beginning of others that 
are worse. Instead of the State Superintendent being the responsible au- 
thority apparently designated in the act, he is merely an intermediate agent 
to inaugurate proceedings that must be finally passed upon by other tribunals, 
of whose views and action he can only form a conjectural opinion. And if 
he should be obliged to make two or more removals in the same year, the 
state of affiiirs would be still more embarrassing. 

A financial difficulty, growing out of this case, remains to be adjusted. 
Mr. Krewson claims the salary from the date of his removal until his restora- 
tion by the Supreme Court, and has refused the whole, unless that be in- 
cluded. William A. Field, Esq., who held the commission by appointment, 
was paid to the beginning of the quarter immediately preceding the decision of 
the court. It is understood that the Auditor General refuses to recognize Mr. 
Krewson's claim for that period, unless authorized by the Legislature. Mr. 
Field performed all the duties of the office, under circumstances of great 
difficulty, until displaced by the court. He was appointed because of his 
fitness for the post, without solicitation on his part, or any previous know- 
ledge that a vacancy was to be made, or his services invoked; and while 
in service, proved himself to be a competent and most valuable officer. — 
There is certainly a strong equity in his case, and authority is asked to 
pay him in full, and to adjust Mr. Krewson's unsettled claim. 

It is proper to state here, for the public information, that, in making ap- 
pointments to fill vacancies in the office of County Superintendent, qualifica- 
tions are the guiding rule of action, without regard to partizan or other irrele- 
vant considerations. The record of appointments, numbering more than fifty 
in the last five years, will amply vindicate the independent policy of the De- 
partment in this respect. 

KuRAL Graded Schools. 

A rural graded school has been established, and in successful operation, in 
Allegheny district, Armstrong county; Penn district, Berks county; Wells 
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district, Fulton county ; East Donegal district, Lancaster county ; and Jen- 
kens district, Luzerne county ; most of them in the face of much prejudice 
and misapprehension. In Washingtonville, Montour county, advanced pupils 
from all parts of the township are received into the higher grade, equally 
with those from the immediate vicinity, thus securing a central township 
high school. Others have, perhaps, been established, but they have not been 
reported to the Department. 

Movements, in this direction, were officially recommended more than 
twenty years ago. These instances are highly important illustrations of the 
design and tendencies of the system, and deserve honorable mention here 
upon their own merits, and as incentives to similar action elsewhere. 

The State Capital. 

Great improvement has been made in the school afiairs of Harrisburg during 
the last few years, especially in buildings and furniture ; and the work is 
steadily progressing by "regular sieges." The two wards have not been 
consolidated under the second section of the act of 1854, but it is probable 
that, at no very distant period, that important point will be reached, and its 
advantages realized. If the citizens of the place — who are warmly in favor 
of the school system in the abstract — were conscious of the exact wants of 
the schools, and the measures necessary to perfect them, public opinion 
would not only cheerfully sustain the progressive policy of the directors, but 
would cordially urge the consummation of their sagacious plans for the 
future, at an earlier day than now seems practicable. 

Misdirected Education. 

In some of the rural districts directors persist, regardless of complaints 
and remonstrance, in keeping the schools open seven and eight hours a day, 
often with only a short intermission at noon, and the school houses not al- 
ways properly furnished and ventilated. The practice apparently originates 
in an unconsciousness of the radical diflference between mental and manual 
labor; and the belief that if, for instance, a robust wood-chopper can swing 
his axe all day without injury, the brain-work of growing children can be 
adjusted to a similar standard. 

These errors of unlettered ignorance find their counter-part in more en- 
lightened communities, in the forcing system of tuition still too often encoun- 
tered in both public and private schools in our commercial metropolis, and some 
of our interior cities and large towns. Mistaking knowledge for education, this 
unfortunate system brings its hydraulic pressure to bear with remorseless 
cruelty upon the immature intellects of pupils in early youth or dawning 
womanhood, with a catalogue of text-books and studies that might astonish 
a university ; and is prolific in superficial attainments, or feeble health, 
broken (Constitutions and premature graves, that are ignorantly, but not the 
less falsely nnd^ irreverently charged to "a mysteiious Providence," instead 
of inexcusable violations of the physical laws of our being, so obvious and 
palpable, that he who runs may read. In its immediate application and ulti- 
mate results, the policy referred to is an outrage upon humanity, and a crime 
against society. Teachers deplore it, pupils sink under it, medical authorities 
denounce it, cemeteries and insane asylums are replenished by it, but private 
interests and a misguided public opinion permit, as yet, no adequate reform. 
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The opinion seems to prevail that because hard-lieaded lawyers, or ener- 
getic merchants, in the maturity of a vigorous manhood, can bend their ut- 
most powers of mind, early and late, to their respective pursuits during term- 
time or the spring sales, the same fierce intensity of prolonged mental appli- 
cation is proper for children and youth, and can safely be exacted of them ; 
and thus the period of life that should be one of genial culture, and the gra- 
dual, natural, healthful development of the whole being, becomes one of pain- 
ful sacrifice and misdirected self-destroying effort. 

Primary Instrdction. 

The popular notions are sadly at fault with regard to the true character and 
objects of primary instruction, the qualifications of the teacher, and the proper 
methods for developing and training the juvenile mind. An official report 
upon this important subject has been inserted in the appendix, for the guidance 
of directors, and the information of the public. 

The State Appropriation. 

A liberal increase in the general appropriation to the common schools is 
greatly needed at the present time. The system has been established by 
State authority, and its acceptance decreed in every district. The obliga- 
tions of law and social duty in this regard have been faithfully met by the 
public ; many of the least wealthy districts having paid for school and build- 
ing purposes, as high as fifteen, twenty, and even twenty -six mills upon the 
dollar, every year since 1854 ; and some of them thirteen mills annually for 
school purposes alone. Having proved their loyality to the system under 
such trying circumstances, the people look to their Representatives for a larger 
measure of relief than has yet been afforded. In the wealthy and most popu- 
lous districts east of the mountains, where the schools are generally conducted 
on a much larger scale of operations, and the public are not insensible to the 
pressure of much lower rates of taxation, the directors are amongst the ear- 
liest and most importunate applicants for their distributive share ; and every 
dollar received from the State is of material advantage. 

Whatever will lighten the burthens, or extend the resources of the districts, 
will increase the popularity and invigorate the operations of the system. 
Hence the importance of a larger appropriation at this time, when the sys- 
tem is ripe for enlarged progressive action of the most promising character. 
The finances of the State are in good condition , the State tax has been re- 
duced ; the State debt is being rapidly diminished, and is no longer a source 
of public anxiety ; and an increase of the usual appropriation by one-fourth or 
one-third, would encourage both directors and people, and greatly strengthen 
the system. It appears that of the total revenues of the State, less than 
three-sevenths are derived from the State tax of two and a half mills on 
real and personal property ; so that instead of drawing wholly upon that 
fund, more than four-sevenths of the school appropriation comes from the 
ordinary sources of revenue, and is to that extent a clear gain to the districts 
in all parts of the State. 

The heavy frosts which scourged the western counties in June last, fol- 
lowed by others at subsequent periods, and from which they have but par- 
tially recovered, add great force to these recommendations, in some of the 
northern and western counties, farmers find great difficulty in keeping their 
cattle over the winter, or have been obliged to sell ofiT their stock altogether, 
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and are otherwise embarrassed for the season, in their means of living, and 
their resources for the support of the schools. A generous policy now on 
the part of the Legislature, would meet the grateful approval of a patient 
and patriotic people, who have proved their devotedness to the cause of 
popular education by their sacrifices in its behalf. 

Conclusion. 

Ccvnfident of the practical superiority of our school system if pijotected 
against crude theories, and rash innovations — whether originating in indi- 
vidual impatience, local disturbances, or covert hostility — steadfast adherence 
to the general provisions and essential features of the system, has been uni- 
formly and earnestly recommended. Denunciations have been visited upon 
this unyielding tenacity of purpose by friends and opponents alike, and alike 
unjust. Time has effectually vindicated the soundness of the policy. The 
system is stronger to-day, and has been more progressive, because of it. Its 
future prosperity will be in exact proportion to the maintenance of the same 
policy hereafter. 

Visiting different portions of the Commonwealth, from time to time, during 
the past five years, to adjust controversies; explain the policy and details 
of the school law; confer with citizens, superintendents, directors and teach- 
ers ; address meetings and institutes, and endeavor to infuse life and uni- 
formity into the workings of the system, has required official travel to the 
amount of nearly forty thousand miles, sometimes under favorable, sometimes 
under inauspicious circumstances ; yet it is believed not wholly in vain. It 
was soon discovered, from the avalanche of correspondence pouring into the 
Department, that there were difficulties in public sentiment lying behind the 
individual questions presented, that could be better adjusted by oral explana- 
tions in a public meeting or personal interview, than by the most elaborate 
correspondence. The county superin tendency being greatly misunderstood, 
it was found that both the office and the officer not unfrequently needed 
explanation and defence from head-quarters. In other States these visita- 
tions are enjoined by law, and provision made for them accordingly. Here 
they have been voluntary, or, rather, involuntary, under the pressure of 
necessity. The law does not require the State Superintendent to set foot out 
of the Department for any official purpose, except to inspect or visit Slate 
Normal schools ; and perhaps this fact, in connection with what has been 
attempted as occasion would permit, may relieve, somewhat, the force of 
complaints that more labor has not been performed of this description. 

In dealing with disputes and controversies, it has been the uniform policy 
to localize school disputes as much as possible, and, by confining them to the 
neighborhood, lessen their asperities, and secure an earlier restoration of har- 
mony and co-operation. In the endless diversity of local circumstances and 
incidents, and the unsettled stale of public opinion, any other course would 
have been injudicious and injurious. 

The expiration of the term of office of the State Superintendent, with the 
close of the school year on the first Monday in June next — six months in 
advance of the meeting of the next Legislature, and at a time which will not 
permit the present incumbent to report the operations of the last year of his 
official connection with the system — may, perhaps, justify the remark upon 
this occasion, that the services and sacrifices of its friends during the last five 
years are not likely soon to be forgotten by the various functionaries of the 
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system, who have borne the brunt of the contest during that disturbed and 
difficult transition period, and who can now rejoice with them ih the ultimate 
success which has been achieved. Five years ago the dubious question was, 
can the immense fabric of the revised schoo] system be held together, until it 
can be successfully operated, and its merits demonstrated by its results 1 — 
Now, with an enlarged organization, and firmer foothold, the only question is, 
how can it best be improved, expanded, strengthened! In transferring the 
arduous guidance of the system to other hands, at the appointed time, the 
undersigned is happy in the consciousness that, through the combined opera- 
tive and protectinc^ influences that have been at work, the system is in better 
condition, and upheld by a more appreciative public sentiment, than at any 
former period in its history; and with no adverse, and some slight progres* 
sive legislation at this propitious period, it will enter at once, with larger 
powers and more adequate resources, upon a career of expansive and unexam- 
pled prosperity. 

HENRY C. HICKOK, 
Superintendent of Common Schools 

Department of Common Schools, 

Harrisburgf January 10, 1860, 
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ADAMS COUNTY. 

My commission dates from September 1, 1858. My report, therefore, em- 
braces the last nine months. 

Examinations. — In many of the districts the attendance was large, but in a 
few districts I failed to meet either teachers or directors. My examinations 
were somewhat more rigid than those of my predecessors, but they seemed to 
be satisfactory to ail except disappointed applicants, who occasionally became 
Tcry indignant when they were refused certificates. The scarcity of properly 
qualified teachers rendered it almost necessary for me to grant certificates to 
incompetent teachers, or many of the schools would have remained vacant. 
I deemed it prudent to use the "pruning knife" sparingly the first year, and 
gradually raise the standard of qualification. Incompetent teachers, who 
have made no efforts to improve themselves within the last year, will be de- 
nied certificates hereafter. I examined one hundred and seventy-two appli- 
cants, of whom twenty-nine were rejected for incompetency. 

Visitations. — Soon after the schools opened I commenced and continued 
my visitations, until the schools closed. About twenty schools 1 was not able 
to reach. I found it impossible to visit all, on account'of the shortness of the 
term. I was generally accompanied by directors or parents. 1 was kindly 
welcomed by teachers and pupils, and was frequently urged to visit them 
again during their session. I generally visited but two schools a day. 

District ^uperintendtncy. — This agency was employed in Cumberland and 
Mountjoy districts, and seemed to be attended with beneficial results. Many 
districts preferred dividing their board of directors into visiting committees, 
who visited the schools alternately. 

School Houses. — Improvement is greatly needed in our school houses. 
Man}'' of them are totally unfit ; very few of them are inclosed, and are gener- 
ally destitute of out-buildings, water, or any other appliances necessary for 
the comfort and convenience of the pupils. Shade trees, flowers, shrubbery 
and every embellishment that could adorn' the exterior of the school room, 
and render it lovely and attractive, are entirely neglected. The houses lately 
erected are of a better class than those of previous years. Cumberland, Hamil- 
tonban and Franklin districts have each erected neat, substantial, brick build- 
ings within the last year. The school house in the Franklin district is in 
many respects a model building. It has high ceilings and is furnished with 
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ventilators, clothes room, wood room, and last, but not least, over one hundred 
square feet of black-board surface. It was built from specifications laid down 
in the Pennsylvania School Architecture. Cumberland district is about erect- 
ing two more brick buildings. This district has an efficient board of directors, 
who are anxious to promote the cause of education. 

Our worst houses are found in the beautiful and fertile districts of Germany 
and Union. They are all old, dilapidated structures, the lingering relics of a 
darker age, that have withstood the storms of more than half a century. They 
«re low, unventilated, and situated in places difficult of access, and when 
found they are so repulsive and unsightly as almost to forbid entrance ; and 
yet there seems to be no disposition to build better ones. To repair the old 
ones would be folly. In these districts considerable hostility exists toward 
the whole school system, but more especially to the County Superintendency. 

Imtituttt, — A couDtv institute was held in Gettysburg in February last, 
which remained in session three days. About seventy teachers were present. 
Many were prevented from attending by the almost impassable condition of 
the roads. In a few districts, the directors refused to grant the teachers the 
time. Quite a number of directors and citizens from all parts of the county 
were present, and considerable interest was manifested in the proceedings. 
Nearly three-fourths of the ftmale teachers were in attendance, some of 
whom are among our most efficient teachers. 

Disirict Institutes were formed, and in successful operation in Liberty, 
Cumberland and Butler districts during the last year. We hope to see them 
formed in every district at the opening of the next term. 

Graded Schools, — There are graded schools iu Gettysburg, Petersburg and 
£^8t Berlin. It is with feelings of pride and pleasure that we refer to the 
graded schools of Gettysburg. There are seven schools collected in one 
building. The pupils are divided into seven grades, and studies assigned to 
each school, according to the attainments of the pupils. These schools were 
ail under the care of an experienced principal, to whose able supervision the 
school owes much of its success. The building, in point of eligibility, beauty 
and convenience, is second to none in the State. 

An unfortunate difficulty has existed for some years in the Huntington dis- 
trict, in regard to the erection of the new school building in Petersburg. A few 
restless and uneasy spirits, thirsting for notoriety,, and some determined ene- 
mies of the school system, are yet endeavoring to engender strife among the 
friends of education, but the sensible men of all parties are anxious to unite 
in promoting the cause of education. 

There should be graded schools in Oxford, Littlestown, Berwick borough, 
Hampton, Al'Sherrystown, Fairfield and Cashtown. In Littlestown there 
should be a building suitable to accommodate three or four schools. 1 have 
unsuccessfully urged the directors to erect such a one, in order to meet the 
wants of this growing village. The school houses in this place are a dis- 
grace to any town ; they are not together worth one hundred dollars. They 
are little, low, unventilated log huts, situated on narrow, muddy alleys, fortu- 
nately out of sight of travelers. 

Text-Books. — An effisrt has been made to secure a uniformity of text-books 
throughout the county. A convention of directors and teachers was held in 
Gettysburg, in April last, and a series recommended for adoption. This series 
will be introduced into about one half the districts during the next term. 

Obstacles. — The great obstacle in the progress of the schools, is the want 
of competent teachers. We need better facilities for training teachers ; longer 
school terms, and higher wages. But even if good teachers were abundant, 
it would be impossible to secure their services, When they could obtain em- 
ployment but one-third of the year. Teaching must become a profession be- 
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fore our schools will be filled with live, energetic teachers, fully prepared for 
their great work. 

Public Sentiment, — Public sentiment is decidedly favorable to common 
school education. The number of its open opposers are few, and their in- 
fluence extremely limited. Even in those districts where the greatest hos- 
tility exists, the people look upon the system as a fixture and make no efforts 
lo destroy it. Our progress is slow but gradual. Every year the system i» 
training ground and our educational prospects brightening. 

There is in the county very decided hostility to the County Superinten- 
dency ; yet this hostility has been greatly magnified. I was glad to find that 
it was not near so wide-spread, nor universal, as I anticipated. In every por- 
• tion of the county 1 was warmly welcomed, not only to the school room, but 
to the homes and firesides of the citizens. Even in those districts where the 
^eatest hostility exists, I was treated with uniform kindness and respect. I 
entered upon the duties of my office with many misgivings as to the result of 
my labors, but conscious of having discharged the duties faithfully and fear* 
lessly, I leave the verdict to the community. I feel assured, however, that 
the County Superintendency is rapidly gaining popular favor. Many of its 
former opposers are now enrolled among its warmest advocates. Its bitterest 
enemies are almost invariably opposers of the whole school system, it is 
unfortunate that the office has been subject to so many changes. Every busi- 
ness must be learned, and this office, like others, requires experience. 

In conclusion, I return my sincere acknowledgments to the teachers, direc- 
tors and citizens, for their kindness, attention and hospitality. 

J. K. MTLHENY, 

County Superintendent. 

Gettysburg, June 16, 1859. 
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* School Houses. — 1st class, good, 84" j 2d class, improvable, 92; 3d class, 
unfit, 126. 

Material of School Houses, — Brick, 102; stone, 2; log, 15; frame, 183. 

School Furniture, — 1st class, good, 26 ; 2d class, medium, 89 ; 3d class, 
unfit, 187. 

Schools. — 1st class, graded, 54- ; 2d class, classified, 248 ; 3d class, neither 
qrraded nor classified, none. 

Teachers. — ^ges of Teachers. — Under seventeen,, none ; between seven- 
teen and twenty-one, 260 ; between twenty*oneand twenty-five, 209 ; betweer. 
twenty-five and thirty, 138 ; between thirty and forty, 60 ; between fort'^j.^^^ 
fifty, 19; over fifty, U. thVnum" 

Birth-place of Teachers. — Born in Pennsylvania, 630 ; born o^'j^.^j^^ ^^^^ 
sylvania, 70. 

Experience in Teaching. — Taught less than one year, 50 ; frr -^^ ^j^^ schools 
years, 145 ; from three to six years, 185 ; from six to ten jj^^,jj observations 
ten to twenty years, 40 ; over twenty years, 10. directors and citi- 

Those having certificates, but who have not succeeded in (^^ ^^^^^ >» jj^^^ ^j^p 

■A j^ . f r> ,' iwT 1 I . . , , g® ^^ ^^^^ branches 

Frojesstonal Readings — IN umber who have read books' 

teaching, 4-00 ; number who have not, 300. Tj^e number that 

•The!?c ftati^ti-rs, with those of hsf vear. en.brace the wholo'^'Ti '*" ^ 'G;v ju- 
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Permanent Teackert. — Number who intend to make teaching a permanent 
business, 500 ; those who do not, 200. 

Grade of Teachers. — 1st class, qualified, 4*65 ; 2d class, medium, 85 ; 3d 
class, unfit, none ; 4th class, having certificates, but not graded in teaching, 
150 ; rejected applicants, 100. 

Townships visited, 22; boroughs, 10; city schools, those of Allegheny city 
and some of the Pittsburg schools. 

General Remarks. — The visitation of schools was commenced on the first 
of October, 1858, and continued, with little intermission, until the twentieth 
of June, 1859. The part of the county not visited last year was explored this 
year, and a second tour was begun. The number of miles traveled is one 
thousand and eighty-four, (1,084-,) of which four hundred (4-00) were on foot. 
The prospect is encouraging, and allows me to hope that i shall be able to do 
as was designed, and visit the entire county twice during my term. The De- 
partment having explained the nature of my office, I have tried to keep that 
exposition in view, and in my intercourse with directors, teachers and scholars, 
have endeavored to advance the system of education by influence rather than 
by authority, by counsel rather than by compulsion. My reception by all 
whom I visited was uniformly respectful, kind and hearty. Everywhere the 
labors of the superintendent were sustained, and the only regret common to 
all parties is that his visits cannot be more frequent. 

Institutes, — A county institute was held in Pittsburg during the last week 
of August, 1858. The number of teachers enrolled was one hundred and 
forty-three, and the average attendance was four days. The exercises were 
conducted by the teachers of the city and county. Their efforts were vigorous, 
sustained, and interesting ; while the steady and persevering attendance of a 
large audience, during three sessions each day, proved tliat the teachers and 
public appreciated them, and that much good was accomplished. 

Township institutes were organized in many districts, and in most of them 
were well kept up. Directors favor them, and in some cases make attendance 
at the meetings a term in the contract with the teachers. 

The county association of teachers still continues its monthly sessions, which 
are reported to be interesting and well attended. 

In the statistics of this county, under the head of ^'grades of teachers,'^ it 
will be observed that the third class, *' unfit,'' is blank. There are no teachers 
holding certificates who are deemed unfit for their calling. The large num- 
ber of applicants, and the very respectable scholarship of many who receive 
certificates, relieve the superintendent from the necessity of accrediting any 
whom he finds inefficient or unworthy. Those reported as qualified^ com- 
prise the teachers holding professional certificates, and those having provi- 
sional certificates marked in teaching, after visitation, No. 1, ("very good,") 
and No. 2, (*'good.") In the second class, medium^ 1 have reported eighty- five. 
¥fU. having that grade are marked No. 3. With a teaching force of seven hun- 
grace uheir command, the directors need not emploj'^ any one who is marked 
are little, "middling." The superintendent having a reserved corps of one 
nately out 6 fifty, is not compelled to issue or to continue certificates marked 

Text'£ooks,fnclassiJied school has no existence in this county ; the unfit 
throughout the ibe found in our schools; and, in the march of improvement, 
Gettysburg, in A^y which is meant those who should only be employed until 
will be introduceoned, must vanish. It will not require official action on the 

Obstacles, — The tendent to bring this about. The people will ask for well 
of competent teachand their public servants, the directors, will employ no 
school terms, and 

it would be impo— The report concerning the school buildings is suggestive of 
ployment but ontioas. I have registered one hundred «^nd twenty-six houses 
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as unfit for educational purposes. There is hardly one thus marked which 
some director did not decide to be justly described. In this department a 
change is in progress, though it seems to me as slow as the geological forma- 
tion of our coal beds must have been. The township mentioned in a former 
report as most deficient in respect to buildings, erected four new houses thir 
year. Another district reports two hundred dollars as the cash value of its 
six school houses. Col. Ross, of Robinson township, calls some of the build- 
ings in his section pens ; but they are one less in number than they were in 
1858. In various directions some like them have disappeared. The day if: 
remote when the superintendent of this county will be able to say they have 
all been superseded by commodious structures. 

Of all the townships visited this year, West Deer deserves my highest 
olHcial commendation. Zealous directors, energetic teachers, and a people 
seconding and sustaining their efforts, have rendered the schools superior, und 
examples of proficiency. 

The district superintendency has been adopted in only three or four town- 
ships. 

The study of mental arithmetic is very general. 

The new blanks promote good classification and correct business habits. 

The Bible is read in all the schools, and nearly all the teachers inculcate 
and exemplify sound morality. 

CHAS. W. QUICK, 
Count j^ Superintendent. 

Court House, Pittsburg, June 20, 1859. 
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Examinations were held in all the townships, at which more or less oi the 
directors were present. Most of the classes were large. The exercises com- 
menced generally at ten oVlock A. M. and continued until night. During the 
examinations I endeavored, so far as time permitted, to impart instruction u^ 
the teachers, and bring their attention to important matters in the various 
branches of study, which, as it seemed to me, had been too much neglected. 
Some of them, as I have since heard from different sources, are of opinion 
that they learned more in one day's examination than they had in two weeks 
at school. Nearly every one of those whom 1 had examined the year previ- 
ous, had, in the interval, made reasonable improvement in scholarship. 

Progress. — Although the traveling, nearly all the time, was exceedingly bad, 
I visited all the schools except a very few which had opened and closed earlier 
than I had anticipated they would. Geography was taught in eighteen, gram- 
mar in seven, and mental arithmetic in sixty-six more schools ; and the nuru- 
ber of teachers who had read educational works, was greater by tw^elve than 
the preceding year. 

There was, with a few exceptions, manifest improvement in the schoois 
throughout the county. I can state this not only from my own observations 
made while visiting them, but from opinions expressed by directors and citi- 
zens in various districts. It may be regarded as a "fixed fact,'' that the 
teachers have generally improved, both in their know^lcdge of tlie branches 
required to be taught, and in their mode of teaching. 

It would be extravagant to say that all gave satisfaction. The number that 
did not, however, is .cry smr.". Directors four. J it ncrcssn;y, in a fc-.v ia- 



;* • ARMsTROxVG COUNTY. 

rftances, to dismiss those whom they had employed. Their failure of success 
resulted rather from their youth, indiscretion, want of dignity, determined 
will or manly bearing*, than from defective scholarship. 1 met with several 
reaching for the first time, who, by many, would be considered too young to 
teach successfully. They, however, were spirited, ambitious to excel, careful, 
•!ritiral, maintained in their respective schools an efficient rfgime^ commanded 
■ he respect of their pupils, and satisfied their directors and patrons. A less 
number of females were employed last term than the preceding one. NearJy 
lil of them gai'e good, and some of them very good, satisfaction to all inter- 
•?sfed in their schools. 

Houses and Furniture. — The number of suitable black*hoards has been 
r-onsiderably increased. Thirteen new frame school houses were erected, most 
»i* which, at my suggestion, were built without windows in the ends. The 
>iide windows, if as long and wide as they should be, afford sufficient light 
ind less severe than when the rays cross one another at right or other angles. 
Another advantage resulting from the absence of end windows, is a greater 
.surface for black-boards. 1 also suggested the utility of double floors, with 
saw dust, or some other mattrial, placed between the two layers of fioor- 
■ hoards, whereby the noise necessarily made by walking over the floor, would 
be greatly diminished. 

A two-storv brick school house, with four rooms, is in process of erection in 
'he Frecport district, which, with the lot, will, as I am informed, cost upwards 
i)f three thousand dollars. The grounds about the school house in Brady's 
Mend, which was mentioned in one of my former reports, have been fenced in 
:>nd adorned in a manner creditable to the good taste and zeal of the directors 
)f rhat district. 

Ruraf Graded Sc/iools. — There are now five graded schools in this county. 
One was established last fall in Allegheny, a rural district, which has proved 
to be emineutlv successful. From information derived from the directors and 
teachers, and some of the citizens in its locality, and from my own observa- 
tion, 1 conclude that the pupils in both departments were more diligent in 
*heir studies, more ambitious to excel, and derived more benefit from the in- 
structions of their teachers last term, than they ever had before the school 
'va« graded. 

A successful Teachers' County Institute was held in Kittanning last October. 

District Institutes. — In the Allegheny and Wayne districts the directors 
made special contracts with their teachers, that they should regularly attend 
:he district institutes, or teach an additional number of days each month. As 
w ronsequcnce, the institutes were regularly attended and vigorously sustained 
iuring the term, with beneficial results. Institutes were also established and 
sustnined, with more or less vigor, in several other districts. 

Meetings and Exhibitions. — I addressed evening meetings of citizens on 
•?iiucational matters, and attended several examinations and exhibitions of 
schools in different localities, which were numerously attended by parents and 
citizens, and at which the performances of the pupils evinced that they had 
been attentive and diligent, and that their teachers had been faithful in the 
discharge of their respective duties. 

Parental Visits. — In some localities there was a considerable increase in 
the number of visits to the schools by parents. As school visiting hy parents 
is a very efficient and cheap way of doing good, it is most earnestly to be 
hoped that it will become far more general. 

Incidents. — I have been requested to mention the following incidents : 

>Vhile on my tour in the eastern part of the county, 1 prevailed on a citi- 
■'en to accompany me to the school in his neighborhood. After pursuing my 
:'.nstomary course, we left. He was somewhat surprised to find that he had 
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remained there so much longer than he intended to. Said he, <<I never before 
knew any thing of the use of the County Superintendency ; / was one of those 
who are in favor of voting it down^ btU I would be very far from voting thai 
way now.^^ 

Some time in the spring I met in town a citizen from the western part of 

the county. Said he, "you had old Mr. B with you in one of our schools. 

He always used to be opposed to the County Superintendency, because he 
thought the salary was paid out of the school or county tax^ and increased 
taxation. He told me, after he had been with you to the schools, that he would 
now willingly pay a dollar more of tax to keep the superintendency.^^ A great 
many are not aware that the County Superintendents are paid out of the entire 
revenue of the State, of which the tax on real and personal property consti- 
tutes less than three-sevenths ; that during the present term of the superin- 
tendency the amount appropriated by the State to the schools, has been 
materially increased, and that the per centage of State tax has been reduced. 

1 am under renewed obligations to directors, teachers and citizens, for their 
courtesy and hospitality. 

R. W. SMITH, 
County Superintendent. 

KiTTANNiNG, June 20, 1859. 
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School Houses. — 1st class, good, 7; 2d class, improvable, 103; 3d classi 
unfit, 27. 

Material of School Houses. — Brick, 27 ; stone, 1 5 log, 6 ; frame, 103. 

School Furniture. — 1st class, good, 4; 2d class, medium, 57; 3d class, 
unfit, 76. 

Schools. — 1st class, graded, 4; 2d class, classified, 136; 3d class, neither 
graded nor classified, none. 

Teachers. — JIges of Teachers. — Under seventeen, 1 ; between seventeen 
and twenty-one, 60 ; between twenty-one and twenty-five, 78 5 between 
twenty-five and thirty, 20; between thirty and forty, 15; between forty and 
fifty, 11 ; over fifty, 1. 

Birth-place of Teachers. — Born in Pennsylvania, 169 ; bom out of Penn- 
sylvania, 17. 

Experience in Teaching, — Taught less than one year, 91 ; from one to three 
years, 52 ; from three to six years, 27 ; from six to ten years, 6 ; from ten to 
twenty years, 7 ; over twenty years, 3. 

Professional Reading. — Number who have read books or periodicals ot 
teaching, 120 ; number who have not, 66. 

Permanent Teachers* — Number who intend to make teaching a permanent 
business, 50 ; those who do not, 136. 

Grade of Teachers. — 1st class, qualified, 85; 2d class, medium, 87; 3d 
class, unfit, 14. 

Total amount of black-board surface in the schools of the county, about 
9,300 square feet. A large portion of this (4,000 square feet) is in the Union 
school building of New Brighton. 

Mental arithmetic has been introduced into ninety-seven of the schools. 
This is encouraging, as, until but recently, it was almost entirely unknown in 
many portions of our county. 
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School Metises. — Twelve new houses have been built during the year, most 
of them on impro?ed plans, and one in particular, the Eakin school house, in 
Brighton township, deserves notice for its neatness, good arrangement and 
durability of structure. There is also an excellent house at Fairview, in Ohio 
township. Arrangements are now being made for building a number more 
new houses during the next school year. According to report for last year, 
nearly three- sevenths of the whole amount of school tax levied in this county 
wa9 expended for building purposes. This makes the tax somewhat heavy in 
proportion to the amount of schooling received, but as most of the houses are 
now being built so as to be durable, the building tax, in most districts, can 
soon be dispensed with, at least for a considerable time. 

Examinations. — Twenty-five public examinations have been held, so as to 
accommodate the teachers and directors of every district. The examinations 
were generally well attended. The directors, in a number of districts, pro- 
pose, hereafter, selecting their teachers at the close of the examinations. 1 
would like to see this plan adopted in every district, as there can be no doubt 
but it would be an improvement. 

Visitations. — 1 commenced visiting the schools immediately after getting 
through with the examinations last fall, and reached all in the county with 
the exception of four. These were not in operation when the other schools in 
the districts, in which they are situated, were visited. The distance from mv 
residence is so great, and the roads were so bad, that [ was not able to reach 
them after getting through with the general visitation of the county. During 
my visits 1 was accompanied by directors in a majority of the districts, in 
some cases by teachers and pupils from adjoining schools, and occasionally I 
met with parents in the school room. By request of teachers, remarks were 
made to the pupils in nearly all the schools, and universally received with 
attention and interest. The shortness of the term, together with the irregu- 
larity of opening the schools in many districts, made the time of each visit 
much more limited than was desirable. I frequently did without dinner in 
order to have that time to travel from one school to another, so that I might 
have more to spend in the sciiool room. 

Schools. — Our schools in the rural districts are generally open during the 
winter, though in some the time is divided between summer and winter, hav- 
ing from two to three months in each, and generally under the care of different 
teachers. This plan is somewhat objectionable, as it is very difHcult for any 
teacher to get his school fairly in operation, and do justice either to it or to 
himself in two months, when, as is frequently the case, a number of the pu- 
pils do not get started till near the close of the first month. A better plan, 
where different teachers are employed for the summer and winter terms, would 
be to have the two terms as near together as possible, but better still to em- 
ploy one good teacher for the whole time. 

Institutes. — District institutes have been held in a majority of the districts. 
The teachers of Hanover and Frankfort Springs met regularly every two 
weeks all winter. Frequent meetings have been held in Economy, Big Bea- 
ver, Haccoon, Independence, and some other districts. The teachers of 
Beaver and vicinity are now holding regular meetings for self improve- 
ment. 

A county institute was held in Beaver the middle of April, at which be- 
tween sixty and seventy teachers attended. A large and respectable audience 
of the citizens of the place was in attendance. We were also aided by the 
professors of the Beaver academy. The meeting was quite interesting, and 
the interest continued till its close, on the evening of the second day. A 
county association was formed, and provision made for regular meetings here- 
after. A number of oar taacl:crs a'so at:cnc!o:! ths meeting of the "S^cstern 
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Pennsylvania teachers' association, which was held in New Brighton the last 
week in March. 

Direct or 8. ^-Most of our directors are the fast friendf of the system, and 
deserve credit for their self-denying labors, as it requires both time and effort 
to discharge their duties properly, and in some cases their labors are not fully 
appreciated. 

The Press. — The county press is on the right side of the question, and the 
editors have freely tendered the use of their columns for any article favoring 
the cause. They have thus rendered material aid, and cordial thanks are due 
for the many favors they have bestowed. 

Miscellaneous, — The salaries of teachers have been slowly, but steadily in- 
creasing, and the number of pupils has also increased, so that the average 
cost of teaching each per month has decreased from fifty-three and two-thirds 
cents in 1855, to forty- eight cents last year. The reports of this year show 
an increase over last year in length of term, and also in the number of pupils 
attending school. 

During my visits 1 learned from teachers that most of the schools had been 
visited by directors and parents, but a number up to that time, had received 
no visits from any one in the neighborhood. There is still some little oppo- 
sition to the law in some portions of the county, but as far as 1 could learr:, 
a majority of the people appear to be satisfied with it, and think it a good 
one if properly executed. 

In conclusion, I am gratified in being able to report our schools generally in 
a flourishing condition, and so conducted as to be of practical advantage to 
the pupils. Those of Industry district closed by all meeting together and 
having a public examination and exhibition. Those of New Brighton wiP 
do so this month. In such cases there is no difficulty in reporting progress. 

I return my warmest thanks to parents, directors and teachers, for their 
kindness and hospitality. 

T. C. CAROTHERS, 
County Superintendent. 

Frankfort Springs, June 10, 1859. 
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There has been a gradual but steady increase of interest on the subject cf 
education, in nearly every district in the county, during the past year. This 
is evinced by fuller and more satisfactory returns from the several townships, 
but more especially by the formation of associations of teachers and friendK 
of education in different sections, and the organization of teachers^ district 
institutes for the purposes of mutual improvement, and also a disposition to 
build better school houses, repair old ones, employ better teachers, and a crreater 
waking up to the claims and responsibilities of this great subject. 

Certainly within the last five years there has been considerable progress in 
the diffusion of education in this county, and during the past year the ad- 
vancement seems to have been a little more rapid than during any previous 
year. The progression shows itself in different ways. 

1. Continued Improvements in our School Houses. — There was much done 
during the past year, in this respect. Two townships, Napier and Juniata, 
remodelled nearly every school house in their respective districts — ceiling and 
plastering some, and placing new furniture in all| making themimore conve- 
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nient, comfortable and pleasant. Other two townships, Monroe and West Provi. 
dence, both heretofore somewhat in the back ground, have each within the 
iast year erected an elegant, large and convenient house, built upon scienti6c 
principles, with convenient furniture, &c. East Providence also has been 
doing a ^ood work in this direction. They have, within the last year, erected 
several Targe new houses in the place of old ones, suited to their re- 
spective locations. In the borough of Bedford there is now being erected a 
'^ Union school house," a substantial building, made of brick, of dimensions 
sufficiently large to accommodate all the schools in the town, five or six in 
number. Besides its utility, this school house will be an ornament to the 
town, an honor to the hearts and heajs of the inhabitants, and it will also have 
a very happy influence upon the educational interests throughout the entire 
county. 

•2. Books and Studies. — In some districts we have attained to a strict uni- 
formitj' in books; in others the uniformity is only tolerable, and in some of 
".be more rural sections tlie plan is being carried out as rapidly as the nature 
of circumstances will admit. Mental arithmetic, geography and English 
<rrammar, were introduced into a number of schools where they were never 
tiiught before. History, natural philosophy and algebra, were also introduced 
in sections where they were unknown as studies for the school room- Wher- 
ever teachers were found capable of giving' instruction in one or more of these 
branches, and scholars sufficiently advanced to pursue them, effbrls were made 
to introduce them into the school, and in every instance they were found ta 
inspire the pupils engaged in them, with new zeal, and also to elevate the char- 
."icter of the school. 

3. Teachers^ Teaching and Character of the Schools, — Some of the older 
teachers, who had fallen so far back in the rear of present advancements as to 
be unable to catch up, have voluntarily withdrawn from the profession ; some 
others who were considered very incompetent, have been rejected, and their 
places occupied by the better qualified. Some of the schools, even in our 
rural districts, are much in advance of the academies and seminaries, in this 
county, in the English branches. The number of well qualified teachers is 
on the increase. The systems of teaching are improving, and the instructions 
given are becoming more thorough. In most of our districts our teachers 
:ire rising higher in their moral and intellectual status, and gaining influence 
in social position, and are becoming examples, instead of marks for ridicule 
-md scorn. 

Public Examinations. — There was much more interest manifested at our 
last public examinations than at any previous. A full meeting of the board 
■>f directors of each township was present except Londonderry, St. Clair and 
Oolerain. At the last named, not a single director was present. ** They all 
lost sight of the time.'' Some of these boards continued in session, after the 
?ixam illations were over, till midnight, employing teachers, filling up articles 
tnd making arrangements for the opening of the schools. 

Visitations. — I visited nearly every school in the county during the past 
term. After a careful examination of the school, and making suggestions and 
corrections, where necessary, usually addressed the children in a style suited 
to their capacity, for fifteen or twenty minutes, to encourage them to aspire to 
the rewards of virtue by well doing. My visits were mostly attended with 
happy effects. Whilst I visited the schools during the day, in the evening 1 
very frequently held public meetings, at a previously appointed place, to ad- 
dress the people on the subject of popular education. These meetings were 
always largely attended, and had a most happy effect in the way of informing 
the people on the subject, correcting their errors, and inspiring them with zeal 
\\\ Mie cfveat work of the education of their children. 
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Our teachers^ school held its second session in the latter part of the lasi 
summer. Six weeks were devoted to giving instruction and to drilling iu 
those branches named in the law, together with algebra, some of the natural 
sciences, and lectures on school government and the best modes of giving in- 
struction. About fifty male and female teachers were in attendance almost 
the entire term, all of whom afterward gave entire satisfaction in the school 
room. 

Our county institute held its regular annual meeting of three days in thf 
borough of Bedford, in December last. The attendance was larger, and the 
interest greater than ever before. 'District institutes also held their regular 
meetings in most of the townships. They exerted a very good influence, and 
are found to be of great utility in our remote districts. 

Conclusion, — Though we have made good progress, fof the last few years, 
in this county, in the cause of education, the whole work is not yet done, but 
much remains yet to do ; and I do roost earnestly recommend the common 
schools to the sustaining patronage of our people ; for by the education of 
our children, more than by any other agency, our future destiny is to be deter- 
mined ; and as this interest is sustained or neglected, so will we, as a people, 
rise or fall intellectually and morally, as well as in material wealth. If econo- 
my must be practiced by our people, let it not be that false economy which 
will put out the light of our school houses and spread the darkness of igno- 
rance over the minds of our children. 

HENRY HECKERMAN, 

County Superintendent 

Bedford, June 10, 1859. 
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The schools of this county did welL Improvement and progress were, 
with few exceptions, observable in every district. It is with pleasure and 
gratification of the purest kind, that the increasing interest felt in the im- 
provement of the schools, is becoming annually more evident. And notwith- 
standing occasional reverses and opposition, the common school system is 
moving towards final and certain conquest. A great change in this respect 
has taken place in the county within the last few years, and yet this change 
seems to me to be only the beginning of the educational movement the future 
has in store for us. 

In reference to almost every particular that constitutes an clement of pro- 
gress, there are hopeful indications and encouraging facts. 

Elements of Progress, — The number of our young men who are engaged, 
or preparing to engage in teaching, is annually increasing, and their qualifi- 
cations for the work seem to enlarge with every succeeding year. The 
classification of the pupils, with the regular series of books that have been 
introduced, to a greater or less extent, is becoming an indispensable part of 
the teacher's duty. The methods of instruction are greatly improved, and 
improving. Teachers' district institutes have exerted a very decided influence 
upon this part of the teacher's duty. The discipline of the schools, in gen- 
eral, is of a higher character. The general character of the profession if 
higher in a moral point of view. We may state that the influence and bear- 
ing of the system is inspiring more confidence, and is enlisting a larger num- 
ber of decided and warm friends. 
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Schools. — The general character of our schools during the past term, was 
good, (No. 2.) It appears from my memorandum, that there was about one 
to each district, of a character that did not meet my approbation. The num- 
ber of schools approximating to No. 1, (very good,) is annually increasing, 
though in a few districts this class has not made proportionate progress. 

In the working of the school system in this county, it may be observed 
that improvement advances to a certain point, and then continues stationary, 
if the advance exceed the general intelligence of the district. The most 
promising districts have not afforded evidence of increasing vitality, or of 
proportionate progress, compared with those which have been considered as 
poor and unpromising. It appears that the tendency, under the present law, 
and more particularly, its provision for the adoption of a regular series of 
text-books, the superintendency, with its examinations and general supervision, 
and the district teacuers^ institute, (which ought to be a part of the law,) is 
to equalize more or less the schools of the county. It is a fact that deserves 
attention, that some of the most ordinary districts, in an educational point of 
view, are on the heels of those that not long ago eclipsed them. Such dis- 
tricts as Marion, Bethel, Albany, Hereford, and others, are instances, while 
Amity and Maidencreek have scarcely kept their own. Indeed, there are 
strong indications, with the language against them, that some of the former 
districts will take the lead before many years, in the full course of study con- 
templated by the law. 

There are but four, or possibly ^ve, districts in which the educational fer- 
ment is not working with desirable vigor. In all the others there is more or 
less life. 

Teachers, — In my examinations of teachers during the past year, another 
encouraging fact was ascertained, viz : that the younger class of applicants 
for certificates, are surpassing in their attainments many of those who a few 
years ago attained to the degree of No. 2. The impression prevails generally^ 
that more is required, and yet more will be required of the teacher. This 
fact discourages some of the older teachers; others it stimulates to greater 
exertion. But the younger aspirants are aiming higher. They are not satis- 
fied with a general acquaintance with orthography, penmanship, reading 
and arithmetic ; nor with a more thorough study of grammar and geography. 
Algebra and geometry are added, and not a few study languages. Teachers 
from this county are enrolled, not only in academies and schools at home, but 
in other institutions of learning. It is gratifying to know that young men 
are making personal exertions to educate themselves for usefulness hereafter, 
and that the number is annually increasing. 

The books used in the schools are becoming more uniform. This change is 
perceptible everywhere. Here and there a school is met with that has resisted 
the law. Evidently, however, this subject is receiving more attention, and 
the difficult)'', in Berks county, is overcome. 

Rural Graded Schools. — Several school houses were built during the year. 
Among these, the house built by the directors of Penn township deserves 
special notice. It is a large two-story brick building, built at a cost of up- 
wards of twelve hundred dollars. It is, however, not the building that claims 
the attention, but the purpose for which it is intended. It was open last 
winter and the school taught as a graded school. The grammar school was 
under the instructions of D. B. Albright, and the secondary and primary under 
Miss Dunlop. The directors of Penn township secured the honor of being 
the first in the rural districts of Berks county, to attempt, and successfully to 
carry through, ^uch an enterprise. This was accomplished, not without oppo- 
sition, from which most directors would have shrunk. 
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Institutes, — The claims of institutes are receiving a reasonable share of at- 
tention. Our annual county institute was not equal to those held heretofore, 
for local reasons, but an important step was taken in dividing the county into 
five divisions, for the purpose of holding divisional institutes. Accordingly 
there were held, two at Hamburg, two at Womelsdorf, one at Kutztown and 
one at Boyertown. 

A number of district institutes were oreranized and successfully conducted. 
Maidencreek, Perry, Centre, Bernville, Boyertown, Amity, Albany, Marion 
and Spring, deserve notice. 

The directors, both of Albany and Spring districts, in their articles of agree- 
ment, provided that their teachers were to attend the meetings of the district 
institute, under a penalty of forfeiting a small part of their monthly salary. 
In consequence of this arrangement I have been informed every male teacher 
attended regularly. Had they provided that every punctual teacher should 
have an equal amount added to his compensation, the stimulus would have 
been still greater. 

The institute of Marion district had for its president the president of the 
board of directors, Mr. Tice. There was more uniformity in the character 
of the schools, (good,) and similarity in the methods of instruction through- 
out this township, than was found anywhere else. These institutes, properly 
organized and well conducted, do as much for the general improvement o[ 
the schools as the visitations of the directors and the superintendent. Their 
influence is paramount to any agency at present employed. 

Directors^ Visits. — With some exceptions, the duty of visiting the schools, 
on the part of the directors, is more or less regularly performed. The next 
term will, doubtless, show a decided advance in this respect. 

State JVormal School. — Something, without much promise however, has 
been done towards the establishment of a Normal school. The subject and 
the law have been discussed at almost every institute. The way has been 
prepared for an effort, which, it is hoped, will be attempted, at least, during 
the ensuing year. If it were not for the large investment and the unpropitious 
state of monetary affairs, it could be done. Berks county, alone, could do it, 
but under present circumstances, our hopes are mixed with fear. We have 
not yet met the ardent and liberal friend who has volunteered to become the 
pioneer in an educational enterprise such as this. Some projects or plans 
have been discussed and will be tried. The subject is not forgotten, or lightly 
esteemed. - The sentiment is general, that we ought to have a Normal school. 

In reference to the ventilation of our school houses, my report can furnish 
but few interesting facts. A few (three) of the school houses in the city, and 
the one in Penn township, built during the past year, are the only houses 
constructed with reference to a supply of wholesome air. The larger number 
of them, however, are so arranged that the sash of the windows can be lowered 
and raised. In addition to this there are school houses with openings in the 
ceiling too small, such as the houses of Oley, and Exeter, and others, with 
trap-doors that can be regulated. Of the older school houses, some eighty 
have no means of ventilation, except the common entrance for pupils and air. 
In an agricultural and healthy district it is not deemed essential, by most per- 
sons, that special attention should be paid to ventilation during the six or 
seven hours of instruction, and it is difHcult to produce a different conviction. 

My labors during the school visitations were performed with difficulty, 
owing to the unpromising condition of the roads. I visited all the districts 
and nearly all the schools. As usual, I met institutes and lectured on every 
suitable occasion. My impression as to the fruits of these labors, and the 
general educational spirit, are very gratifying. A larger number of schools 
No. 1, and a still larger number of No. 2, than previously reported, together 
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with a manifest increasing esprit de corps through the county, are gratifying 
and hopeful indications. My examinations authorized me to grant four hun- 
dred and seventy-six temporary certificates, and a re-issue of fifty-three pro- 
fessional certificates. Whether the examinations are too severe, or the in- 
ducement of salary and length of term are insufiicient, I know not, to induce 
teachers to complete their examinations. As an officer it would afi^ord me the 
highest pleasure to grant, on merit, the last certificate. The examinations of 
the year impose an amount of labor of which few persons can form a correct 
idea. 

My acknowledgments are due to directors, teachers and friends of educa- 
tion for acts of kindness, sympathy and co-operation. 

WM. A. GOOD, 
County Superintendent. 

READhNG, May 28, 1859. 
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As surmised in my last report, there has not been any material increase in 
the term and wages for 1859. Quite a number of districts, which contem- 
plated so desirable an improvement, were constrained by the deplorable state 
of the finances, made worse by an almost total failure of crops in this region, 
to postpone it to a more favorable year. 

School Houses, — Many of these have been improved and made to conform, 
as nearly as practicable, to the plans in the Pennsylvania School Architecture. 
Those built during the year, as regards comfort and adaptation to school 
purposes, are the best in the county. 

Apparatus. — A number of the schools have been supplied with apparatus, 
in a few cases by directors, but oftener by the parents, acting under the ad- 
vice of the teacher, each parent contributing a small amount for such purpose, 
with the understanding, that whatever was procured, should remain in the 
school house as the property of the district. 

JSTumber of Schools, — Another sign of improvement is a manifest disposi- 
tion in those districts, where the scholars are few and the school houses many, 
to lessen the number of the latter. Huston, formerly with eight schools, re- 
duced the number to seven. Taylor did the same. Juniata closed one, leav- 
ing her four, and were it not that the houses are located and arranged for 
small districts, a reduction would be made in many others ; but at present, as 
the closinfif of any of them would involve a change in the location of the re- 
mainder, directors shrink from attempting so radical an improvement. But 
one house has been built in a new district, and this was absolutely required 
by the wants of the scholars. 

Visitations. — There have been more visitations by the parents the last 
winter, than ever before; and on putting the usual question to the teacher, *^how 
many parents have visited your school 1" I have often received the reply : 
"Every day some of them;" or, "the visits were so frequent, 1 cannot re- 
member them." The directors in nearly all the districts, averaged one visit 
each month to each school, but the visits were not regular. 

I visited one hundred and twenty-eight of the schools, once; fifty-seven, 
twice, and nineteen, three times. Two in Logan district were not visited, on 
account of the directors closing the schools one month sooner than intended 
at the commencement of the term. 
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Attendance. — In some districts the average attendance is largely increased 
over last year ; in others owing to severe sickness among the scholars, it is 
seriously diminished. In two instances the schools were closed for a time 
on this account, so that taking the attendance in the whole county, it will 
not exceed much that of last year. 

Teaching and Teachers. — A very great improvement in the mode of teach- 
ing was manifest in the schools, and that class of teachers usually denomi- 
nated as " those whose services had better be dispensed with," is " growing 
small and beautifully less." As usual some of our best teachers this spring 
have engaged in more lucrative employments. Out of fifteen holding certifi- 
cates not lower than No. 2, **good," (and there are but three higher,) three 
have gone into the ministry, three to the law, two to mercantile pursuits, one 
to civil engineering, and one to editing a newspaper. At least seven of these 
would have remained in the profession, could they have obtained permanent 
employment at more remunerative wages. To the above we must add quite 
a number of female teachers, who have stepped out of the profession into 
matrimony, so that at this rate of change, the profession in this county will 
every six years consist of entirely new members, from which fact, the abso- 
lute necessity of permanent Normal schools and frequent institutes is clearly 
seen. 

Institutes. — We held two institutes last year, both largely attended, one 
at Martinsburg, and the other at Hollidaysburg, and intend to hold two this 
year. The teachers' association also meets semi-annually, and remains in 
session from two to three days. 

Examinations, — With but one exception, every teacher who commenced 
the term was publicly examined. There were three private examinations in 
the winter, to fill vacancies occasioned by the resignation of teachers' ex- 
amined publicly in the fail. 

Reviewing our educational history for the past year, we see many indica- 
tions of progress. The people are beginning to desire the further development 
* of the common school system, and 1 think the day is not far distant, when 
the instruction formerly to be obtained at great expense, only in the academy 
and college, will be given by the common school in every school district. 
This is now being done in one district. The common school board of Holli- 
daysburg has started a high school, with Prof. Jno. Miller, as principal, in 
which all the branches of a classical education are thoroughly taught. A 
strong effort is also being made at Martinsburg, to put in operation a high 
school. Some seven thousand dollars has been subscribed for a building, the 
ground purchased and material contracted for, and it is expected to be open 
next spring for the reception of students. Other districts will probably fol- 
low the example on the return of financial prosperity. 

JOHN DEAN, 

HoLLiDATSBDSG, June 1, 1859. County Superintendent, 
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This county comprises thirty-six townships, six incorporated boroughs, and 
one independent school district, thus making forty-three separate school dis- 
tricts, and according to the last reports, three hundred and forty-one schools. 

Houses, — A large majority of the school houses in the county are inconve- 
nient, and many of them uncomfortable, while some are totally unfit for the 
2 
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purposes for which they arfc used. In some townships the houses are nearly 
all poor ; in others the old, dilapidated huildings are gradually giving way to 
new and convenient ones ; while in a few of the towns most of them are com- 
paratively new. 

Several new buildings have been erected during the year, moie^ perhaps, 
thaab any one previous year, and directors are taking pains to build upon 
the most approved plans. 

In some sections •f the county there is a strong feeling against the law 
authorizing the levying a building tax. In some townships the opposition is 
quite general ; in others it is confined to comparatively a few. In consequence 
of this feeling, directors are reluctant to levy a building tax, even when the 
houses are unlit for use. They prefer rather to wait for the titizens to pro- 
vide school houses by private contributions, and the citizens wait till all are 
ready to give ; consequently the old houses, in too many instances, are suflered 
to remain. 

This strong feeling against this particular kind of tax, is growing less as 
the whole subject is more fully investigated. The people, as they examine 
the matter more closely, can but see that the only legal method of paying far 
the erection of suitable buildings for school purposes, is by taxation upon the 
property in the possession of the tax-payers of the districts. 

It is true, that school houses have been built, and muy be now, by private 
subscriptions, if the citizens see fit to do it j but if they do not, there is no 
way of compelling them to do it. The unwillingness of a few wealthy men 
in a neighborhood, may prevent the erection of a suitable school house for 
years, because they are in possession of most of the taxable property in the 
neighborhood, and the others are not able to build without their assistance. 
A minority, in this way, may defeat the wishes of the majority, or a few may 
be obliged to give more than they are really able, for the sake of having a 
comfortable place for their children to attend school, while others who. are 
more able, give nothing, but reap tbc same advantages from the expenditure, 
as those who give liberally, and even beyond their means.* 

It is believed, that with judicious management on the part of the oiHcersi 
this opposition will die away. In several districts the subject of graded sc^oolsy 
and suitable houses for such schools, is beginning to attract attention, and it 
is confidently expected, that in a few years we shall have several good graded 
schools in the county. 

Out'Hoases, — The school houses of Bradford are but poorly accommodated 
with out-houses; indeed, a great majority of them have none at all. Many 
of the houses stand at the corner of roads, in the most exposed situations in 
the district; still they are without wood houses or privies. 1 feel constrained 
to speak plainly on this delicate point. But few men in the county, it is pre- 
sumed, would occupy houses thus exposed, for one week, without the absolutely 
necessary appendages, and yet children are not only allowed, but obliged, if 
they attend school at all, to spend six hours of each school day, in and around 
buildings thus exposed to the gaze of every passer by, as well as of all who 
may reside in proximity to the school house. Parents look carefully to their 
children, that they do not, either from carelessness or necessity, submit them- 
selves to improper exposure while at home, but entirely neglect to provide 
against such exposure, at times and places when they are necessarily without 
the guardianship of parents, and surrounded by scores of other children. 

I hope this matter will be held up before the fathers and mothers of this 
county, until public feeling will compel directors to act, and act eillciently, 
and not in this county alone, but throughout the whole Commonwealth where 

* See judicial deciitioos io the latter part of this report. 
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it has been hitherto neglected, for it is not supposed that Bradford is peculiar 
in this respect. 

Furniture, — The most of our school houses are supplied with black hoards 
of some kind, though not all with good ones. With a very few exceptions 
this is all the furniture we have. A few houses have a map or two, or aii 
orthographical chart. 

Teachers* — This county has hitherto furnished a larger number of teachers' 
than most any other in the SState, and the past year, owing, perhaps, in some 
degree to the hard times, the number of those who applied for license to 
teach was greater than during any former year. Many of these applicants 
were entirely too younf^ to take charge of schools, and quite a number were 
deemed, by the examining officer, incompetent. Several of our most expe- 
rienced teachers seek employment, during the winter, in other counties; but 
after making allowance for all these unfavorable circumstances, we have a 
class of teachers that will compare favorably with those of any other county 
in the Commonwealth. In confirmation of this, I have only to state that 
Bradford county teachers are always in good demand in other portions of the 
State. All do not governor teach as well as is desirable, neither do all strive' 
to improve as much as could be wished, but there is a steady advance with 
most of them. They understand that advance is expected of them, and in 
order to retain their positions, they must improve from year to year. 

Examinations^ — With one or two exceptions, the public examinations of 
the teachers in the several districts, were well attended, both by directors 
and the citizens. All appeared to take a lively interest in the exercises of the 
occasion. 

Schools, — One thing that materially affects the advancement of our schools, 
is the youth and inexperience of the persons engaged to take charge of them. 
Females less than sixteen years of age, are not unfrequently employed by 
directors, and put in schools in which many of the pupils are several years 
older than the teachers, in some cases, it is true, they do well, but in a ma- 
jority of instances such young persons fail in securing either the aflection 
and confidence of their pupils, or the respect and sympathy of their em- 
ployers. »They fail, not from lack of book knowledge or kindliness of dis- 
position, but for lack of judgment and discretion, and prudence, and that kind 
of wisdom which our Creator does not, except in rare cases, vouchsafe to us 
at the age of sixteen or seventeen, or which books and te.ichcrs cannot impart, 
Of superintendents' certificates convey. Notwithstanding this drawback, and 
some others that might be mentioned, our schools are, on the whole, im- 
proving. There is a better system of classification carried out in most of 
them than formerly, and more thoroughness in teaching. While this is true 
in regard.to most of the schools, it is also true, that in some of the districts 
the winter schools did not pass off as pleasantly and profitably as could be 
desired. 

Institutes, — There were five institutes held in different sections of the 
county, during the year. They were kept open one week each, and were con- 
ducted principally by the superintendent, aided b}' the teachers of the county. 
Between six and seven hundred attended these meetings and were drilled dur- 
ing the days, in the branches usually taught in our schools, and listened to 
lectures, or engaged in discussions, during the evenings. These social pro- 
fessional gatherings of teachers are doing much good in the county. Teachers 
are improved, encouraged and stimulated to the performance of their duties. 
Directors, by meeting with the teachers, become better acquainted with their 
qualifications, their dispositions and their tact in teaching, as they come bo- 
fore the classes to communicate instruction to their fellow teachers. 

In seven of the districts there are township institutes in successful operation. 
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County Association. — This efficient edncational agency is gradually, but 
surely working its way into public favor. The meetings are well attended, 
and much good is done by the debates, essays and lectures. 

Directors, — As a general thing these officers are faithful in the discharge of 
their arduous and ill requited duties. Voters are not always sufficiently 
careful in their selection of directors. One or two inefficient members will 
occasionally be found in the boards, and men whose only object is to keep 
down the taxes, will sometimes manage to get themselves elected ; still, our 
directors, as a body, have the good of the schools at heart and are laboring to 
promote that object. It is to be regretted that they have not visited their re- 
spective schools as frequently as the law requires; but 1 have assurances from 
a majority of them, at least, that this important duty shall be faithfully per- 
formed in future. 

The editors of our county papers are still aiding in the cause of education, 
by the free use of their columns for any educational matter the teachers and 
other friends of the cause may desire to have published in the county. 

On the whole, notwithstanding the opposition to the school law, or certain 
portions of it, on the part of some of our citizens, the listless indifference on 
the part of others, the want of experience in some of our teachers, and the 
lack of proper qualifications in some others, the cause of popular education 
is slowly, but surely gaining favor in our county, and our schools gradually 
improviug. 

CHARLES R. COBURN, 
County Superintendent, 

To\v'Ar?DA, June 20, 1859. 
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In the summer and fall of 1858, a new impulse was given to our public 
schools by the increased number of district institutes. Some of these were 
commenced early in the spring sessions, and before the winter schools were 
opened, most of the townships in the lower section of Bucks had institutes 
in active operation. In several of these districts the directors encouraged the 
establishment of these associations, by allowing the time to the teachers, and 
giving, not only their attendance, but their support and co-operation by fuv» 
fiishing facilities for the attendance of the females. 

Most of these associations have been kept in active operation during the 
wioter months, although a large majority of the teachers were females, and 
the difficulties of attendance much increased, when institutes were held a 
distance from the schools. 

During the winter session the public schools in north*- western Bucks county 
Also received a very memorable impulse from the establishment of district, 
and other institutes. The institutes held for the county in Richlandtown, 
Haycock and Quakertown, had awakened much interest in these, and in some 
of the adjoining townships, respecting the operations of their public schools, 
and by the time the winter schools were opened, several of these districts 
were prepared to organize institutes at once. Although no extra time was 
allowed to the teachers, they continued, in several of these locations, to hold 
institutes, either monthly, or once in every two weeks during the whole of 
the winter session. I witnessed the organization of one of these in Milford 
township, and was also present at another well attended institute in Spring- 
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field. In both t&ese locations the school directors co-operated with encrgfetie 
teachers in the establishment of institutes. Besides those above named, there 
have been during the past winter and early spring, flourishing institutes in 
Haycock, Bedminster and Tinicum. 

When we reflect on the short term in which the schools of these districts 
have been kept open, we cannot but feel surprise and admiration ut the energy 
of the teachers, under such adverse circumstances ! 

Throughout the county, wherever these organizations have been formed, 
the results have been to stimulate the progress of all the schools within the 
circle of their influence. A laudable and liberal emulation has been awakened 
among teachers who have been brought together on these occasions, and the 
evident result of all this has been, improved methods of teaching, with a 
decided advancement in the disciplining of schools. 

Another instrumentality deserving at least a passing notice, is the school 
examinations^ which have now become very common at some period of the 
terms, in all our most advanced districts. An improvement in the mode of 
conducting these has now become one of the best tests of the condition of 
our schools. In former years, on the occasions referred to, the examinations 
were most frequently assemblages of pupils brought together to show their 
fine clothes, and but little attention was given to the inquiry, how they had 
been spending their time at school 1 As now conducted, the latter is the 
principal object. It is to represent the school room exercises during the pre- 
ceding session ; and to make manifest to the parents of the children, what 
equivalent they have received for their ^c^ooZ taxes. Wherever examinations 
have been conducted in this manner for a short period, they have met with a 
hearty approval from those most interested. In a district of the county in 
which the teachers adopted the examination, not the exhibition plan, the meet- 
ings were kept up during some five days in succession, and they were all 
largely attended, with abundant satisfaction both by the parents and other 
invited guests. The directors of this district, after having witnessed the re- 
sults, passed a resolution enjoining such examinations twice in the year. 

Improved Schools. — The borough schools are now all in good condition as 
respects teachers, and they will all soon be in a good position as respects ac- 
commodations ; and the directors having secured the services of competent 
teachers, the good results are every day becoming more apparent. The 
Quakertown board have in process of erection a commodious two story build- 
ing, that will afl^ord ample accommodations for graded schools. 

The Upper Makefleld board are also building a house adapted to afl!brd 
similar advantages for the village and neighborhood of Dolington. 

Bristol and Aliddletown townships have also commodious buildings, simi- 
larly adapted ; and it is expected that during the coming fall and winter term 
the graded schools in both will be in operation. 

The Lumberville school house having been erected last season, with the 
above named accommodations, was taught during fall and winter, by very 
competent teachers. 

Since last report the schools of Newtown borough have been graded, and, 
as very able teachers have been continued here for some years, the change 
has been made with great satisfaction to all concerned. During last year the 
schools of Newtown township were taught with distinguished ability ; and 
within a short period the teachers of this district have united with those of 
the borough in organizing an institute. Its meetings are well attended and 
the exercises instructive. Within a year two commodious school houses have 
been erected. 

The furnishing o( convenient and comfortable school buildings has claimed 
the special attention of many boards of directors, and although there is still 
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a great deficiency in several districts, the improvement, within a few years, !9 
^rery perceptible in nearly all. 

The employment of competent teachers has naturally led the way for im* 
proved accommodations. Thus, in Plumstead townsphip, two school houses 
are under contract for the present season. 

In one of the school districts in which the accommodations are most indif- 
ferent, the board has lately resolved to erect a school house every year, until 
the whole district shall be supplied. 

Notwithstanding these evident signs of progression, there is not a single 
district in the county that has come up to the spirit of the school law, in its 
requirements. It is owing to the palpable deficiencies of our public schools, 
that we have yet to remark the number of private schools in various sections 
of the county. Not but that we have teachers employed in those quarters 
that have ample qualifications, but they have not yet had furnished to their 
bands the requisite apparatus and appliances. 

There has, however, within the last year been a great advancement in these 
means for efficient teaching. Within the period referred to, quite a number 
of our best schools have been supplied with sets of outline maps, as well as 
with charts and apparatus adapted to illustrate the principles of science. Some 
of these are supplied with cheap chemical and philosophical apparatus. A ter- 
restrial and celestial globe of ample size for geographical and astronomical 
illustration, is about to be furnished to one school, within the limits of one 
district, and other apparatus adapted to kindred sciences. When such furni- 
ture as this is more frequently the acknowledged requisite of the school room, 
we may expect our schools to occupy their just place in public estimation. 

But the teachers of Bucks have so thoroughly realized the importance of 
these essential appendages, that in many cases in which the directors have 
been remiss, they have, with a noble energy, either furnished the schools ut 
their own expense, or W subscriptions individually solicited. 

County Institutes, — During the last year three county institutes have been 
held. The first in Applebachsville, in September. This was well attended 
by the teachers generally, in this quarter, and by many others. It was be- 
lieved to have exercised a good influence in this part of the county. 

The next was the annual meeting of the Bucks County Institute and Edu- 
cational society, at Newtown, and continuel four days \ the sessions each day 
showing a more full attendance. It was conceded on all hands, to have made 
a more favorable impression than any before held. 

The last was held at Quakertown, in March last, and continued in session 
four days. This had decidedly the fullest attendance of any ever held in the 
county, and like the others, was very interesting and instructive. 

W. H. JOHNSON, 

County Superintendent. 

B(rcKiN6HA>i, 6M month, Sth, 1859. 
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The past year was one of activity and success. In the midst of opposition 
the friends of the system have worked effectively with the most gratifying 
results. Whilst they will still have to contend with opposition from some 
quarters, the general prospect for the future is much brighter than at the com- 
mencement of the last year* 
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^Pxaminations. — Public examinations were the first labors of the year. OF 
these 1 held twelve, so distributed in different parts of the eounty, as to ae- 
commodate every district. The attendance of directors and other citizens, at 
these meetings, manifested a gratifying increase of interest in the work. Thft 
teachers attended the public examinations with more willingness than they 
did the preceding year. 

Our teachers do not regard examinations as a necessary evil, that must be 
endured because it cannot be avoided, but as a requisite, necessary to our grow- 
ing system and to the progressive tendency of the teacher's profession. I also 
held six special examinations in districts that had employed teachers who had 
not yet been examined. At these special meetings 1 met the several boards 
and many citizens, and had an opportunity of addressing teachers, directors 
and people upon the subject of schools. These meetings did much good, by 
inspiring all parties to greater earnestness in the good work of building up 
our educational fabric. 

During the year I examined five hundred and forty-seven applicants, issued 
three hundred and ten provisional and two professioilal certificates, and rejected 
two hundred and thirty-jive applicants. Although the standard was raised at 
least one-third, yet the old teachers, with but few exceptions, stood the test.. 
But fourteen who had formerly taught school, were rejected.- 

The evidences of progress are, increased attendance of directors and citi- 
zens, a greater desire among the people to witness the examination of their 
teachers, and an acknowledged necessity of public examinations, and the good 
accomplished thereby. 

Teachers. — The number of teachers of our county is increasing, and they 
have improved much during the past year, both in literary attainments, and 
in the art of teaching. There was more analytical teaching than formerly ; 
more energy, earnestness and zeal. Many of our teachers labored faithfully 
in building up and maintaining district institutes, and thus improved the 
whole district in which they labored. As a class our teachers are alive ; 
awake to the interests of the schools, and faithful to the system that gave 
them professional life. I have issued but fourteen professional certificates. 
These are all in the county. There are many who will soon enter the pro- 
fession as permanent teachers. The average qualifications of our teachers is 
about two and a half; last year it was about three, " middling." Our teachers 
attend more to professional reading than formerly. Indeed, all that tends to 
make the teacher and fit him for his work, is sought after with more earnest- 
ness than at any other period in the history of our sounty. But while this 
is the tendency, it must not be inferred that, as a class, our teachers have 
reached perfection. We need more well qualified teachers than are at present 
in OUT county. There were a few last year, who did absolutely no good. 
The schools would have been better without them. Such will be stricken 
from the roll by the popular will, if in no other way. Many of our female 
teachers rank high in their profession, and are foremost in every reformatory 
work. 

Visitations, — I visited about two- thirds of the county last year. In every 
district directors accompanied me — often the entire board. I had the pleasure, 
too, of meeting many paients. Whenever my visitations were previously 
known in the district, the schools were thronged with visitors. I have reason 
to believe that my intercourse thus with the people and the schools was re- 
ciprocally beneficial. The presence of directors and parents gave encourage- 
ment in this arduous work. Hatring witnessed the method of teaching each 
branch, I suggested any improvements in the art of teaching, classification, 
or government, that I deemed necessary. I also addressed the pupils of each 
school, on the subject of education generally, and particularly of things that 
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came under observation in each school. The visitation of schools has awaken^ 
an interest in many places. It is a stimulus to both teacher and pupils. A- 
rents and directors, too, manifest an increasing lintcrest in schools, which has 
grown out of the report made of the schools at the time of visitation. 

Schools, — The statistical reports of the districts show improvement in our 
schools in many respects. But figures will not indicate the essential advance- 
ment that has been made. The advancement was in the manner of teaching, 
more thoroughness, better classification, attention of classes better secured, 
order of exercises more systematic, more regular attendance of pupils, more 
attention paid to orthography and mental arithmetic than the last year, and 
in general, more attention to thoroughness than to the mere act of getting 
through the books. 

In fourteen schools mental arithmetic was not taught ; in three English 
grammar, and in five geography. It is believed there will be no deficiency in 
this respect this year. That all the common branches have not been taught 
in all our schools, is, perhaps, more the fault of the teachers than of the di- 
rectors or parents. The> higher branches are taught in a number of our 
schools. The great object of our directors is to give every child a good, prac- 
tical English education, and, therefore, no encouragement is given to the study 
of the higher branches, until a good degree of proficiency in the common 
branches is attained. 

There are, however, many improvements yet needed, and law cannot make 
these. We need more regular attendance of pupils j more attention given to 
them by parents ; a good system of instruction in all j a sound moral tone 
everywhere inculcated; and moredevotedncssonthe part of teachers. With 
these essential requisites, our schools would accomplish all that is looked for 
from them. In some districts we have too many schools, which is a great 
disadvantage. 

We have but seven graded schools in the county, and we find great difliculty 
to adopt the graded system in the rural districts. Some of the rural districts 
are consummating a graded system that will work well. They will have one 
high school, and four primary schools in the district. Such a system will 
make no additional expense for the district. 

Public Meetings. — During the year I attended twenty-three public meet- 
ings in various parts of the county. These were all called by the directors 
and people. The object of these meetings was, to have a correct understand- 
ing of the school system as set forth in the law of 1S54-, and to secure the 
best means of carrying the law into efl^ect. They were well attended, much 
interest in the cause of common schools was manifested, and afforded me an 
opportunity of addressing, at least, a thousand of the citizens of the county. 
Directors and teachers availed themselves of the opportunity thus presented, 
to make known to the people and to us, the part thej' were performing in the 
good work, and the means they were using to accomplish the most good. 
Such intercourse of school officers, teachers and people, will do much to build 
up the schools of our county, and encourage each other to greater works of 
usefulness. We 7ieed only to understand each other to work together. 

Institutes, — There were eleven more district institutes in the county, last 
year, than the preceding one. About two-thirds of the districts kept up insti- 
tutes during the session of school. These meetings did much good to the 
schools. Tliey were made of practical importance. The directors of many 
districts encouraged these meetings by giving the teachers every Saturday, and 
requiring them to hold a meeting of the institute every two weeks. Our 
county institute was not so well attended as formerly. This is to be re- 
gretted. We think, however, that our teachers have not *' become weary in 
well-doing," but that it was owing to pecuniary embarrassment, and in part, to 
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the inclemency of the season at the time out last meeting convened. We de- 
pend upon our own resources for teachers to conduct the institutes. Institutes 
are a powerful auxiliary, and we will not abandon them. They have done 
much to exalt the teacher's profession, and to prepare teachers for their work. 

High Schools. — The only means within our reach, of preparing teachers, 
are the high schools of our county. There were five schools of this class 
in operation during the year. Over one hundred and thirty of our teachers 
attended during the summer session. The principals of these schools are 
amongst our foremost educators, and they pay more or less attention to the 
preparation of persons to fill the teacher's chair in our common schools. In 
the absence of Normal schools they are of great importance to us in the 
back- woods. 

School Conventions, — There is a growing interest felt in school conventions. 
Several of a two-days' session were held. It was truly encouraging to see 
the deep interest that was taken by the entire districts. These meetings 
might be termed school examinations, for the exercises consist of an exami- 
nation of each school in the district, by the teacher, directors, parents, or 
any other. They have, in all cases, been conducted under the auspices of the 
board of directors. 

School Directors, — Nearly all the boards of directors have visited the 
schools in accordance with the requirements of the school law. Such visita- 
tions result in good. Their effects are seen on the schools. Those districts 
have the best schools, in every respect, that are most visited by directors and 
parents. The District Superintendeucy is not adopted in more than half a 
dozen districts of the county. 

Public Sentiment, — It is believed that public sentiment is better informed, 
and that it is coming right on the educational question. But there is still 
opposition. The cause or causes of this opposing element are not ea^ly de- 
fined. With some, the law is not right — others object, because, to support a 
system of public education requires mone)^ This last appears to be the great 
argument against it. While a few object, that are opposed to any system of 
education. We believe, however, that there is a reformatory work going on 
in the public mind, and that quite a large number of our citizens desire no 
change in the system. 

General Remarks. — The past year was one of great labor. The season, 
while the schools were open, was very inclement, and visitation was, at times, 
next to impossible. But as it was, 1 traveled over the larger portion of the 
county. 

A great work remains to be done. Our schools are just starting right, and 
to keep them right, will require no little effort. We anticipate great results 
in the future. The attention of our county, for the last four years, has been 
taken up with building and furnishing school houses. This labor is past, and 
the whole attention of thel)oards will now be given to the schools. Our houses 
are comfortable and fit for the accommodation of pupils, and are tolerably 
well furnished. Building will not be necessary for a quarter of a century, so 
that we have, comparatively, nothing to do but educate. 

Whilst I can report the aspect of affairs as being of an encouraging charac- 
ter, yet it must not be supposed that the county has nearly reached perfection 
in school matters. It is by comparing our schools and their appurtenances 
with what they were formerly, that I report thus favorably, and enter upon 
he work of a new school year with encouragement and hope. 

My acknowledgments are due for the kind reception I every where received 
^Ist prosecuting my ofhcial labors. 

THOMAS BALPH, 
TLER, June 23, 1859. County Superintendent, 
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There is general improvement and noticeable progress in nearly every dis- 
trict in the county, and in some a marked activity. There is a book agent 
now among us, who is doing much good, in supplying the districts with graded 
books, which could not otherwise be easily procured. The money crisis being 
over, every district is again taking heart. The money arising from unseated 
land tax is distributed every other year, and amounted in this county to two 
thousand one hundred and four dollars. Jackson district, with only seven 
schools, received of this money three hundred and eighty-eight dollars, which 
added to the State appropriation, seventy-two dollars, will almost defray the 
expenses for the present year. Summerhill, Chess, White, Blacklick and 
Conemaugh, also received large dividends of these funds. The Secretary of 
Blacklick writes, " Times look up." The Secretary of Jackson says, " We 
are out of debt and have money in our pockets." In this respect the rural 
districts were, this year, aided immensely. If the disastrous frost which has 
just blighted everything, does not militate against our present hopes, we will 
have good times next winter. Even during the sessions just closed, there hat 
been great zeal and activity. 

Over one hundred schools w^cre visited, all of which afforded evidence of 
improvement. One county institute was held in Ebensburg, at which there 
was more talent displayed than at any former meeting of the kind. Town- 
ship institutes were held in Allegheny, Jackson, Taylor, Carroll and White, 
"which gave evidence of renewed zeal in the cause of education. Exhibitions 
and examinations were held in Johnstown, Ebensburg, Gallitzen, Allegheny, 
White, Taylor, Conemaugh and other districts, which were attended by 
crowds of people. Over forty such meetings were held, at many of which I 
was present. Singing, declaiming, speaking dialogues and reading essays, con- 
stituted the exercises at the exhibitions, while reviews of classes and contests 
in spelling were attended to during the examinations. Spelling contests were 
general through6ut the county. Polemic societies were held in many places 
by the teachers, who universally evinced an uncommon zeal lor self-improve- 
ment. Many individual schools could furnish twenty declaimers from their 
own classes, and I was greeted with speeches at many of the schools. I 
uniformly replied, and required the larger boys to take the *'heads" of my 
speech on a slate, or paper, some of whom "executed" the task admirably. 
There was a greater effort made, both by teachers and pupils, than I ever 
witnessed before in this county. 

Two examinations were held lately, preparatory to opening the schools for 
the new year, at which the teachers acquitted themselves handsomely. They 
are no longer afraid to be examined. We have now in employ twelve teachers 
in and near Johnstown, who have pot their superiors in the State. I may re- 
peat what one of our secretaries said, "Times look up." How long this state 
of affairs may last, I cannot divine. "We know not what a day may bring 
forth." But I give it as my judgment that the majority of the schools in our 
county did nobly last session, and from the present activity, and the desire of 
many districts to procure new books and good teachers, I may promise, at 
least, as *<good times coming." 

With stout hearts to resist difficulty, prudence to moderate our actions, zeal 
to stimulate us, a Governor and Department to aid us, and the blessings of a 
kind Providence to cheer us, we will go on "toward perfection, not layinr 
again the foundations from dead works,^^ There is evident progress in o 
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county, and that progress shall not be impeded so long an I have strength to 
sot. 

S. B. M'CORMICK, 
County SuperintenderU. 
Johnstown, Jane 15, 1859. 
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During the year, the public examinations have been more numerously at* 
. tended by teachers, directors and citizens, than were those of the year pre- 
vious, and teachers generally received better certificates, notwithstanding the 
ereater number and difficulty of the questions. This is encouraging, but there 
18 still room for improvement. We want teachers better qualified in the "art 
of teaching." It is not enough that they answer correctly ordinary questions 
upon the several branches taught, if they have not the faculty of leading the 
minds of their pupils, step by step, from premises to conclusion. Of such we 
have a few, but the greater number arc mere machines, capable, with book in 
hand, to answer "yes," when the pupil answers correctly, and "no," when in- 
correctly — alarms, which whistle when the water is low in the boiler; clock 
work of old fashioned reels, which clicks when the skein is full. 

One hundred and three provisional, and three professional certificates, were 
granted during the year. 

All of the schools were visited once, with the exception of two in Lausanne 
and three in Mauch Chunk township. These were closed when I reached them. 
I designed to visit most of the schools at least twice, but was unable to do so. 
From one to two hours were spent in each school. 

A district institute was organized and regularly attended by the teachers of 
Banks township, and one or two unsuccessful efforts at organization were 
made in the borough of Mauch Chunk. With these exceptions, I have not 
learned that anyltttempt was made to hold a teachers^ meeting in any dis- 
trict. While the teachers remained unwilling to participate in district in- 
stitutes, 1 thought it useless to attempt to organize a county institute, and in 
this particular Carbon still continues behind most of her sister counties. An 
agreement to assist in maintaining a district institute, should be made a part 
oi every contract for the employment of teachers. Those who will not be- 
come participants in these important auxiliaries to the schools, should not be 
employed. 

In conclusion, while Carbon county is still behind many of her sister coun- 
ties in some of the details of the school system, and while there yet remains 
within her borders a few, exercising the rights of citizens, who in their youth 
had no advantages of education, and who without it, have enjoyed excellent 
health, prospered in business and lived in peace and happiness to mature age, 
and having this as their experience, are content that their own children and 
those of their neighbors shall grow up to enjoy a like state of blissful igno- 
rance; yet there is nothing retrograde here. The schools of a majority of 
oar districts are not excelled in similar localities in other counties. In every 
district they are becoming more and more subjects of thought and conversa- 
tion, and the desire to make them more useful is becoming prevalent among 
the active and influential portion of our citizens. 

The popularity of the schools depends almost entirely upon the teachers. 
A man who finds the minds of his children rapidly expanding under the in* 
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structions of a "live" teacher, is one who is friendly to and an advocate of 
the school. He whose children are under the charge of an instructor whose 
somnific mind, like a contagious disease, infects the mental atmosphere of his 
school room, becomes, first indifferent, then unfriendly to the system. Every 
man measures the progress and advantages of the common schools by the ■ 
standard in his own neighborhood. How important, then, is it that we should 
have teachers, not machines, not pedantic icebergs, but men and women of 
warm social feelings, thorough education and expanded minds; whose know- 
ledge is not confined within the covers of text-books; but who, from the works 
of nature and of art around them, from tree and flower, rock and rill, can ini- 
part instruction; whose influence is seen and felt, not alone in the school 
room, but extending beyond it, to the social circle of the neighborhood. 

T. L. FOSTER, 
County Superintendent. 
Mauch Chunk, June 1, 1S59. 
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The diffusion of knowledge in this county is progressing slowly but surely. 
Although imperceptible to the masses, those who are intimately connected 
with the cause of education, or arc interested in the advancement of general 
intelligence, cannot fail to see the manifestations of a growing interest on the 
part of our citizens. Prejudice, which formerly seemed to be deep rooted, has 
died away in many sections, and where it still exists, it is rapidly yielding 
to the cfl^orts put forth by the friends of the common schools. 

The subject of general education has become a popular one. The free 
schools are in reality a "^inc qua non^^ with the people, and they cherish and 
support them as their own. 

Teachers » — One of the surest indications of progress in the county, is the 
improvement of teachers in intelligence, refinement and morality. The spirit 
of improvement seems to move them to action, and to lead them to prepare 
themselves thoroughly for the positions which they occupy. Through the 
medium of institutes and educational associations, a spirit of laudable emula- 
tion has been aroused, which has already wrought wonders. Indolence, sloth- 
fulness and immorality, which unfortunately prevailed among teachers, are 
no longer to be found, and he who is not diligently engaged in striving to 
elevate himself and his profession, receives no encouragement. 

Inatitutes, — The county institute meets annually, and district institutes are 
numerous and well sustained. 

Examinations, — Examinations have been held, publicly, in each district, im- 
mediately before the opening of the schools. They have generally been at- 
tended by directors and citizens. There are occasionally teachers who endeavor 
to procure a certificate by private examination. In order to obliviate this shrink- 
ing from duty, and to avoid the appearance of partiality, it has been deemed 
advisable not to tolerate this unless in extreme cases. 

Districts and Schools. — The number of districts and schools has lately been 
increased by the division of townships and sub-districts. 

School Houses. — Several neat and comfortable edifices have been erected 
during the year. Those districts in which formerly the most violent oppo- 
sition existed to the free schools, are in advance in the erection of neat and 
comfortable houses. The great mass of the school houses in the county, how- 
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ever, want exterior and interior embellishments. A speedy reform in this 
particular is needed. For truly our schools cannot accomplish their great and 
glorious mission successfully, so long as the majority of our school houses 
nave the appearance of pens for the stabling of cattle, rather than buildings in 
which the intellects of our future men and women are to be trained. 

Their dilapidated condition, disadvantageous location, and the manifest in- 
difference with regard to these evils, which is everywhere seen, often lead the 
lovers of reform, and those who have the advancement of education at heart, 
to despond. 

Nothing is so much needed at this particular time as the erection of neat, 
chaste and comfortable buildings, located in convenient and healthful situa- 
tioDS. Attention to this matter is justly demanded, not only in the new and 
sparsely settled regions, but in those districts which boast of distinguished 
educationists, and have an abundance of means. 

The Press, — I feel that I would be doing injustice to the most valuable 
auxiliary in the advancement of education in our midst, by neglecting to 
state that the editors of the papers have labored nobly and faithfully in be- 
half of the free schools. They have not only published notices of associa- 
tions and institutes, but have opened the columns of their papers to teachers 
and others for contributions on educational topics. Some of them have taken 
active parts in the exercises of our institutes. 

They have the best wishes of the teachers of the county, who are striving 
to reward them, by instilling the principles of intelligence and morality into 
the minds of thousands of children, which will prepare them to become sub- 
scribers to their papers, and to read, appreciate, and pay for them. 

J. I. BUKRELL, 
County Superintendent. 

Bellefonte, July 18, 1859. 
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The winter term of school commenced generally in December. A few 
schools were opened earlier, and some even later. The length of term rang* 
ing from two to four months; some districts giving but four months of school 
during the year, divide it into two terms, one of winter and one of summer 
school. Others give the whole as one tertn, and a few have been able to open 
reasonable terms, both summer and winter. 

According to last year's arrangements, not more than three months were at 
my command for visitation. Two weeks of this time were spent in drills and 
attends^nce on teachers' institutes. Three weeks were lost by sickness, in- 
duced by labor and exposure. I was thus able to visit only sixty schools out 
of the one hundred and sixty in the county. 

Schools* — Most of the schools visited were found in charge of qualified and 
reasonably successful teachers.^ Where directors and parents were found in 
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the discharge ot duty, more thorough classification was attained than ercr be- 
fore. But in some districts, directors have not adopted a complete series of 
text-books, or parents have failed to place them in the hands of their children. 
Where such is the case, very little, in this respect, can be expected from any 
teacher. 

Candor compels me to say that some of the schools visited were noted at 
nuisances. When such a state of things was chargeable to the teacher ex* 
dusively — though such was not always the case-— our notes and admonitioEM* 
will ensure either the improvement or rejection of such teachers in future. 

Improved Methods, — About one-third of our teachers have, with more or 
less success, introduced improved modern methods of teaching. Ignoranoe- 
of these methods, want of interest in the work, or a lack of self-confidence on 
the part of teachers, and in some cases a spirit of opposition on the part of 
parents to all innovation, may be assigned as reasons why such improvement* 
have not been introduced into all our schools. 

Thirty-six public examinations were held during the year. Very few were 
examined privately. Six professional and two hundred and ninety-nine pro- 
Tisionai certificates were issued. Forty or fifty of the latter were of very low 
grade, and should, perhaps, have been withheld. About a dozen applicants 
were rejected. 

In a few districts, the directors and a considerable number of people attend* 
«ed the examinations. We notice an improvement in this respect, though in 
some districts we are not cheered by a sight of the directors upon such occa- 
sions. 

The district reports for the year indicate only a meagre visitation of schools 
by the boards. Most heartily do we wish it were otherwise. 

A large number of school houses were built during the year. The exact 
number I am not able to report. Such as were visited, were found to have 
been built upon improved plans, with ceilings of reasonable height, and soma 
attempts at ventilation. In these the desks and seats are generally comforta- 
ble, but in very few of our old houses has any improvement in furniture been 
effected. Black-boards in all our houses, and here and there a map, constitute 
the sum total of our apparatus. 

A Normal institute of four weeks was held in Callensburg in October. 
About fifty teachers were in attendance during the whole, or a part of the time. 
Their self-sacrilicing zeal gave large promise of success in teaching, and so 
far as I have been able to observe, that promise has been fulfilled. 

Two sessions of the county teachers' institute were held. The first of one 
week, at the close of the Normal institute, was conducted by Professor S. F. 
Thickstun, late of Mcadville. The Professor "won golden opinions" from 
all who were in attendance. We very much regret that his removal from the 
State will deprive us of the benefits of his labors hereafter. The second ses- 
sion, of four days, was held in Shippenville during the holidays. A few dis- 
trict institutes were organized and successfully carried on during the term. 

I cannot but return my heartfelt thanks to the people of the county, for the 
kind hospitalitj', and the many evidences of good will that 1 have so often 
received. 

JOHN G. M'GONAGLE, 
County Superintendent, 

Strattanville, June 13, 1S59. 
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The past year has been one of earnest effort on our part, cheered by many 
encouragements. Numerous citizens of the county have our warm and hearty 
thanks for the kind reception they gave us whilst traversing the county in the 
diMharge of our duties. 

Certificates. — I have examined and given certificates to one hundred and 
forty-eight teachers during the year; one hundred and twenty-nine of whom 
have been engaged in teaching in the county, their ages ranging principally 
from seventeen to thirty-two years. 

Examinations. — Public examinations were held throughout the county in 
central locations, usually combining two or three districts in one examination. 
These, with one or two exceptions, were well attended by the citizens where 
tfaey were held, and in some places largely, and much interest was manifest 
ed in the exercises during the examinations, which usually lasted from morn- 
ing till evening. 

institutes. — Institutes were held preceding the examination, and in the 
winter, which were happy in their results upon those in attendance. Besides 
their benefits to the teachers, not a few citizens who had been opposed to the 
system, began to feel that the County Superintendent was performing a use- 
ful worlc. Thus the first light has dawned upon various minds in regard to 
the office. Hut to make the proper impression upon all minds who may be 
convinced, must be a work of time, attended with prudent and laborious effort. 

^ JSTormat school has also been held eight weeks, under the supervision of 
the County Superintendent, attended by thirty-three students. This number, 
though small, is a, good representation for this county. It is a matter of 
much regret that the importance of thoroughly educating the teachers is rea^ 
ized by comparatively few citizens or directors. A noble few there are, whose 
hearts are in the work, and who are ready to put forth every laudable effort 
to raise a thoroughly educated and efficient corps of teachers for the county; 
and these, with the County Superintendent, and living teachers, are effecting, 
and destined to effect, a happy change. 

Improvement of the Teachers. — An emulation has been excited among the 
teachers, so that a majority of them feel an interest in their own improve- 
ment; and many of them have made earnest effort to advance in knowledge 
and ability to teach. It is pleasant to see the emulation among them to equal 
and excel each other in the school room. 

Improvement in Teaching. — As a consequence, a decided improvement has 
been made by many of them hi teaching and school management, especially 
those who enjoyed the ad vantages 'of the Normal school. 

Unworthy Teachers. — But we are yet encumbered with some unworthy 
teachers; some who have neither knowledge sufficient, nor capacity to teach, 
nor have they any disposition to improve themselves for teaching. We hope 
that soon the scarcity of competent teachers, and the clamor of directors and 
citizens for such teachers, which has led us to give them certificates, will be 
removed, and that there will be a demand for none except those who give 
evidence of being qualified for the work. 

Co-operation of Directors with the County Superintendent. — For the proper 
success of the system, it is highly important that the County Superintendent 
and directors should earnestly and harmoniously co-operate together. This 
is beginning to be felt' by many of the directors, and the result is favorable. 

Grading Wages. — They have also began to grade the teachers' wages, ac- 
eording to their scholarship and success in teaching. This is as it should be. 
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Poor teachers should not receive wages equal to medium teachers, nor medium 
teachers equal to the better class of teachers. 

Grading and Classifying Schools. — Progress is making from year to year in 
classifying the schools, and in Clearfield and Curwensville boroughs some at^ 
tempt has been made to grade the schools, and a decided improvement hot 
been effected thereby. But instead of two, there should be three grades, \iz: 
A primary, secondary and grammar school. 

Text'Books, — It will also be seen by the district reports, that although the 
county is behind what it should be in the use of a regular series of books, slie . 
is moving in the right direction in regard to it. The directors of a majority 
of the districts are gradually introducing a regular series into their schools ; 
and the time I think is not distant when a regular series of books will b<- . 
used in every district of the county. 

Mental arithmttic has but recently been introduced into the schools of the 
county ; in most instances the past winter. We made strenuous efforts to in- 
troduce it into all the schools, and succeeded in introducing it into most of 
them; but from the difficulty of furnishing them with books of the kind, and 
the want of a thorough knowledge of it on the part of many of the teachers, 
it was not taught as thoroughly as it should have been. We hope for a de- 
cided improvement concerning it the coming year. 

Buildings and Furniture, — Five new houses have been erected during the 
year, all of a better class than the old ones. The directors generally seem 
desirous of furnishing their districts with suitable houses and furniture, but it 
is to be regretted that they are mostly furnished with uncomfortable seats and 
desks^ There is a decided improvement in black-boards, yet very few houses 
in the county are properly supplied with them. As for other furniture, it is 
hardly to be named. In a few instances I found Outline maps in the school 
rooms; and as for ornamenting the school grounds, that' seems out of the 
question. 

School Visitations, — More attention is paid from year to year to visiting 
the schools by directors and citizens. 

In regard to the attendance of scholars at school, the reports of teachers and 
directors show an increase in the total attendance, and a decided increase in 
the average attendance. 

As a whole, the schools and school system of the county present an im- 
provement and progress, which must be gratifying to every friend of popular 
education. 

L. L. STILL, 

Curwensville, June 1, 1859. County Superintendent. 
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The past has been a year of labor and anxiety; it has also been one of vital 
Buccess for the common schools of Clinton county. Never before had there 
been such a determined effort made by the friends of popular education to 
develop and establish the school system, as during the past twelve months. 
Opposition has yielded, the doubtful have been convinced, and the indifferent 
gone to work. The result of this combined influence for good, will cheer up 
the hearts, and warm up the energies of our citizens for a still more thorough 
work the coming school year. We will particularize some of the improve- 
mentB made. 
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Improvement of Teachers. — In comparing teachers' certificates, and success 
in the "art of teaching" for the past year, with that which preceded it, we 
£nd an improvement of about thirty per cent., taking into consideration the 
fact that the teacher is the life or the death of a school. This result is highly 
|rratifying. 

Another feature in this connection is developing itself auspiciously ; that 
18, Clinton county teachers are finding employment in Clinton county schools. 
The time has been when this class of teachers was ostracised, and our school 
houses filled with irresponsible itinerants from abroad. But a different and a 
better policy obtains at the present. Three-fourths of our schools were taught 
during the past year, and satisfactorily, too, by the sons and daughters of our 
-own citizens. 

Visiiaiion of Schools, — ^Our schools, like those of the preceding year, were 
fdl visited once, many of them twice, and some three times. Between four 
and Rye hundred pupils, that were rather idle spectators than participators in 
the duties of the schoolroom, were harnessed to the work and put in motion. 
Schools were remodeled and classified, short lectures given, &c. 

Mental exercises have received marked attention. Many schools had a short 
daily exercise in "object lessons," "familiar science," &c., while into every 
school in the county, with perhaps three or four exceptions, mental aritl^- 
metic has been introduced. In many schools the large and the small, the ad- 
•Tanced and the primary, all engaged in this exercise. We regard this as being 
•a very important feature. 

JV«w Books. — The directors of each district have adopted a series of text- 
books. The introduction, however, of these text-books into the schools, is 
not accomplished without labor and vexation. Still, we were enabled to in- 
troduce over one thousand copies, and of course, have thrown out the same 
number of old and illegal ones. This was accomplished by appeals to parents-— 
writing them notes to be carried home by the pupil, which, with his impor- 
tunity, scarcely ever failed to bring the "new book." 

Apparatus has been introduced pretty liberally during the past winter. 
With the aid of one of Holbrook's tellurians we succeeded in arousing the 
public mind, by giving lectures and explaining the use of apparatus. Outline 
maps, tellurians, orreries, globes, mathematical blocks, &c., were purchased 
quite extensively — in many instances by private subscription. Many more 
schools will be furnished, in this respect, the coming year. 

Teachers^ institutes and associations^ held during the past year, number 
thirteen ^ and at least ten thousand persons attended them. These institutes 
were conducted on the " drill principle," and were potent aids in improving 
our teachers and elevating our schools. Beside these, district meetings were 
lield, pretty generally, once in two weeks. At all these institutes and meet- 
ings, teachers and friends of the system, were entertained, /r«« of charge^ by 
the citizens of the localities where the meetings were held. 

Graded schools in rural districts have been kept before the minds of the 
people. Lamar district will, perhaps, lead in this movement, though that 
point of honor will be contested by other districts. 

Schools for Colored Children. — A school of this character was opened in 
Lock Haven. Another one is in contemplation in Keating district. The 
colored children of this county are being attended to. 

Directoral visits have been made monthly, in most districts, and much good 
has been accomplished in this way. These visits to the school room cannot 
be too highly commended. 

Examination of Teachers, — No private examinations were given, except in 
a few unavoidable instances. The public examinations were, generally, quite 
krgely attended. 
8 
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The compensation of teachers, according to the grade of their eertificateSf 
obtains in many districts. In half the districts in the county a teacher whose 
certificate does not average, at least, 2, '^ good," is not employed. The salu- 
tary efiects of this rule are readily seen. 

J^Tew school houses have been erected in Lumber, Grove, Lock Haven, Beech 
Creek, Grugan and Chapman. They have been built on improved plans, well 
furnished and ventilated. Many old houses have been repaired. The direc- 
toxB of Dunstable deserve especial praise in this particular. 

•^ good Idea, — In the schools of Laraar, eight in number, the following plan 
was adopted. £very Saturday forenoon one school in the district would have 
a session, ail of the teachers, and many of the pupils of the other schools 
being present. The afternoon was spent in criticism on the morning's exer- 
cises. In, the evening classes would be formed of the pupils present, and 
drilled in the *'art of reading." These meetings never failed to call out large 
audiences. 

The greatest drawback in our schools is irregular attendance of pupils. The 
evils resulting from this are patent to all. Much labor and attention to effect 
a reformation has been given, and with some success ; but a radical cure has 
not been effected. It seems to us that nothing short of legislation will answer 
on this subject. 

An increase in the number of months taught in each year is much needed. 
We are happy to say, however, that our directors view this subject favorably. 

Our thanks are due to the teachers, directors, editors and citizens, generaily, 
of this county, for the sympathy, consideration and support they have extended 
to us. Their good deeds and kind acts will never be forgotten. 

In conclusion, we can look back over the year's labor with satisfaction. T# 
the coming year we look forward with high hopes of increasing success. 

JESSE H. BERRY, 

County Superintendent. 

Mill Hall, June 1, 1859. 
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General Remarks. — The schools of this county, in their main features, are 
pretty much as represented in last year's report. Some districts have made 
no perceptible progress, and never will, until their efforts are better directed; 
but in the aggregate, both in the qualifications of teachers and in the condi" 
tion of the schools, we can witness a decided improvement. 

As impediments are still numerous, our progress is slow; but there are in- 
fluences at work among our more reflective thinkers, observers and prime 
movers, which are destined to elevate our common schools, and by a fairer 
trial, under a more efficient administration of the system, to fix them more 
deeply in the affections of the people. 

Examinations. — These were conducted in the diflferent districts, were gen- 
erally well attended, and had a salutary efifect. Business engagements would 
■ometimes prevent the attendance of directors ; and some would not attend, 
seemingly, for fear some practical improvements should be proposed to en- 
^ge their attention and awaken them from their lethargy, or some startling 
innovations, such as black-boards, mental arithmetic, new books, or high- 
priced teachers should be introduced into the schools to disturb their unsyste- 
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tnatic routine^ or remove those ancient landmarks in the modes of teaehingf, 
which having inherited and cherished so long, they seem so anxious to traai#- 
tnit, undisturbed, to their posterity. 

Visit ations.-^M&tty summer schools were open a short time, but upon vb 
general plan, and these I found mostly under the charge of females, many of 
whom continued and discharged their duties very efficiently during the* winter 
term. After the fall examinations my time was exclusively devoted to the 
schools, and, with two exceptions, I visited all the schools of the county, and 
about two-thirds of them the second time before the term closed. 

Those excepted were not in operation on the days of my first visit, and at 
Uie time of my second visit were out, but I learned their condition pfetty 
.ttearly from the teachers and others. In these visits I did what I could to eo- 
«o«irage the teachers, by commendation or friendly advice, to stimulate them 
to renewed exertion where it was needed, that they might awaken new life 
and interest among pupils and parents, by making the exercises of the school 
interesting and all its accompaniments attractive. 

Directors^ Visits. — I found, by inquiry, that many directors are still culpa- 
bly negligent in visiting schools, alleging that no complaints were made, that 
they are not paid for their services, or some such trivial excuse, forgetting 
that when they assumed the responsibilities of the office, they virtually pledg- 
ed themselves to fulfil the duties imposed by the law and expected by the 
community. Others, however, alive to the best interests of the schools, are 
giving the subject increased attention,^and individual directors, in nearly every 
district, have manifested a noble and self-sacrificing spirit of vigilance. The 
districts in which the schools are graded, are generally most successful, and 
the directors the most attentive. 

The Catawissa board, in a body, visited all their schools every month; and 
having accompanied them in one of their monthly rounds, and witnessed the 
etfect o( the suggestive hints, the wholesome advice and the friendly encour- 
agement extended to strengthen the teachers in their work, I was well satis- 
^d that these visits had a very salutary effect, and everywhere would have 
anch upon teachers, schools and the entire community. Parents in some places 
visit the schools, but the subject is too much neglected. 

Public Sentiment, — In some places are still heard murmurings against thft 
aystem, and all its working machinery, but the idea that it can yet be put 
down, I think is fast dying away before the advancing march of intelligence. 
Apparant reverses may sometimes occur, but they are mostly local and short- 
lived. I lectured upon ^hool topics at various points, and from the good at- 
tendance, the orderly conduct, and pleasant interchange of sentiment which 
always accompanied them, I think the people are advancing; and a desire to 
learn, to investigate and become familiar with facts, is becoming more mani- 
fest in the working elements of society. 

Institutes. — Our county institute was held at Bloomsburg about New Year, 
and continued one week. It was attended by one hundred and ten teachers, 
being an increase of thirty-six over the attendance the previous year. We 
-were assisted by Prof. S. Tenney, of Boston, a member of the Massachusetts 
Board of Instruction, and Prof. H. D. Walker, of Luzerne county, and their 
valuable services did much to augment the interest and insure success. The 
ctfects in various schools were afterwards quite visible. About thirty of our 
teachers also received instruction during two summer quarters in the Normal 
efoss of Oreenwood seminary, at Millville, and others were members of simi- 
lar classes in some of the adjoining counties. 

The Press. — The newspapers of the county have shown a willingness to aid 
me, by opening their columns to communications on school topics, and the 
C^iwnbim Cimnty Republican^ through its editoral columas, and its « educa- 
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tional department," has proved an able and efficient adrocate of the cause of 
popular education. 

General aspect. — The schools are open too short a time for much to be effect* 
ed in one year, but the elements of apathy and opposition have to be worn 
away by perseverance and earnest labor. The gradual, but constant drop- 
pings /rom the fountains of truth and science, are thus wearing down the 
mountains of ignorance, prejudice and error — are elevating our literary posi- 
tion — are developing our noble school system, and spreading its benign in- 
fluences over the entire surface of society. 

Among the improvements may be noticed several new school houses, mora 
oommodious, better furnished, and better adapted to their uses than hereto- 
fore; better classification and more rational modes of teaching in many schools; 
an increase of black-board surface; more attention to uniformity of text-books; 
more visiting of schools by directors and parents, and more educational read- 
ing and study among teachers — though deficiencies in all of these particulars, 
and others, still most lamentably prevail, and I have no desire to apply the 
credit where it is not deserved. 

In conclusion, I desire to return my thanks to teachers for their uniform 
courtesy, and to all others who so generously proffered me their hospitality 
and assistance, as I have been kindly received in all parts of the county. 

WILLIAM BURGESS, 
County Superintendent. 

MiLLviLLE, June 20, 1859. 
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The school year just ended has been one of general prosperity. The im- 
proved condition of school houses and school furniture, the marked improve- 
ment in the qualifications of teachers, the fidelity of directors to their trusl^ 
and the steady support of the people, enable me to report unusual progress. 
At no time in the history of common schools in the county, have they been 
80 efficient as at present. 

My time has been employed in holding examinations for each of the dis- 
tricts, fall and spring; in visiting schools; in distributing the blanks for 
making the monthly and annual reports, and the reports of the Superinten- 
dent; in journalizing the reports of the directors and examining and correcl- 
ing errors; in answering inquiries of directors, and writing, on an average, of 
three letters per day through the year; in holding teachers' institutes; in de- 
livering public addresses, and, in general, endeavoring to uphold the interests 
of education. 

Statistics, — During the past year there have been thirty-five new school 
houses built, at a cost of ten thousand three hundred and sixty-five dollars 
and seventy-eight cents. There has been raised and expended for the sup- 
port of schools twenty-five thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine dollars 
and nineteen cents. If we calculate the value of board furnished the teachers 
gratuitously, and wood, not included in the above estimate, we have the ad- 
ditional sum of thirteen thousand seven hundred and ninety-six dollars. The 
State appropriation amounts to three thousand nine hundred dollars. The 
citizens in the several sub-districts have probably added to the building tax 
at least one-fourth by voluntary contributions, which is two thousand ^y 
hundred and ninety-one dollars and forty-four cents. These several item# 
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make the aggregate sam of Ofty-six thousand five hundred and eighty-two 
dollars and forty-one cents, that has heen expended in the county during the 
past school year. The estimated cash value of the school houses, with fur* 
niture and grounds, is seventy-six thousand nine dollars and twenty cents. 

Examinations, — I have examined during the year eight hundred and eighty- 
tSiree applicants, and have issued county certificates to twenty-two; graded 
certificates, good for one year, to ^Ye hundred and sixteen ; graded certift- 
eates, good for one term, to one hundred and fifty-four; and rejected, as un- 
qualified, one hundred and thirteen. 1 have renewed of the county certifr- 
oates issued by my predecessors in office, twenty-four, making an aggregate 
of the new county certificates of forty-six. By reference to the figures in 
my last year's note book, I find that the improvement in qualifications, is 
upwards of eighteen per cent. In some townships where the qualifications 
were formerly good, the improvement is not so apparent; but in those dis- 
tricts where there were few facilities for preparation, the change is very 
marked. The qualifications are now quite uniform through the couniy. 
The depression in business, and the large surplus of teachers, have operated 
to keep down the wages. The winter schools were in part taught by males, 
there being one hundred and sixty-two employed. The remainder of the win* 
ter schools, and nearly all of the summer schools, were taught by females, re- 
quiring the services of four hundred and nineteen. The aggregate number of 
scholars reported during the year, is thirteen thousand and three. In twenty- 
cne of the districts, academies or select schools were taught during a part or 
the whole of the year, which are principally patronized by those designing to 
teach, and are of course independent of the above estimates of cost. 

Institutes, — The fall session of the countyfinstitute was^heldat Evansburg, 
and was marked by special interest on the part of the people of the vicinity, 
and the devoted attention of the teachers. The spring session was held at 
Espyville, and was characterized by even greater enthusiasm. Each session 
continued one week. During the winter three joint institutes were held for 
the accommodation of the outskirts of the county; one at Jamestown, in cod*> 
junction with Mercer; one at Titusville, with Venango and Warren, and one 
at Spartansburg, with Erie and Warren, in which I was joined by Superin- 
tendents GilfiUan, Burgwin, Spencer and Armstrong, and Professor Sears of 
the Edinboro' Normal school. The aggregate number of Crawford county 
teachers in attendance at these institutes, was not less than five hundred. 

In about one-third of the districts the district superintendency has been 
adopted, and the schools have been visited regularly by the secretaries*. la' 
at least three-fourths of the districts, township associations were organized 
and kept in operation during the winter season. Most of these were very 
successful, and have warmly enlisted the sympathies of the people. 

Grades and Higher Branches, — The higher English branches and Latin are 
taught in a portion of the schools. I have been frequently consulted by direo- 
tors about the propriety of allowing these branches in the rural districts. My 
answer has been, that the school law provides that every individual between 
five and twenty-one years has privileges in the common school, and that it 
is the duty of directors to furnish such instruction as the degree of advance* 
ment of the pupils demands, without too much impairing thereby the more 
general interests of the school. This view of the case indicates the necessity 
of establishing in each district a high school for the accommodation of the 
most advanced scholars* The people are becoming convinced of the need of 
such schools. It is the glory of the system that it admits of such expansion. 

Libraries, — The Principal of the South ward school, Meadville, Mr. Beach, 
has succeeded in establishing a library of some one hundred and fifty volr 
Mmesi with the promise of considerable additions during the current year. This- 
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eBtSFprise is commendable, and we hope it may be imitated by other teacheri. 
We earnestly recommend that the Legidature make an appropriation, where- 
by each school district in the State may be sapplied with a library. 

Text'books.'^The want of uniformity of school books has retarded the pro* 
gress of schools in many districts. There has been, however, great improve- 
ment in this respect, and we hope to be able by another year to report the 
eril corrected. The one dollar occupation tax, both for school and building 
purposes, has created some dissatisfaction, and I can but express the hope 
that the Legislature will, at its next session, speciOcally define what is tax- 
able for school purposes, that the policy may be settled and uniform through- 
out the State. Frequent and arbitrary changes in the manner of laying tax 
Bust always create prejudice against the system. 

In conclusion, my thanks are due to the conductors of the public journals 
for their prompt and cordial support, and to the directors and people who haver 
done me innumerable favors in the discharge of my public duties. 1 can but 
indulge the hope that the year upon which we have entered may be even 
more prosperous than the past, and that I may be* enabled faithfully to dis-> 
charge the duties of my office. 

SAMUEL P. BATES, 
County Superinitndeni. 

Fountain Side, Meadtillb, June 16, 1859. 
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The schools in our county have improved considerably since my last re* 
port. The directors were careful in the selection of teachers, and as far aa 
possible, employed only such as they believed were competent, and the dis- 
erction they exercised caused them but little regret. If directors exercise a 
little independence in their appointments, disregarding all favoritism, the re- 
mit will be that complaints of incompetency will soon cease. 

School Hous4S, — ^Too much praise can scarcely be meted to the directors 
for the wisdom they have exercised in the erection ef good school houses^ 
and the re-modeling of others, and furnishing them with suitable apparatus. 
Daring the coming year a number of houses will be built. 

Teackers. — The teachers generally have made considerable improvement in 
their attainments and methods of teaching, so that the number of first class^ 
teachers is much larger than heretofore, and the number of those, <^ whose 
serriees had better be dispensed with,'' is comparatively small. When the 
good time will come that this latter class will be entirely dispensed with, is hard 
to tell. Teachers, as well as other professional men, sometimes mistake their 
<HtHing, and when this is the case, we may be certain of a failure. The ap* 
peintment ef a teacher who has made no preparation for the work, and who 
merely teaches for the sake of the salary^ exercises a bad influence; it dia- 
eonfagee those who are spending their time and means to be )»'epared, and 
emboldens those who are thus employed to continue in a business for which 
they have ne fitness; but the greatest evil is, that the same salary is gen- 
erally paid to the incompetent that is paid to the well qualified and faithful 
teacher. 

1 will give a few extracts from directors' reports, which will be encour- 
aging to the teachers: '^Our schools are in a very good condition; the at* 
tendknee ie. better than ever before^ the increase of scholars is owing to tk» 
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efficiency of our teachers." ** With such teachers as we have at prescfitt, and 
the encouragement and interest maintained on the part of our citizens, oter 
district must be equal to any in the State." ^'Qur teachers, during the last 
session of school, have rendered more general satisfaction than ever before." 

Attendance, — There has been an increase of about seven hundred scholars, 
and an increase of over five hundred in the average attendance. 

Time. — ^About one- fourth of the districts have extended the time of the sea« 
sion from one to two months. Our county is composed chiefly of farmers^ 
and in those districts it does not at present appear judicious to keep aU Ham 
schools open more than six months. We have summer sessions of three 
months, in about three-fourths of the houses. These are maintained by sub* 
scriptions. 

Salary, — The salary of teachers has been somewhat increased; in some dis- 
tricts considerably. It is difficult to report the exact salary of teachers. 
True, the directors have a fixed sum reported, but many of the best teachers 
receive considerable sums in the districts where they are employed. Of 
course this does not enter into the report. 

District Institutes. — We have regularly organized institutes in nearly all 
the districts, which are well attended and are doing a good work. 

County Institute* — Our county institute meets once a year. The last meet- 
ing was held in Newville, and was better attended than any former one« Five^ 
sixths oi all our teachers were present. The meeting was interesting, anil 
showed conclusively that our teachers are improving. 

formal School. — Our Normal school is doing a great and good work for 
the county. The present session is well attended. I think we may regard 
it as a permanent institution. 

Our prospects. — The directors and patrons are greatly interested in the 
schools, and at no time have we had as good prospects for improvement as at 
the present. 

To the citizens who so kindly entertained me I return my sincere thanks. 

DANIEL SHELLY, 
County Superintendent, 

Sbireicanstown, July 1, 1859. 
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Examinations. — I held the first public examination on the 28th of Angusty 
and last on 9th of October. The number of teachers presenting themseWes 
lor examination, without any knowledge of geography or grammar, I am glad 
to say is rapidly decreasing. But few, comparatively, of the applicants hiave 
kad in youth that which is absolutely necessary, a thorough drilling in intek* 
tectual arithmetic. Accordingly great allowance was made for deficiency. It 
is true, that a number fresh from institutions, in which special attention had 
been given the subject, acquitted themselves well. The most that eould ba 
done was to urge upon teachers the importance of this mental exercise, tha 
necessity for preparation, and the formation of classes in their schools. The 
spirit 01 im{Nrovement, as was manifested at the examinations, still exists 
among the majority of the teachers. It would be well if at every examina* 
tion a full board of directors were present, to judge of the qualifications of 
teachers, and to select accordingly, so that there might be no complaiat after- 
wards. 



40 DAUPHIN COUNTr. 

Viniations, — Immediately after the public examinations were over, I com- 
menced the regular visitations, which were continued until the 10th of March, 
when sickness for a few weeks, resulting from constant exposure, prevented 
me from visiting the schools of several districts a second time. My visita- 
tions afterwards, on account of the closing of the schools throughout the 
county, were confined to Middletown and^Harrisburg. I can only say, gen- 
erally, in this limited report, that 1 found in many schools that the sugges- 
tions of the previous winter were carried out. In a number of schools in 
which heretofore neither geography nor grammar has been taught, quite 
large classes were formed, the result of the employment of those acquainted 
with these branches. I endeavored to make my visits as satisfactory as pos- 
sible to pupils, teachers and directors. 

Improvements. — During the year, notwithstanding hard times, several new 
school houses have been erected, and other improvements made. In the 
North ward, Harrisburg, directors have made an addition to the school house 
in State street, of two fine rooms; also have greatly improved the appearance 
of the whole building; another large room in the Lancasterian building has 
been furnished with first class furniture, and in other respects much improved. 
The beautiful school house in Mulberry street. South ward, referred to in my 
last report, was completed in the fall, and the schools removed to it in Jan- 
nary. It has the best style of furniture in the principal room, and it is the in- 
tention of the directors to furnish the other rooms in the same way. Thft 
female grammar school, on Front street, has been supplied with the same kind 
of furniture. In Linglestown, Lower Paxton, in place of the old house, a 
good substantial brick building, well furnished, with basement for coal, was 
erected. In Union Deposit, South Hanover, good brick building, one story, 
with two fine rooms well arranged. A good brick school house in East Han- 
over. In Derry, two substantial brick houses, with vestibules, cellars for 
coal, built according to plans given in the School Architecture. In Lower 
Swatara, a good frame building; the School Architecture, however, should 
have been consulted. In Upper Paxton two very good school houses, one 
stone, one brick. In Lykenstown, a large frame building, well furnished. In 
Lykens township, a good frame in Mahantongo valley. A number of simi- 
lar improvements are in contemplation, to which I might refer. The amount 
of black-board surface, in many districts, has been greatly increased. 

Suggestions. — I would most respectfully suggest to directors, that to im- 
part more vitality to the schools of Harrisburg, there should be a union of the 
two wards, under a board of control, and a high school in every sense of the 
term, established. That the schools in Halifax, Millersburg, Berrysburg and 
Gratz, be graded. That a school house be built in Fisherville, to accom- 
modate the many instead of the few. That Jefierson join with Jackson in a 
joint school, to accommodate a number in a valley, too remote from the 
schools of cither. That frame school houses would last longer, and be much 
improved in appearance, if well white-washed or painted. That in many 
school houses windows be made to lower, and desks and benches altered* 
That coal houses be built; the experience of districts having them, is, that the 
saving in coal will soon cover the expense. That there should be an out- 
liouse for the children of every school, no matter where the school house may 
be located. That in every district a series of text-books be adopted, and their 
nse insisted on ; and further, if deemed advisable, that the books be furnish- 
ed out of the district funds. That the school register be placed in every 
school. That directors, in their monthly visits, call on their neighbors on 
the way and request them to accompany them. That the salaries of teachers 
be not lowered, if there be a desire to retain the best, but that they be gra- 
dually raised in proportion to their increased qualifications. That the school 
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term, if possible, should be lengthened, and not reduced to the limit of the 
law. That vocal music be introduced into erery school. That the Bible be 
read at the opening of every school; and as in Halifax district, a resolution 
of the board be passed to that effect, and each school room furnished with a 
copy. 

Examinations in Schools. — Last summer, at the close of the school term in 
the North ward, Harrisburg, an interesting examination of the pupils of the 
female grammar school took place. A neat and beautiful certificate, signed 
by the teacher and directors, was awarded each member of the graduating 
class. The manner in which the pupils acquitted themselves, reflected great 
credit on their efficient instructress, and served to show what can be accom- 
plished in our public schools, rightly conducted. Quite a number of exami- 
nations and exhibitions took place in various parts of the county this spring* 
On the fifth of March the pupils of the borough of Gratz and of Lykens town- 
ship, met in one of the churches of Gratz. The day was spent in examina- 
tion, the evening in declamation. It was a most interesting occasion, and I 
Uust other districts will follow the example. 

Institutes. — The teachers of Lykens and neighborhood spent the month of 
August together for improvement, under the instruction of an active teacher 
residing in Gratz. By request 1 spent the Jast' week with them, conducting 
the exercises. An institute of near a week's duration was also held during 
the month of November, in the borough of Millersburg. Several district as- 
sociations were formed and continued during the winter, particularlyin Upper 
Paxton, Lykens, Halifax and Jackson townships. It would be an advantagn 
to each district, were the directors to require of the teachers, that they should 
bold such meetings at least twice a month, instead of compelling them to meet 
a few pupils on Saturdays. 

S. D. INGRAM, 
County Superintendent, 

Habrisbubo, June, 1859. 
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The past year has been one of decided progress. The means heretofore 
adopted for the improvement of our schools, have been continued, and are 
bringing about the desired results. The following are the principal, among 
BDany topics of interest connected with the movement: 

School Houses, — A few school buildings have been completed the past year. 
Several have been repaired. Extensive preparations for building this season 
are in progress. Six buildings are now under contract, three of which are for 
graded schools. 

School Furniture and Apparatus, — Too little attention is bestowed upon 
these. Many seem to think that a teacher needs no tools. Every school 
should be supplied with cards for teaching words, mathematical blocks, globe, 
maps, a large black-board and a dictionary. Black-boards are quite common, 
but much too small. 

Teachers and Teaching, — Teachers are improving. There is an ambition 
among them to excel. Their position is highly respected. They study the 
philosophy of teaching more. They control more by love, and less by fear* 
They are more alive to the importance of thoroughness. They seek earnestly 
for the best methods of teaching. They give more instruction orally, and 



it DELAWARE COUNTT. 

rely less upoo the text-book. They have discarded, mainly, the mere me* 
morizing of words, and attach more importance to the thoughts and feelingi 
which they embody. There is a stronger desire to make teaching a perma* 
Bent business, especially among the lady teachers. 1 speak now of oar firtt 
eUus teachers. We have not enough for all the schools. 

Certificates to Teachers, — Professional certificates of the new style have been 
delivered to teachers in the class above alloded to. Others, I trust, are work- 
ing op to this standard. Ninety-five provisional certificates have been issued 
daring the past year. I have examined nine persons to whom certificates were 
refused. 

Upland Jformai Institute. — This institution was opened for the receptioo 
c€ pupils OB the sixth of September last, and has been in successful operation 
«iice that time. During the year, now about to close, one hundred and sixty-^ 
two pupils have been in attendance. Eighty-one of these were in the teacb- 
evs' department. The exercises are conducted with direct reference to teach- 
ing, and a regular teachers' class is maintained, in which additional instruc- 
tion is given in improved methods of school management. The institution i« 
BOW f^lly established upon a permanent basis, and cannot fail to prove a most 
▼aliiable auxiliary to the cause of popular education. To teachers from Dela- 
ware county, the tuition is free during one-half of each year. 

State JVormal School. — 1 hope, at no distant day, to see the Upland insti- 
tute a State Normal school for the first Normal school district. A limited 
•vtlay, only, would now be required to bring the institution within the re- 
quirements of the law. No location could be found more easily accessible, 
aad none more desirable. The founder is undoubtedly willing. He is anxi- 
Ctts that the benefits of the institution shall reach, as far as possible, the 
common schools of the State. Let the friends of Normal schools consider 
the matter. 

Institutes. — Two county institutes have been held. The average attend- 
ance of teachers at each was fifty. The exercises, for the most part, were 
conducted by the leading teachers in our own county. There are three dis- 
trict associations. 

School Visitations. — I have visited all the schools once; a large majority the 
second time. I stay one half day in each school. I do not, as a general 
thing, make extended examinations of pupils. However, if teachers desire, I 
consent to do so. I usually sit and listen attentively to the exercises of the 
school, as conducted by the teacher, taking notes of such matters as should 
be mentioned to him privately. These relate to general management, discip- 
line, and order o{ the school. I endeavor, for this purpose, to satisfy myself 
lypoa the following points : 

1. Is the teacher skilful in furnishing all with employment while in thm 
school room 1 

2. Is the teaching done in classes 1 

3. Are the pupils prompt, and at the same time quiet and orderly in their 
movements 1 

4. Is uadivided attention secured daring recitation 1 

5* Have pupils been advanced more rapidly than their real attainments wiU 
warrant 1 
6. Are the pupils eneouraged to'correct each other's mistakes 1 
When necessary, and time and opportunity permit, I give instruction is 
the best methods of securing these desirable ends. When I observe an ex- 
ercise which te wanting in point of thoroughness, or when I think I can sug> 
gest a better loay, I assume, for a few moments, the direction of the class^ 
taking care not to detain them so long as to break up the regular order of 
b usi a e ei * If m whole day coald be devoted tp the visitation and examination 
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of each school, this work could be much more thoroughly done. I usually 
spend a few moments in addressing the scholars, and endravor to talk upos 
such topics, and in such a manner, as will inspire them with zeal in the prose- 
cution of study. 

Statiatical Table. — We felt considerable pride in comparing our statistical 
table last year, with the statistics from the other counties of the State. 

We have the longest school term of any^ and we pay the highest average 
salary to teachers, with one exception. Allegheny, in this particular, stand* 
at the head. But it should be recollected, that the report from that county 
meluded that of Allegheny city and Pittsburg, in which the salaries of teaclK 
ers are highly remunerative. We trust that our statistics this year will com- 
pare equally well. 

To the directors and friends of education in the county, I renew my warm* 
eat acknowledgments for their uniform kindness and attention. 

CHARLES W. DEANS, 
County Superintendent. 

Chester, June 15, 1859. 
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Notwithstanding the adverse influencea still at work encumbering th« 
operations of the school system in this county, the past year has been one of 
ffeoeral prosperity to the schools. Fewer failures have occurred than in any 
mmer year since my connection with them. 

The following is a correct statement of the number of teachers discharged 
by directors for incompetency, or other causes, since the first Monday in 
June, 1854: 
Number of teachers discharged during the school year ending June, 1855. . 31 

Number during the year ending June, 1856 27 

Number during the year ending June, 1857 29* 

Number during the year ending June, 1858 10 

Number during the year ending June, 1859 7 

Directors* Visits, — Boards of directors, generally, have manifested an ii^ 
creasing interest in the schools under their supervision. With but few ex- 
captions, the schools were visited by directors during each month of xh^ 
winter term, and the district supervision has consequently been more thoro«gli» 
and more efficient. 

The number of schools remains nearly the same as reported last year. 
Another year's experience confirms me in the opinion expressed in my report 
id last year, that we have to6 many schools. From reports made to me by 
teachers, I am prepared to make a correct classification of the schools in re» 
apect to numbers : 

Number of schools with fifteen pupils, or less 3<( 

Number wUh more than fifteen, and not over thirty • ^ • 6$ 

Number with more than thirty, and not over forty-eight « 139 

Num^ber with more than forty-eight pupils • • 44^ 

The above shows ninety-nine schools which do not number over thirtji 
popils. Some of these cannot well be enlarged or abandoned, being situated 
lA sparsely populated localities, but at least fifty, and probably sixty, oi thei» 
can and ought to be dispensed with. I have been somewhat curious to trac« 
tke Ustory of these small schpols, and I find them ta bci io ali|K>8t everj^ 
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instance, the legitimate ofiispring of the suh-district system. Three- fourths 
of them are the result of divisions of districts, brought about by dissensions 
which will always exist where the schools are defined by territorial bouiH 
daries, and where each is governed by a distinct district organization. One 
of the chief excellencies of the present system is the strong tendency which 
it exhibits, to adapt the number of schools to the real wants of the commu* 
nity; supplying a sufficient number where too few have been established, and 
operating to reduce the number where too many already exist. This ten- 
dency of the system is rendered apparent, by referring to the number^ of 
schools reported from this county from year to year. In 1854« the number 
of schools was two hundred and eighty; or calling the number of schools in 
the city of Erie fifteen, and that of North-East three, the number in those 
districts being the same then as in 1859, the number in 1854 was two hun- 
dred and ninety-five. In 1859 there are reported two hundred and eighty- 
two, showing a reduction of thirteen. 

Attendance of Pupils, — The district reports show a falling oflfin the whohs 
number of scholars in attendance from that reported last year. The real 
diminution in the actuQj attendance is, however, less than the figures in tha 
tables seem to indicate, owing to the greater accuracy with which this item 
is this year reported. 

In the winter term the teachers were requested to ascertain the number of 
persons of legal age in their respective districts, who had not been in the 
public schools within the year. Two hundred and thirty-one teachers com- 
plied with the request, and from their reports I present the following: 

Number between five and ten years of age 184 

Number between ten and eighteen years of age • 151 

Number between eighteen and twenty-one years of age 190 

Total 525 

The above does not include the city of Erie, from which it was hardly po^ 
slble to obtain any precise information. The whole number of scholars in all 
the districts, not in the public schools, does not probably exceed a thousand, 
and of these, the greater portion have been in the academies and private 
schools. It will be observed, also, that the greater part of those reported, 
were between five and ten, or between eighteen and twenty-one years of age$. 
and hence the number between ten and eighteen years, the period during 
which the greater portion received their schooling, is but small. 

Text'Books, — The subject of text-books received from the directors during* 
the last year more careful attention. A complete uniformity has been secured 
in many of the districts, and an encouraging approximation to that result 
made in all of them. 

. Visitations, — The number of visitations made during the last year, is one 
hundred and sixty. Theitime of the winter term was mainly spent in hold- 
ing township institutes. These meetings were, in general, well attended* 
both by teachers and citizens. 

Examinations, — I have held thirty-three public examinations, at which 
three hundred and fifteen candidates were examined, and two hundred and 
seventy-nine certified. The certificates of one hundred and seventy teachers 
were renewed without re-examination. Except in two instances, directors 
have met me promptly in these meetings. Finding, at the commencement of 
the spring examinations, that a large number of very young persons were 
coming forward, with the approbation of their parents, and the countenance 
of school directors, as candidates for schools, I resolved to adopt some age as 
the standard. After some deliberation, the age of eighteen was fixed upon. 
4.t the request of directors, the rule was departed from in a few instances* 
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The result of this step is, that two hundred and fifty- six schools are now 
taught by teachers over eighteen years of age. Of the remaining twenty-six 
schools, twenty are taught by teachers over seventeen, four by teachers over 
sixteen, and two by teachers over fifteen years of age. 

W. H. ARMSTRONG, 
Couniy SuperiiUendent. 
Wattsbubo, July 5, 1859. 
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There are ten districts in the county, in one of which there are no schools, 
from the fact that it does not contain enough citizens for a board of directors. 
Schools, — There are forty schools in the county, and all, with two or three 
exceptions, are in a good and prosperous condition. In the year 1843, there 
were but twenty-one schools. There has been an increase of nineteen. At 
my first visit to the schools in the winter of 1855, 1 found but few in which 
grammar, geography and written arithmetic were taught. Mental arithme- 
tic was taught in but one. At the present time two schools only remain in 
which these branches have been neglected. In all the rest they are success- 
fully taught, and their value appreciated. 

School Houses, — In this respect there is not as much improvement as would 
be desirable — many of the citizens being opposed to a building tax. Gen- 
erally the old houses are patched up from time to time, and made as comfof* 
table as possible; yet we are not without some improvement, in the past 
year a few good houses have been built. Jones has one of the first class com- 
pleted. Gibson has three that answer the purpose very well. Fox has finish- 
ed two, and now has a first class house in progress. Jay has one first class 
house also in progress, and Spring Creek has completed a first class building. 
Host of the remaining houses at present will answer for our small schools. 
apparatus, — We have but little in the way of apparatus; nothing but 
black-boards, charts, and in conection with these, in the borough of St. 
Mary's, a few out-line maps. 

Teachers, — We have forty-six teachers in the county, and, with few excep- 
tions, they are well prepared for the duties that devolve upon them. I am 
happy to say, that at present the most and best of our teachers are citizens 
of our own county, having been brought up in our midst. They are all alive 
in the cause of education, and have made, and still are making great improve- 
ment in their profession. During the past year the teachers and directors 
have kept the system moving. Four years ago, most of the teachers would 
not be examined in geography, arithmetic and grammar; now no teacher 
offers himself for examination without having those branches included. For- 
merly our teachers were imported from New York, principally the refused of 
that State; now we have well qualified teachers of our own. Standard works 
on the art of teaching are now also being read by nearly all our teachers; and 
no certificate is granted to a teacher of a less grade than No. 3, (middling.) 

Institutes, — I have held but two county institutes, of two weeks each. Last 
year, owing to my ill health and the extreme hard times, 1 did not call an in- 
stitute, but intend holding one soon. We are now holding town institutes of 
one day each, and the good already accomplished, by both combined, hat 
gone far beyond our expectations; and I verily believe that more good can be 
efiected in this way than by any other single agency. 
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Te&ekera^ ^saociaitona* — We have held none, from the fact that oar teadh* 
ers arc scattered to such a great extent. This being the case, it would almost 
be an impossibility to carry on such an association successfully. 

The School System. — The system works well here at present. Great im* 
provement has been made, and greater is being made, and I think everything 
considered, Elk county stands second to no other in the State in the advance* 
ment made. We have many things to contend with here, which others have 
not. First, a sparse population, there being forty schools scattered over a 
territory of about eight hundred square miles. Of course the schools must 
be small, and from irregular attendance, caused by wet and damp weather, 
bad roads, distance and cold, &c. Second, our county being new, and the 
citizens, many of them, in limited circumstances, we are not able to raise at 
much of a school fund as would be desirable; consequently our schools can* 
not be kept open any great length of time, nor our school houses be superior 
nor properly furnished. Nevertheless, though the purses of many of our citi- 
lens are small, their hearts are large, and you may depend upon it, that all 
will be done by our directors and citizens that is in their power, in this great 
work. The school system is young, and our county is young, but both are 
growing as fast as circumstances will permit. I have heard no suggestions 
by any of our teachers or citizens for any change in the school system. All 
such ideas are abandoned. Only give us as large a State school fund as pos- 
sible, with aid to our teachers' institute, aqd Elk county will soon stand up 
beside her sister counties in the great cause of education. 

C. R. EARLEY, 

Kbr8£y, June 19, 1859. County Superintendent. 
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Every condition of life has its trials and disappointments, its hopes and its 
fears, its joys and its sorrows. Experience has taught me the important 
truth, that the position of County Superintendent forms no exception to this 
general rule. But there is manifest wisdom even in this arrangement. This 
alternation of lights and shadows, of pleasure and pain in human life, is pro- 
ductive of many enduriog advantages. By contrast we learn to appreciate 
and discriminate; our perceptions of truth and error, of right and wrong, 
become prompt and distinct. Our conceptions of duty are enlarged and els* 
vated. 

The intrinsic merit of any enterprise is generally proportionate to the re- 
sistance it encounters. Although a judicious system of popular education is 
evidently essential to the very existence of our government, and of course to 
the preservation of our civil and religious liberty, what subject has met with 
such bitter opposition! And even now, if that opposition is diminishing ia 
degree^ it is not changing in spirit^ ox in its general character. Those who 
are engaged in promoting the cause of common school education, could a«* 
complish much, if they could receive the sympathy and co-operation of ail 
who are deeply and directly interested. Is it unreasonable to ask and expect 
this sympathy and this co-operation from those for whom we labor, whose 
best interests we desire and strive to advance 1 But our expectations are not 
always realized. We are often embarrassed in our labors, either by a spirit 
of vindictive opposition, or of carping criticism. But we rejoice that this 
portraiture has its counterpart, l^e best men of our commuaity, of everj 
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iect &ih1 party, are the ardeat, steadfast, active friends of popular education. 
Our county has its full share of these nohle spirits. 

The cause of common school education in Fayette county has been pro- 
gressing steadily^ if not rapidly^ during the last year. The annual district 
reports indubitably testify to this fact. In a large m^ority of districts, the 
directors are exeretsiog a salutary influence over the teachers and pupils, by 
regular schoQl visitations. In several townships teachers' wages have been 
raised from twenty-five to twenty-eight and thirty dollars per month. Our 
schools, very generally, close their sessions by public examinations and ex- 
hibitions, which are often very interesting, and give evidence of the teacher^s 
tact in his profession. These examinations arc becoming very popular, and 
indicate that change, which is gradually, but certainly taking place in public 
sentiment. The number of teachers' district associations, or institutes, m 
annually increasing. Citizens often attend those institutes, and become a<y 
tive, prominent, members. There is an increasing demand for the highest 
grade teachers; while those of inferior qualifications have greater difficulty 
in obtaining situations. Among all our best teachers a radical change hat 
been effected in the mode of imparting instruction. Our modem school hoasea 
mre very greatly improved in construction and arrangement. These are a few 
of the most prominent and conclusive indications of advancement ^ and that ia 
the right direction. 

Institutes, — We have held two county institutes during the year. A synopsis 
af the exercises of these institutes was published in the ^* Pennsylvania School 
Journal," and in two of our county papers. From the citizens of East Liberty 
And New Salem, (places of meeting,) and vicinities, the teachers and meiD>- 
bers of our association were received with the utmost hospitality. Concen»- 
ing the character of the influence these institutes exercise upon the commit- 
Bity in general, as well as teachers in particular, there is but one aentimesyt. 
Our sessions, day and night, were attended by many of our most respectable 
citizens. Their presence, and approbation and sympathy, cheered us onward; 
warming our hearts by the inspiration of zeal and courage and hope. 

I feel no disposition to make any invidious comparisons; but 1 should have 
noticed in my last annual report, the enlightened policy of the Connellsville 
township school directors. They gave thirty dollars per month to first class 
teachers, and refused to employ any other kind. They adopted that system 
of district supervision recommended by the Department. They also built an 
excellent house after the model on page 36, of the ''Pennsylvania School 
Architecture.'* During the last year, houses have been built in the follow- 
ing districts: Luzerne, Redstone, South Union, George, Wharton, Henry 
Clay, Saltlick, Franklin and New Salem, (independent.) The last named, is 
an excellent two story building, twenty-eight by fifty-six feet, well arranged 
and well finished. The school directors and citizens of New Salem, inde- 
pendent district, deserve much credit for what they have done, and are still 
doing, to promote the cause of popular education. 

There is evidently an increasing demand for school laws, superintendents' 
reports, and other educational documents. The common school systems of 
other States are attracting the attention of many of our citizens, and compart 
sons between those systems and that of our own are frequently drawn, favor- 
able to the latter. These are certainly indications of a transition state in 
public sentiment. 

District institutes have become so frequent and general through the county, 
that it is not necessary to particularize. Schools, in which Normal classea 
are now taught, are accessible to all our teachers. From our district reports 
the Department will perceive, that school visitation by the directors, ii not 
peripdical and uniform, is becoming very general* 
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During the last year 1 examined two hundred and twenty-eight teachers, 
to two hundred and sixteen of whom I granted the temporary, and to twelve 
the professional certificate. While the schools were in session, 1 was coi>* 
stantly engaged in visitation. I visited all the schools once, except ten, (and 
■ix of these were not in operation at the time,) and several twice. 

J. V. GIBBONS, 
County Superiniendent, 
Brownsville, June 3, 1859. 
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Although there is no remarkahle difference in the condition of the schools 
from last year, yet they are progressing, and the advantages of the school 
system are rapidly developing themselves. The operation of the school sys- 
tem in Forest county, is meeting the most sanguine expectations of its long 
and continued friends, and is enlisting worthy champions into its ranks, who 
are able and willing to battle for the preservation of the system, and to aid 
in urging it on to that position for which it is destined. The inhabitants 
are beginning to manifest a spirit of improvement in educational interest. 
Forest county is a new, and, comparatively speaking, unsettled county, but 
the day of its progress and rapid improvement has come. Its productive farm* 
ing land, and its valuable timber, can no longer remain unnoticed, and with 
the progress of the county, the schools will keep pace. The directors deserve 
much praise and credit for their faithful attention to the schools. The gov- 
ernment of the schools is mild, and corporal punishment is only resorted to 
ID extreme cases of disobedience and bad conduct. The teachers, with a few 
exceptions, make every exertion to completely qualify themselves for the 
duties of their profession. 

CYRUS BLOOD, 

Mabibn, July, 1859« County Superintendent. 
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School Houses, — Thirteen of our worst houses were torn down during the 
past year, and new ones erected in their places. They are all brick, except 
two, and are generally good, substantial buildings; much superior to those 
erected a few years ago — there being more regard paid to location, size, ap- 
rangement of desks, height of ceiling, and especially to that important point, 
ventilation. 

Owing to the financial crisis, only four of the rooms in the school building 
in Chambersburg, spoken of in my last report, have been completed. It is 
expected that the other four will be finished and ready for school before the 
commencement of the next session. When completed, it will be one of the 
finest school buildings in this section of the State. 

Besides the new houses, quite a number of the old ones have been repaired, 
and 80 remodeled in the inside, as to make them tolerably comfortable. How- 
ever, we still have some very inferior houses, totally unfit for their usest it 
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18 hoped that most of them will be replaced by better ODes during the coming 
year. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — In this respect there has not been the desired 
improvement, but it is still noticeable. Some of the schools have been fur- 
nished with outline and other maps, and a few with globes, charts, &c., gen* 
erally by the teachers, except in Letterkenny, where the outline maps were 
furnish^ by the directors and teachers together, each bearing a part of the 
expense. Many of the old black-boards, two feet by three, have been re- 
moved, and good ones substituted in their places. 

I cannot forbear noticing, in this place, the school of Miss Royer, of Wash- 
icigton district. She furnished her school, at her own expense, with outline 
maps, tellurian, geometrical solid, terrestrial globe, hemisphere globe, cubi- 
cal blocks, magnet, &c. The directors seeing the interest manifested by.her, 
in thus furnishing her school, and by her pupils during my visit, at my sug- 
gestion, so remodeled the room as to make it worthy of its occupant. 

A year ago i was surprised to find so little attention paid, throughout the 
eounty, to cleanliness and neatness in the school room. In this respect, there 
has been decided and commendable improvement during the last session. 

Sckoo/s, -^There are two hundred and three white, and five colored schools 
in this county, with two hundred and thirteen teachers, and about eleven 
thousand one hundred scholars. About twenty of the schools are too large, 
some of them having upwards of seventy scholars. One school in Fannett 
bad upwards ot one hundred scholars admitted the last session; but one 
teacher employed, and house not large enough to seat fifty scholars comfjr- 
lably. This is much the largest school in the county. The remaining one 
hundred and eighty-eight are not much too large, and a few of them to» 
small. Where the schools were not too large, there has been marked im^ 
provement within the last year. 

Ttachetit and Teaching. — ^Many of our teachers are using every means, in 
their power to fully qualify themselves for their profession. A majority of 
them are young, and in a short time will make first class teachers. Teachers 
have improved considerably within the last year, in almost every respect; 
but it is most readily observed in the methods of imparting instruction. 
Many, who used to travel in the beaten track of our ancestors, have been con- 
rinced that there is a better and more practical way, and consequently have 
abandoned the old methods. But necessity compelled the employment of a 
few, who knew nothing of classification, and are unwilling to be instructed; 
they consequently teach without any system, the only object in view being 
the salary. 

Most of our teachers intend making teaching a profession, provided such 
salaries are paid as will justify them in so doing. The only obstacles in the 
way of securing a sufificient number of competent and faithful teachers, are 
the low salaries and short terms. Directors have it in their power to remove 
these, but they appear slow in applying the remedy. Heretofore, young men 
would engage in teaching for a few sessions, until they became good teachers, 
then finding some other business more lucrative, they quit the profession. 
So will it ever be, until they are better remunerated for their services^ 

Branches Taught. — Last year 1 found many schools in which neither geogra- 
phy nor English grammar was taught. Now there are but few schools in the 
county in which they are not taught, at least to some extent, and those are- 
general ly situated in backward localities. There are also some schools in. 
which mensuration, algebra, natural philosophy, English composition^. v^caL 
music, &c., have been introduced. This is right, when the pupils are suffir 
•iently advanced in the primary branches, and enumerated in the law, are- 
not negleoted. Mental arithmetic had been introduced into but few aciiQoU^ 
4 
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?rior to the last session, and with many teachers it was quite a Bei¥ thing* 
low it is taught in more than one-half the schools in the county, and ia 
some of them very successfully. 

Clasnfication. — The utter want of classification in a majority of our schools, 
mentioned last year, has heen greatly remedied in most of them, hut in others 
it still exists. Sometimes the fault of directors, sometimes of parents, and 
the teachers vexy often no less guilty. The first, because they did not adopt 
a regular series of text-books ; the second, because they did not furnish thoat 
that were adopted ; and the third, because they did not make proper exertions 
to have them adopted, and the schools supplied with them. I believe, how- 
ever, that a uniform series of text-books has, at length, been adopted in every 
district in the county; but in two or three, not till after the close of the last 
session. 

Directors, — Until within the last year or two directors were elected, not 
on account of merit, but from party spirit. The party in the majority, always 
electing the directors, without regard to whether they were the best men or 
not ; sometimes wholly without qualifications. This has operated nnore against 
the prosperity of the school system in this county, than any other single cause* 
At the last election, in a few of the districts, candidates were run for the office 
without regard to politics, but according to qualifications, and in almost every 
instance where such has been the case, the friends of education have been suo<4 
cessful. This is as it should be. I hope that more of the districts will imitats 
the good example. Even some teachers have been blind to their own interest 
in this respect, but they are beginning to see their error. 

Examinations. — The teachers' examinations in each district were attended 
by one-third more directors than were present last year, and by more than 
•double the number of citizens. This, certainly, shows an increased interest 
•on the part of directors and parents. 

Visitations, — 1 visited every school in the county once, and thirty-eight of 
them twice; making from two to three schools per day. I was accompanied 
by one or more of the directors, in every district, to a part of the schools, and 
in most of them to all, or nearly all of them, except in Greene, Green Castle, 
Peters and Quincy ; in these I had to go alone. 

Mr. John Croft, of St. Thomas, spent ^ve days with me in visiting schools, 
and also attended a public meeting nearly every evening during the week. 
There are other directors who spent as much as three and four days with me. 
1 fj>equently found quite a number of citizens present, and some of them would 
go along to several of the neighboring schools, to see how they would com- 
pare. When I visited the eastern school, in the town of St. Thomas, 1 found 
five directors, six teachers and fifteen citizens present. This speaks well for 
St. Thosias. 

Directors^ Visits, — The directors visited the schools much more regularly 
the last year, than they did the preceding one. 

Public Meetings, — I addressed thirty- seven public meetings during the last 
year, discussing the school system, and the interest and duty of the publis 
with regard to it. Such meetings are productive of good, but one draw-back 
is, that many of those opposed to the system, will not attend any meeting of 
the kind. 

County Institute. — This association met twice during the past year. The 
annual meeting at Chumbersburg, in November last, was the largest meeting 
of the kind ever held in this county. The semi-annual meeting was held at 
St. Thomas, in May. The exercises of the latter were more practical, and of 
greater benefit to the teachers. 

A meeting of teachers was also called at Upper Strasburg, in December. 
NotwHhstandiiig the snow and storm, tbe dififerent sessio&s>4}f this^three days! 
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imstitute, were attended by upwards of four hundred visitors. This was very 
encouraging for a small place like this. 

District institutes have been organized in thirteen or fourteen districts; but 
in some of them they were not successfully carried on ; in others they were 
productive of good. 

Teachers^ MofUh, — Saturday schools are now abandoned in all, except three 
or four districts, and directors generally require every alternate Saturday to 
be spent in a teachers' institute. 

Examinati(ms and Exhibitions. — These were held in a few schoals at the 
close of the last session, and with very good effect, in arousing parents from 
their lethargy. 

The Press, — The conductors of the public press of this county have ren- 
dered most efficient aid to the cause, for which I am under obligations. 

Public Sentiment, — ^Not long since, in most of the districts, it was thought 
by many, that almost anv one was fit to teach school. This is no longer so, 
but there is a commendable disposition on the part of directors, and citizens 
generally, to procure good teachers. They are beginning to see the value of 
a good preceptor) and many of them are willing to pay him a reasonable salary. 
We have many ardent supporters of the school system, and I think I can safely 
oay, that public opinion is generally favorable to the whole school system, and 
that it is gradually and steadily gaining ground. There is one director in this 
eounty, and I hope only one, who is opposed to superintendent, director or 
any one else visiting the schools; thinks it only disturbs them. 

I return heart felt thanks to directors, teachers, citizens and pupils, for 
their kindness and hospitality. 



Upper Strasbitrg, June 17, 1859. 



PHU.IP M. SHOEMAKER, 
County Superintendent, 
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School Houses. — 1st class, good, 15 ; 2d class, improvable, 10 ; 3d class, 
unfit, 35. 

Material of School Houses. — Brick, none ; stone, 6 ; log, 24 ,* frame, 30. 

School Furniture. — 1st class, good, 8 ; 2d class, medium, 12 ; 3d class, 
unfit, 40. 

Schools. — 1st class, graded, 1 ; 2d class, classified, 36 ; 3d class, neither 
graded nor classified, 23. 

Teachers. — ,^ges of Teachers, — Under seventeen, none; between seven- 
teen and twenty-one, 6 ; between twenty-one and twenty-five, 18 ; between 
twenty-five and thirty, 2; between thirty and forty, 15; between forty and 
fifty, 10 ; over fifty, 3. 

Birth-place of Teachers. — Born in Pennsylvania, 50; bom out of Penn- 
sylvania, unknown. 

Experience in Teaching. — ^Taught less than one year, 21 ; from one to three 
years, 18 ; from three to six years, 7 ; from six to ten years, 6 ; from ten 
to twenty years, none ; over twenty years, 2. 

Professional Reading. — Number who have read books or periodicals on 
teaching, 22 ; number who have not, none of the others to a great extent. 

Permanent Teachers, — Number who intend to make teaching a permanent 
businessi 4 ; those who do not, no others as far as I can learn. 
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Grade of Teachers, — Ist class, qualified, 10; 2d class, medium, 18; 3d 
class, unfit, 26. 

The ^'statistics" herewith inclosed will, I think, exhibit the condition of the 
affairs of our common schools, as accurately as it can be done by figures. 

I find no statistical report published for this county, and I trust this may 
be of some advantage to the Department, and to the directors of the county. 
I do not suppose it is in all respects perfect, and in many points great allow- 
ance must be made. For instance, when I report a school house as first class, 
I mean only as first among the school houses of Fulton county, and not as 
compared with those of more favored localities; and so also in other respects, 
erring, if i err, upon the side of kindness and good will to my county. 

To report that our schools are in a flourishing condition, would exceed the 
truth. While they may compare favorably with the schools of other moun- 
tainous, sparsely settled, and poor districts, yet they fall far below what every 
good citizen and friend of education would wish to see them. 

The cause of any failure in the system in our county, is briefly thist There 
is not money enough to keep the schools in successful operation for a longer 
period than four months in the year. 

As a result, there are not five professional teachers in the county ; the wages 
paid being too small to justify any well qualified teacher in remaining with 
us, except in a few cases. 

As much as this state of things is to be regretted, i see no remedy, no hope 
for a change, except by a diflerent mode of taxation; and that is not likely to 
take place very soon. 

In some districts, however, there has been great desire manifested by some 
of the citizens to effect an improvement in the condition of their school aflfairs. 
Wells district I must particularly commend as leading all others in spirit and 
energy; they having erected, during the past year, a large and convenient 
school house, and established in it an excellent graded school, under the super- 
vision of accomplished teachers. This has, however, been done, in a great 
measure, at the expense of private'persons, and, I am sorry to say, in opposi- 
tion to the wishes of some of the directors of the district. 

M'Connellsburg and Ayer districts would rank next in the character of their 
schools. 

In Bethel district the directors did not open the schools during the past 
year. 

As to the teachers of our county, I will only say, that it is one of the great 
diflUculties in the way of our advancement, that teachers are constantly chang- 
ing. The same school is seldom taught, for two sessions, by the same indi- 
vidual. 

Young men, so soon as they are qualified, seek employment in other coun- 
ties, where the salaries are better. Their places must be supplied by school 
boys, and persons totally unfit for teachers, in many cases, or else the schools 
remain vacant, and the ** appropriation," too, forfeited. We must have more 
money — a larger school fund. We must have longer school terms, and then 
we will have properly qualified teachers, and the school system will become 
what it was intended to be, a blessing to us all. 

GEORGE A. SMITH, 
Late County Superintendent. 

M'CONNELLSBURG, JuUC 6, 1859. 



GREENE COUNTY. !)3 



GREENE COUNTY. 

1 held a Normal institute in Jacksonville, of two weeks' duration, in Octo- 
ber last, at which we had fifty teachers. It proved a pleasant and profitable 
meeting to all, and stimulated the teachers to renewed zeal and activity in the 
accomplishment of their important work. 

District Associations. — Perhaps two-thirds of the districts in the county 
organized during the last winter, teachers* associations, and many of them 
kept them in vigorous activity all winter. 

The Districts. — Aleppo, — There were no schools in operation in this dis- 
trict during the past winter — cause, no funds. The bad management of former 
directors has so involved the district, that the present hoard had to levy a 
tax of fifteen mills to the dollar, in order to meet the present indebtedness. 
This district is poor, the land being but recently disposed of in parcels, and 
consequently not yet much improved. It is to be hoped that better times are 
eoming. 

Centre, — There were twelve schools in operation in this district during the 
past winter. The directors paid but little attention to selecting competent 
teachers, and visiting the schools. The school houses are not of finest archi- 
tecture; not well furnished, and with very little school apparatus. 

Cumberland, — This is one of the first settled townships in the county, and 
one of the richest in agricultural productions. There were twelve schools in 
operation during the past winter. The directors have paid some attention in 
selecting good teachers, and visiting the schools. There are black-boards in 
all the school houses, but no maps nor other school apparatus. There are 
quite a number of right-minded school men in this township. 

Carmichaels borough has two schools. The directors of this district look 
beyond the reward of dollars and cents, and stand boldly at their posts, en- 
deavoring to discharge their duties, considering the gratitude of the rising 
generation a sufiicient reward for their time and lahor. The common school 
system has many staunch friends in this village. 

Franklin has considerable wealth, and some enterprising citizens. One 
▼ery good school, one good, the rest of the third class. The houses, gener- 
ally, only middling; some very poor. 

GUmore^ for a new district, is doing well. The directors manifest consid- 
erable interest in the discharge of their official duties. 

Greene has five schools. The directors manifest but little interest in the 
cause of education, being principally opposed to the system. The houses in 
this district are all good, and well furnished. In the latter respect they sur- 
pass any in the county; but the indifference manifested on the part of the 
present board, and the low standard to which they have reduced the wages, 
IS such, the competent teacher will not take hold ; consequently the schools, 
in regard to advancement and progress, all stand in the third class* 

Jackson. — There were six schools, or six places denominated schools, in 
operation in this district during the past winter. The directors regard but 
little the school law, and do not trouble themselves about the schools under 
their charge. The houses are generally of the fifth class, except one new 
log, which is a middling good hull, but very poorly furnished. This district 
is much behind the times in point of education. In regard to advancement 
and progress, the schools stand two of the third, two of the fourth, and two 
of the fifth class. 

Jefferson has seven schools in successful operation. The houses are neat, 
comlor table, well arranged and admirably fitted to be the training places of 
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yonth and children. The requirements of the law are well enforced by the 
board of directors. The schools are visited, but not as frequently as would 
be advantageous, by parents and directors. ' The schools, in regard to advance- 
ment and progress, stand six of the second, and one of the third class. 

Jefferson borottgk has two schools. The directors have graded them, and 
secured the services of competent instructors, but so for as I could learn, paid 
but little attention to visiting the schools and encouraging the teachers. The 
schools, in regard to advancement and progress, stand one of the first, and 
one of the second class. 

Mt. Morris has one school. The directors of this district manifest a deter- 
mination and active zeal in the work of educational reform, worthy the noblo 
cause in which they are engaffed. This s<^ool stands number one. 

Morgan has six schools. The directors of this district are a philanthropic 
band, who have the interest of the rising generation at heart, and are endeavor- 
ing to extricate the thoughtless mass from the thraldom of ignorance, by stand- 
ing up boldly and fearlessly in defence of the principles of the common school 
law. They have increasea the school fund, and have paid their teachers liber- 
ally. Therefore, the cause of education has advanced very rapidly in this 
township within the past three or four years. All the school houses are fur- 
nished with black-boards and maps. 

Morris has eleven schools. The directors pay no attention to any of their 
duties, farther than to levy and collect the tax, leaving the duty of selecting 
the teacher and fixing the salary, with the citizens of the several sub- districts. 
As to visiting the schools, that they take no account of. The schools stand, 
one of the first, three of the second, two of the third, five of the fourth, and 
one of the fifth class. 

Monongahela, — The most of the school houses in this district are comfor- 
table and conveniently furnished with desks and black-boards, but no maps or 
other school apparatus. There are a few active and zealous friends of educa- 
tion in this township, who evince a deep interest in the schools, by frequent 
visitations; but there are others, who declare that the schools are not as good 
how BB they were before the present school system was put in operation. 

Marion. — Can say nothing in relation to this district, school not visited. 

Richhili has seventeen schools. The directors of this district manifest an 
interest in the general cause of education, highly commendable. They also 
have taken considerable care in selecting competent teachers, with some few 
eioeptions, and have paid some attention to the visiting of the schools under 
their charge. The schools stand, one very good, five good, nine middling, 
and two poor. The houses are generally poor, and poorly furnished. 

Wayne and Wfdtdy have made some improvement during the past year. 

Washington has seven schools. In relation to this district I have nothing 
faVotable to report, but am forced to say, that some of the directors, and man j 
of the citizens, have stood in open hostility against the common school sys- 
tem. This opposition is the result of ignorance. 

There have been one hundred and twenty^eight male teachers employed 
during the last year. Twenty-eight of these stand very good; sixty are 
tdefaUy well qualified; forty had better either quit the business or go to 
Mhool themselves and learn the rudioienls, before they attempt to teach 
others. There have been twenty-three female teachers employed during the 
winter. Eight of these stand very good ; twd ve are tolerably well qualified; 
tfaoree had better quit the business. 

A. J. M'GLUMPHY, 
Late County Suptrintendeni, 
Wathbsbueo, July 6, 1869. 
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Immediately after transmitting to you my last annual report, 1 conferred 
with each hoard of directors in this county, and proposed to re-construct, and 
improre one school house in each district, and render it suitable to the com* 
fort and convenieDoe of the school and to a system of instruction. When re- 
quired, drafts were prepared by me, and sumnitted for examination and im* 
provement. Nineteen districts acceded to the proposition, and in furtheranoe 
of it, nine houses were thus improved ; seven new houses were built upon 
improved plans, and other engagements remain to be coihp)eted hereafter. 

At the annual examinations of teachers, which commenced in Augrust, the 
i^plieants were much more numerous than formerly, and, in general, a marked 
di^ee of improvement in qualifications was found. One hundred and ninety* 
four applicants were examined, and certificates were withheld from twenty* 
three of that number. In every instance the teachers rejected were entitled 
to a re-hearing, and the same privilege was extended to those who were dii* 
satisfied with the grade of the certificate granted. Some, of moderate attain* 
ments, are indifferent to any improvement in the art of teaching, and theif 
rejection hereafter will be considered an official duty that must be met. 

The improvements in the system, during the last year, are creditable. In 
several districts the school term has becm extended; the salaries of teachers 
have been increased, and a deeper interest manifested by directore and parents. 
In nearly everv township there was a better attendance on the part of scholars, 
hi about one-third of the districts an improved course of study, and an im* 
proved nnethod of instruction, was introduced. In addition to the common 
branches, algebra, natural philosophy, and a course of composition, were taught 
in eleven districts. In addition to these, geometry, surveying, history, phy* 
sical geography and astronomy, were taught in seven districts. Physiology, 
book-keeping and the Latin grammar, were regularly taught in three districts. 

In thirteen districts, the system has improved one hundred per cent. In 
ten districts, the schools hate improved fifty per cent. 

The schools of this county cannot all be visited by one Superintendent in 
the short term that many districts now have. I take pleasure in acknow- 
ledging the services of Dr^ John H. Wintrode, whose advice on other occa* 
fiTons has been cheerfully given and cheerfally received. The schools of 
Penn, Hopewell, Tod and Cass districts, were visited by him. 

I have thus given, briefly, the present condition of the schools and the im* 
pTovements, during the last year. Ouly one suggestion is proffered at thi# 
time. Although numerous and bitter complaints are heard from interested 
parties, it is only under mismanagement or official neglect^ that the people 
seriously complain; and I am fully perauaded that a faithful adherence to the 
spirit of the law, is best calculated to strengthen public confidence in it* 

ALBERT OWEN, 
County Snferintmiimtn 

H(7NTiNfiroN, June 10, 1859. 
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The general features of common school afikirs have not materially changed 
within the past year. The healthy impetus which we have enjoyed for the last 
four years, still continues, and (though in some places slowly) is surely leaven- 
ing the whole mass. Our local dark spots are diminishing, both in size and 
number; whilst our fields of light are enlarging, and must enlarge until they 
embrace the entire area of our county. We have many foretastes of what the 
system will be in its full and happy development. 

To establish the foregoing general proposition, we adduce a few items of 
iDControvertible testimony. 

First. Healthy and informed public sentiment, has conceded that teaching 
•chool and keeping school are difierent things; whereas, formerly they were 
thought to be synonymous. The discovery, by the masses, of this impor* 
tant truth, is a noble testimony to the worth of our system, whilst of its truth 
we dare not doubt, so long as we hear on every hand the cry, ''give us teach* 
ers and away with school keepers, and we are satisfied." Those generally 
filling our schools hve years ago, would not now be tolerated a single month. 
Here we see progress beyond dispute. 

Second. Teachers now feel that they have an important mission, a great 
work to perform; hence those who arc beginning to, or have already secured 
public confidence, are untiring, not only in the discharge of duty in the school 
room, but in laborious study, as opportunity offers, to improve in all th« 
branches of knowledge necessary, and in the art of teaching. Hence, teachers' 
aasociations, institutes, drills and normal training, are highly valued by th« 
teachers of Indiana county. Their motto is, onward and upward. 

Third. Public sentiment now admits, that suitable houses and furniture ar« 
essentials in the great work of education. Where school houses and suitable 
conveniences have taken the place of the huts or pens in which children were 
formerly confined, the results have been most satisfactory, and this develop- 
ment of the genius of the system has gained for it many friends. 

Fourth. The manifest improvement and unity in methods of teaching.->— 
Teachers now labor in the same way and by the same common methods, ("and 
those the most approved,) to accomplish their peculiar work. Instead oi the 
almost endless variety and conflicting methods of committee days, we have 
harmony of method and unity of design; one hundred per cent, ahead of the 
best efforts preceding 1854. And whyl Simply because teachers have a 
bond of union in the wise provisions and execution of the law of May 8, 1854* 

We will only further say, that the common improvement and union of the 
energies of our teachers, has been much strengthened and facilitated by a 
series of unusually largely attended examinations and district drills, held 
throughout the county during the past year, as well as by township associa* 
tions, two-fold more numerous than heretofore, all of which, periodically, are 
combined in the vigorous existence of the Indiana County teachers' associa- 
tion. 

One word for the misguided opposition of the past winter. Is it not un- 
reasonable for men to oppose what they do not fully understand, and, under 
the influence of unfounded prejudice, will not calmly and candidly examinel 
And without having tried the present system by co-operation, or extended 
to it any helping hand whatever, ask for the old committee system, which 
ran our common schools well nigh into the ground, and thorough common 
school education almost out of the State. Before you ask us to throw away 
that which has done nobly, we ask you to give us a better, and lay no muti- 
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lating hand upon a system, which all competent judges pronounce the best 
which ever graced the statute books of a Commonwealth. 

S. P. BOLLMAN, 
County Superintendent. 
Centke, June 9, 1859. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

School Houses, — ^In the year just closed, very considerable improvement was 
niade in the internal arrangements of many school houses in this county, and 
several new ones were erected. There is a growing disposition among the 
people, arising from increasing knowledge of the importance of the subject, 
to administer to the physical comfort of the pupils^ while here and there you 
will hear the idea of taste and neatness in connection with the school room 
and its surroundings, advocated with a spirit that shows that many are awake 
to the utility of the matter in the education of youth. I have, therefore, the 
pleasure of reporting substantial improvements in school houses, their loca* 
tion, seats, desks, ventilation, dec. 

Taxation, — The pecuniary revulsions of 1857, and the partial failure of 
crops for two or three years past, rendered taxation for school and building 
purposes very burdensome on community. In a comparatively sparsely popu* 
lated new county like this, taxation must, necessarily, be higher than in older 
settlements, and will be less easily borne. The law-abiding spirit of the 
people, and their desire for the education of their children, have, under the 
difficulties spoken of above, contributed very materially to the good success 
which attended the schools in the late school year. While none of the dis- 
tricts fell below a four months' term, near the half of them exceeded that 
time a month or two. Directors in the townships are indispensable and 
powerful for good — their duties weighty and responsible; and while they labor 
for the great cause of common school education, they should exercise great 
discretion in levying tax. Care should be taken not to impose too heavy a 
tax in one year, for making improvements, when the same could be done ia 
two years with a quite moderate tax. 

IVork Done, — I opened a Normal school in Brookville in September, which 
remained in session one month, with an attendance of about thirty teachers* 
The county teachers' institute opened in October, and continued in session a 
week. About fifty teachers were in attendance. I am under many thanks to 
the teachers, for the interest taken in the labors of the institute by them. I 
held a five days' term of the institute in Punxsutawney in December; attend* 
ance about twenty. The citizens took more than usual interest, and the 
evening lectures were well attended. Two two days' sessions of a Union in- 
stitute were held in the borough of Corsica, in Jefferson county, one in Jan- 
uary, the other in February. 1 visited the summer and winter schools, with, 
perhaps, three or four exceptions, and delivered several lectures in the even- 
ings, besides a short lecture to nearly every school. 

District .Associations. — These are the most potent instrumentalities withia 
our knowledge, when properly conducted, for arousing a general interest in 
schools. They are brought within the reach of every citizen, and each is 
enabled to see for himself. Where patrons and teachers take a reasonable 
interest in them, they cannot prove ineflfectual, but will demonstrate their own 
necessity and utility. Theyare calculated to awaken a deeper interest in tha 
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inrlidle cdttitniiTiity in edaeatvon, atid to infase a life ifi citizens, pupils and 
teachers, which will work astonishing changes for the better in the neigh* 
borhood. 

A few meetings were held in Washington township, and in Warsaw the 
association was kept in good operation auring the winter term. These are 
in the north-east part of the county. A few meetings took place in Porter 
township, while in Perry, Beaver and Ringgold districts, the associations met 
regularly. In each of these localities, last winter was the first time the ex- 
periment was tried; and as first efforts, they were very creditable. In the 
latter two the German element predominates. Generally speaking, such as- 
sociations enlist the attention and attendance of patrons and teachers. Ring- 
gold association differed somewhat in this respect, with the most happy, grati- 
fying results. The pupils of two or three of the schools, nearest the place 
of the meeting, would assemble with the association. The teachers examined 
the classes in the different branches taught, in the presence of the audience, 
and frequently the large school room would be filled to excess. What would 
be the effect of thisi The citizens turned out to witness the proficiency of 
the scholars. This would create an interest in the teachers and pupils, and 
thus a life was infused in all, producing such results as gave currency, in 
that community, to such declarations as, <<tfae schools are better this year 
than they have ever beenj" "the schools did more good this year than in 
any three or four before." This system of examination lasted half the day, 
and the other half was taken up by the teachers in matters belonging to the 
teachers' profession, the pupils being sent home at noon. A good supply of 
efficient teachers is the right arm of the school system. 

Diatria SupernU^ndmcy* — The secretaries of the boards of school diree* 
tors of RinggoM and .M'6almont districts acted as district superintendents, 
and made regular, full reports to me at the close of the year. The duties of 
the office received attention in Beaver, but no report has yet been received. 
In nearly all of the other districts the secretaries visited the schools pretty 
regularly each month, but kept ho record, to the best of my knowledge. 
Much good must ffow from the discharge of the duties of the office, and 1 am 
cognizant of the good results in some places in this county, where secreta- 
ries, or members of the board, gave some attention to the work. 

jiTormal Schools, — The more I become acquainted with the wants of the 
common schools, the more am I convinced of the necessity of schools wherein 
persons will be taught with particular reference to the discharge of duti^ 
belonging to the teacher in the school room. The teacher should be one who 
knows what should be done, and how to do it. The object of colleges and 
academies seems to have been, at least heretofore, to impart to the student a 
knowledge of the "higher branches," without reference to the best methods 
of communicating them to others. Such students are generally destitute of 
that training in the "lower branches" of education, which is indispensaU« 
iH the common school teacher ; hence the necessity for schools in which pex^ 
sokis can prepare themselves speeiallv for the work of teaching. 

In looking ov^ the field of labor, I am convinced that much greater sncc^si 
Atteilded the schools of this county during the late school year, than did iti 
any preoeding one. 

I am under renewed obligaitions to the citizens and teachers of the cbutityj 
for their continued hospitiility, co*openition and courtesy. 

SAMUEL M'ELHOSE, 
County Superihtendent. 

BaooKViLtle, June 17, 1S59. 
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School Houses. — Owing to bard times there were only two crchool hon^s 
built last summer; one of them, in Lack township, would be no discredit even 
to wealthier districts; the other, in Monroe, is a respectable school building. 
If present prospects are reaha^d, the next report from this county will show 
OUT people to be awake on this subject. 

Examinations. — More teachers of a high grade of qualification were et- 
•mined daring the past year than in any preceding one. A very rapid pto- 
gress, in many instances, was perceptible since the examination preceding 
the last one. Mapy of those who have thus advanced, have done it by their 
dwn unaided exertions, receiving no assistance beyond that of institutes and 
intercourse with one another. This shows their zeal. 

Township Institutes. — These are still held in various parts of the county, 
and, where properly conducted, have had a happy influence upon the teachers 
who attended them. They have the double effect of increasing available 
knowledge, and of drawing o«t tlie speaking talent, which is so much needed 
by teachers, who would be useful. My confidence in them is confirmed. A 
eounty convention oi teachers was held in M^Alistersville, whieh lasted from 
Wednesday evening until Friday evening, it was well attended, and much 
interest was manifested. There were probably fifty teachers present. Thei^ 
warm attachment to the school law was manifested in the discussion of sub* 
jects connected with it. It is but just to say that we may well be proud of 
some of our teachers. Their exertions for self- improvement, their devotion 
to the cause, and their conscientious discharge of duty, have rendered them 
dear to the friends of common school education, and will not soon be forgotten 
by the humble individual by whose side they have so nobly stood in every 
contest for the interest of/ree schools. 

Directors. — In some of the districts directors perform their duties well ; in 
others they do not. More interest was taken last winter than in any preced- 
ing term. I think I can safely say, that a large proportion of the directors 
elected last spring, are intelligent, public spirited men. From these much 
may be expected. The only characteristic of some others, is bitter, uncom* 
promising hostility to measures of improvement. The ignorance and preju- 
dices of some of this latter class, are such as wholly to unfit them for any 
eneh post as that of director. It is well for the young of Juniata, that they 
•re few in number. They will not have the control in more than two ot 
three boards. 

Obstacles. — There is still some opposition, strong enongh to retard th^ ptb** 
grress of the system. On account of hard times, additional expenses haf# 
been imprudent. Salaries could not be increased, school houses could not be 
built, and terms could not be lengthened, without oppression. Dividing th6 
term so as to have part of it taught in summer by teachers who are not em- 

Eloyed in winter, was tried. The result of this measure is, that the terms 
eing short, well qualified teachers seek some other locality, where they tak 
find employment for a longer time. The last, though not the least obstaeti 
in the way of improvement that I will mention, is negligence on the part of 
the directors of some of the districts, and a disposition to do just what will 
•eciire them againet any liability. 

Encouragemmts. — A considerable number 6{ influential men have bMA 
added to the friends of the cause. These feel that we need schools ttitkifl 
ibe reach of all ^ schools at home^ wheve parental influence can hfi ettitf&i. 

These are wealthy^ intelligent and inflnentiai men in thie county, wh<i hiM 
%tMi aeadaog their diiUUen to boarding, sehook Thfey Ii4ve WMtgki iA/m 
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back, and placed them under the care and instruction of common school 
teachers, and after a fair trial of both kind of schools, are now among tb« 
* firmest friends of free schools, and are doing efficient service. 

In a large numoer of districts teachers are paid according to their grade 
of certificate. Teachers are taking more interest in their work. Not onlf 
do they try to become scholars, but also speakers. Such teachers will do 
efficient service. School meetings and examinations are attended by large 
audiences. Better school houses are being built. Better books are selected, 
•ad classification is becoming more efficient. 

. I have endeavored to be brief. Perhaps enough is given to show where 
we stand. The obstacles which meet us at every step, onerous duties, mer- 
ciless weather, ungrateful men, unfeeling tongues, and a thousand other 
things, discourage and depress us. But for all this, it is a work not void of 
pleasure. The cheering voices of friends; the kindness and hospitality of 
the people; the success of measures; the steady advance of teachers; the 
gradual yielding of prejudice; the greater educational advantages of the 
young; the cultivation and development of dormant mental energies; the 
preparation of a mass of intellect for usefulness, urge us on to new and 
ffreater exertions, and compensate us for our toil and exposure. Confidence 
m the system is established. Opposition it will, it must meet, but that is 
no evidence of its unsuitableness to the wants of our people. Let it be fully 
carried out, and generations yet unborn will boast of the common school 
system of Pennsylvania. 

WM. M. BURCHFIELD, 

MiFFLiJKTowN, Juue 14, 1859. County Superintendent, 
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My commission was issued at the Department the seventh of February last, 
but I could not enter upon my duties until the seventeenth. 

It was found by notes placed in my hands, that my lamented predecessor 
visited one hundred and ninety-seven schools, his deputy one hundred and 
ten, and myself visited one hundred and twenty-five; while the schools in the 
boroughs of Marietta, Elizabethtown and Manheim, and a few in several dis- 
tricts, could not be visited, bince they closed before arrangements could be 
made to visit them, or before it could be ascertained what schools closed first. 
But notwithstanding the interval that elapsed between the death of Rev. John 
8. Crumbaugh, and the appointment of his successor, only about fifteen schools 
remained unvisited. The following heads comprise the extent of my opera- 
tions thus far. 

Vuitattans. — The time spent in visiting schools was about seven weeks. 
During this period I traveled through the townships of Leacock, Earl, West 
Earl, Manheim, East Donegal, Conestoga, West Lampeter, Lancaster, and 
also visited the schools in Lancaster city, spending in each about two hours, 
or so much time that I could see what was done in them. It was a uniform 
practice to make a short address to the scholars of each school, in the Eng^ 
lash language when the children understood it, and if not, in the German, 
always with good efifeq.t. 

Educational Meetings^ — Meetings were held in the districts which I visited, 
accepting a few, where arrangements could not be made during my tour 
ihrough them. This is what the people want. They are desirous to have 
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explained to them the benefits of education, and the cause of the reformation 
that is now going on in the schools of the people, and when they can haT« 
the opportunity to have these things explained to them, in the language ther 
best understand, are these meetings especially calculated to do great good. 

The northern part of the county was visited by a deputy, who made it am 
object to speak to the people in German. This wrought a good efllect, and 
it is hoped that by pursuing the same course a few years longer, our efforts 
will be crowned with entire success. 

Examinations, — These, so far as yet held, were open to all. People take 
a great interest in them when they are orally conducted, so that they can 
see what is done, and themselves judge of the qualifications of those who are 
to have charge of their children ; and 1 have no doubt, that on these occa- 
sions suggestions are very often made that lead to inquiry by parents them- 
selves, and consequently to self-improvement. 

School Houses. — The improvement in education by the present system is 
easily noticeable in the buildings that are now erected, and the general repair 
that is done to the old ones. Among the districts that deserve praise for 
their efforts in erecting buildings rightly adapted to school purposes, may bt 
mentioned the townships of West Earl and East Donegal. The latter, espe- 
cially, has erected a model house, which will hold ninety or one hundred 
pupils, and is so arranged that two teachers can be employed in it at the 
same time. The utility of such houses may not at once be seen by all, but 
i am sure in the end they will be the means of saving money to the districts 
which erect them, with the accompanying satisfaction of securing better 
schools. 

Text'Books. — The adoption of uniform text- books is fast becoming general, 
and when once fully completed, will be productive of the most beneficial 
results to the schools. But the selection of books should be carefully guarded. 
Great evils may arise. 

Classification. — The adoption of a uniform series of school books brings om 
the better classification of scholars, which was heretofore a difficulty, and 
until recently seemed to be almost insurmountable. 

Rural Grading. — The tendency now is to grade the schools where there 
are enough children so to do. This movement, though opposed in places 
that have not yet caught the spirit of progress in its full power, is neverthe- 
less gradually, but surely working its way. I might mention here that 
fiapho, one of the northern townships, exhibited a commendable spirit in the 
way of grading, by erecting a very excellent two story house. We hope 
others will soon follow this example. 

School Grounds. — The proper laying out of school grounds, and the plant- 
ing of them with trees for shade and ornament, are becoming more general. 
Indeed, some schools have the grounds planted by the children's own hands. 
I was much pleased with the cleanliness and neatness of the schools of Con- 
estoga township. 

Teachers. — From the experience i had of the condition of the schools as 
they were ten years ago, when I taught one of them, I can say that there 
was very little chance for acquiring an education sufficiently well adapted 
for teachers; or if such could be obtained, the tact f^r imparting knowledffe 
was wanting. The absence of this was a misfortune equally as great as the 
first. And it is perhaps owing to the absence of these advantages that we 
find such a diflference in the qualifications of teachers. We thus have three 
classes of teachers in our county. 

First. The well qualified, who constitute much the greatest number whe 
teach well and thoroughly, and whose methods are calculated to make inde- 
pendent thinkers of thoas under their charge. 
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Second. Those who are disposed to make teaching a profession, bat who 
from age feel a delicacy in going to 8<^oo], or from pecuniary circura stances 
are not able to take such a course. This class is not as large as the first. 
They have our sympathy. Any means that could be devised for their im- 
provement, would be gratefully received by them. 

Third. This class is composed of those who are neither qualified nor care 
to teach, but wish to put in time daring the winter season for money only. 
They cumber the whole machinery, and ought to be supplanted. What, then, 
are the available means to improve the faithful teachers, and displace the bad 
onesi 

InstittUes, — It must be evident that any convocation of teachers called 
together to exchange views, elucidate principles in the branches required to 
be taught, and to compare methods in teaching, will very efiectually aid the 
observant teacher. Such a course was pursued by my predecessors, with 
great benefit to the teachers of the county. The only regret is, that they 
cannot be longer kept in session. The institute held in our county last year 
was largely attended during a session of one week. 

JSTormal Schools, — These are as necessary to the school system as life is to 
organic development. The Noimai school at Millersville, under its able and 
e£acient principal, is still doing its good work. It will not be long ere wc 
will have a full corps of teachers who are thorough scholars, and adept dis- 
ciplinarians; but we must wait a few years longer, when we shall see the 
seed that is now sown sprout and ripen. 

Local Institutes. — The number of district institutes at present in the county 
is between thirty and forty, and some of these are kept open not only during 
school term, but after the schools have closed. In this connection, I would 
mention the laudable eiibrts of the teachers of Salisbury township. They 
formed themselves into a local institute, appointing one of their number as 
teacher. Their object was to become more familiar with the common school 
branches. They organized in the beginning of May, and continued in session 
until June, during which time I labored a few days with them, ezplaininff 
such points as to them were abstruse, and making such suggestions as I 
thought would aid them in the operation of their respective schools. In this 
movement I see much to encourage us. It will be the only means to revolu- 
tionize, effectually, the northern part of the county. I design next spring to de* 
▼ote several months to that purpose. 

Signs of Improvement, — ^In a condensed form I give you some of the most 
noticeable signs of improvement in the county, as they came to my notice, 
either from immediate observation, or from notes left me by my predecessor. 

First. Nineteen new buildings were erected during the last year, from 
good material, and well and substantially built. 

Second. In the better classification and grading of schools. 

Third. In teachers, a great many of those who have not hitherto been 
qualified, are fast augmenting the ranks of the first class. 

Fourth. In furniture and apparatus of every description. Two hundred and 
twenty-five schools have maps; two hundred and t went y-nine, cards; thirty- 
nine, globes; and the whole amount of black-board surface in the county is 
twenty-nine thousand six hundred and forty-eight square feet, being an in- 
fifease over last year of seven thousand square feet. 

School Law. — There is no concerted opposition to the school system at 
present, yet there are still some who lend only a passive obedience to the in- 
junctions of the school law. This spirit is most evident among our German 
l^pulation, who are honest, thrifty farmers ; but it is becoming less every year, 
and if their co-operation is once enlisted, one of the most valuable auxiliaries 
in the advancement of the schooia will havie been acquired. 
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County Super itUtndency, — 1 am satisfied that the office is rendering all the 
aid to the schools which was expected from it. In the face of a towering 
opposition, it has worked gradually on until it has obtained as friends some 
of those who were it most violent enemies. 

Directors. — The directors of the various districts accompanied me in my, 
brief labors, excepting those of West Earl, where I saw only one, and West 
Lampeter, where they did not receive the A>tice of my visitation in time. 
A great number of these officers are active and efficient men, who do all in 
their power for the benefit of the schools* We have but a few who would 
rather cripple them than take a step forward for their good. 

From the uniform courtesy everywhere extended me, I must conclude that 
the proper spirit is pervading the county^ and for the many favors I received 
at the hands of all, patrons, teachers and directors, I would give them my 
sincere thanks. 

DAVID EVANS, 

Lancaster, June 23, 1859. County Superintendent, 
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Wherever the people have followed the directions of the present law, and 
carried its provisions into effect, good schools, so far as my experience ex- 
tends, have uniformly been the consequence. In some of the districts of this 
county, where five years ago the schools were worthless, we now have good 
schools. This was accomplished by the people, in electing ffood school direc« 
tors, and sustaining them in the faithful discharge of their duty in the assess- 
ment of taxes sufficient to build good houses, and employ qualified teachers; 
and then, by co-operating with the directors and teachers for the improve- 
ment of their schools. Nor has this, in any instance, impoverished such dis- 
tricts; but on the contrary, it has enhanced their wealth; and the people being 
enlisted in the cause of general education, and acquainted with the law, ap- 
prove it, and rejoice that their children enjoy the means of acquiring a good 
education. 

In a few sub-districts, where good schools are very much needed, the peo- 
ple, though professedly friends of common schools, make very little, if any, 
real effort to carry the provisions of the law into efifect. They are, generally, 
either hostile to some of the features of the school law, or indififerent to the 
welfare of their schools; and were it possible for legislation to establish good 
schools in their midst, they would, probably, petition to have them removed 
as incumbrances. Time will be required to convince such, that their hos- 
tility and indifiference only militate against their own and their children's 
best interests, and that the co-operation of parents with school officers and 
teachers is indispensable to the success of public schools 

School Houses. — The number of school houses in the county is one hun- 
dred and twenty-two, of which seventy-four have been built during the last 
five years, and sixteen within the school year of 1859. The house for the 
graded schools of East New Castle, one of the sixteen, cost $12^250, and 
the others, on an average, about five hundred dollars each. At this rate of 
progress, two years more would accommodate all the sub-districts in the 
county with good school houses. The liberality manifested by the citizens 
of this county, in the erection of suitable school houses, has probably not 
been exceeded by any eooiity .in the. State* 
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Schooh^ — Seventeen schools are graded, and the remainder, one hundred 
and sixteen, are cJassified. A series of text-books has been adopted by every 
district, and is used in every school in the county. Some of the schools, 
though not entitled to be classed as good, are, nevertheless, better than a ma* 
jority of the schools were five years ago. The good schools are gaining upon 
former attainments, and the po^r schools are becoming better. 

I have visited, during the pam year, all the schools once, some twice, and 
a few three times, either alone or in company with school directors or other 
friends. A majority of them are also visited regularly by directors and 
parents, and have a public examination each term, so that neglect of duty on 
the part of teachers, or inattention to study on the part of pupils, is almost 
certain of detection and exposure. About ninety of the schools, during th« 
past winter, gave unmistakable evidence of progress by their accuracy and 
thoroughness of recitation, and the good deportment and regular attendance 
of pupils. Good habits are acquired, principles taught and applied, and 
pupils pursue, intelligently, the branches they are required to study. 

The teachers of the county, with very few exceptions, have been faithful, 
not only in the discharge of school-room duties, but also in assisting active 
friends to devise ways and means, at district associations and meetings of the 
county institute, for the improvement of the schools. Much has also been 
done by their active energy in enlisting the co-operation of pupils and parents 
for the improvement of their schools and school rooms. In several instances 
the school rooms have been papered in handsome style; in others, they have 
been tastefully decorated with wreaths of evergreens and flower pots; in a 
few, Holbrook's school apparatus has been purchased; in many are found 
Osgood's cards for young scholars, and in others may be seen out-line maps 
and globes, mostly purchased by teachers and pupils. All these show an im- 
proved and increasing interest in the welfare of the schools. 

in a majority of the districts the directors are friends of common schools, 
and deserve high commendation for fidelity in discharging the duties of their 
office; but in a few districts, persons opposed to the school law have been 
elected, whose services, generally, are merely formal, and such as to enable 
them to get the State appropriation. The directory, when composed of in* 
telligent, public spirited men, favorable to the school system, is of transcen- 
dent importance in the management of schools; but, on the contrary, when 
composed of persons hostile to common schools, it is worthless, and retards 
their progress. As well might a congregation of christians expect to pro- 
mote Christianity by the selection of infidel elders, as the people of a school 
district to advance the interests of education by electing to the directorship, 
men opposed to common schools. Such directors will, almost uniformly, 
follow their own devices instead of .the plain directions of the school law, 
and the people who elected them will be the losers in poor schools, which 
are generally the result of the blind, narrow-minded policy of directors op- 
posed to the law. This opposition, though in general, concealed under hos- 
tility to the County Superintendency, is in nine-tenths of the cases nothing 
but hostility to the whole system of common schools. The welfare of th# 
schools, as well as every other consideration of true policy in regard to the 
administration of the law, demands that none but friends of the school system 
should be elected to the office of school director. There are friends of com- 
mon schools in every district, in whose management of the school funds tb« 
people could place entire confidence, and who would make efficient directors. 
The office being without compensation, no injustice would be done to tb« 
opponents; and it is presumable that high minded gentlemen might find a 
more legitimate channel for their opposition, than that of seeking office under 
a law for the purpose of defeating th» law by mal-admin^stration. 
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The meetings for the examination of teachers, with a few exceptions, wens 
w^l attended by directors and others. Teachers holding the county certW 
6cate, or the provisional averaging from one and a half to two, readily find 
employment at the highest compensation offered. The present supervision, 
aided by county and district institutes, would, in a few years, supply quali* 
tied teachers for all the schools, provided employment, anording a livelihood, 
ooold be given to such as are willing to become permanent teachers. But 
public opinion, though favorable to the employment of none but qualified 
teachers, is not prepared to give more than about five months' annual esfi'- 
pioyment, and this is insufficient to retain from year to year their services. 
The consequence is, that a number of qualified teachers annually go to tha 
west, or leave the profession for other pursuits, and about forty or fifty of 
low grade, at low compensation, receive employment, whefe true policy 
would fully justify the ofiler of a more liberal compensation, which in many 
instances would retain the services of those known to be well qualified. 

Two sessions of the county institute were held, one in New Castle, of five 
days ; the other in Harlansburg, of three days. Both were well attended by 
Che citizens, generally, in their respective localities. 

Nine district associations held, well attended; weekly or semi-monthly 
meetiilgs during the winter term, which were productive of great improve- 
ment to the teachers and their schools. 

The people, generally, of this county, are steadfast friends of common schools; 
urd of such, I believe the general opinion is, that during the five years in which 
the present school law has been in operation, more has been accomplished for 
the improvement of teachers, schools and school buildings, than had been ac- 
complished in any ten previous years of our school history. The opponents 
ci the present law, except rejected applicants for teaching, would probably 
appose any law requiring general taxation for the support of schools. 

Our present prospect for improvement of schools is gloomy. The destruc- 
tive frost on the night of the fourth inst., destroying, probably, nine^enths of 
the wheat crop of the county, and^greatly injuring other growing crops, will 
be a serious check to school operations. But we hope for the best. 

THOS. BERRY, 
County Superintendent. 

Nbw Castle, June 18, 1839. 
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Having been confined to my room for several months, I am unable to ve* 
port as fully as I would like to do. I was able, however, to visit about ninety 
schools previous to my illness. The time intervening between my appoint- 
ment and illness has been spent mainly in visiting schools, delivering ad- 
dresses and holding institutes. 

Our county institute was held in January, and was highly successful. The 
ecercises were conducted chiefly by the teachers themselves. The weather 
was very unfavorable, and m^ny anticipated a failure, but they were happily 
disappointed. A large number of teachers was present, and a more practical 
institute was never held in Lebanon county. 

Township associations have been organized and conducted successfully in 
nine different districts, and I venture to assert the tine it not far distant^ 
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when in tverj district an association of teachers will be in successful opera- 
tion* 

In some districts the school houses are bad, but there is a stroug desire to 
have better ones substituted. The directors in Swatara intend erecting three 
good, ones this year. 

The friends of education in this county have many reasons for encourage- 
ment. I feel justified in saying that the County Superintendency is becoming 
more popular. Districts that were heretofore backward are waking up. — 
Heidelberg, perhaps the most lethargic, is moving in the ric^ht direction. 
South LefcNinon, Cornwall and Jackson, are among the most wide*awake die- 
tricts in the county. In South Lebanon, especially, the directors are good 
school men, and they are determined their schools shall be second to none in 
the rural districts. 

I return my sincere thanks to teachers, directors and friends of education, 
for their uniform kindness and hearty co-operation in promoting the great 
cause of popular education. 

FRANKLIN PHILLIPS, 
County Smpennlendent, 

Lebanon, June 24, 1859. ^ 
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Improvements. — During the past year five first class school houses, and one 
of the second class, have been erected : Two in Upper Saucon ; one in South 
Whitehall ; one in North Whitehall, at an expense of about six hundred dol- 
lars a piece; one in Salisbury, a two story brick buildiog, containing four 
rooms, at a cost of one thousand five hundred dollars; and one in Lynn, at a 
cost of five hundred and fifty dollars, all of which are well furnished with 
seats, desks and black-boards. What a contrast there is between these and 
those eighteen by twenty buildings that were wont to be erected till within 
the last five years. In some of the schools of Allentown, Weisenberg, Upper 
Saucon and South Whitehall, new and improved fur^ture has been intro- 
duced. The exeeedingly bad furniture has been done away with to some ex- 
tent. Prudent innovations of this kind will in a few years entirely change 
the appearance of our school rooms and make them very comfortable for their 
inmates. 

Examinations of Teachers. — Twenty-seven more teachers were examined 
last year than the year before, to all of whom, except two, certificates were 
awarded. The competency of our teachers was generally better than that of 
the year before. Of those entirely incompetent, all save five (tWo of which 
could not fill up their monthly reports) were permitted to seek employment 
elsewhere. The directors were always present at the examinations in their 
respective districts, and frequently a large portion of the citizens attended. 
The impression is rapidly gaining ground among all classes, that much de- 
pends upon the qualification of teachers; hence the large attendance of the 
citizens of the district. I always aim to make my examinations more strin- 
gent and thorough each successive year, so that teachers, unless they improve, 
will appear from the certificate to retrograde. The progress essential to re- 
tain the previous year's grade, was generally made, and in a number of 
instances distanced some who could not answer the simplest question pro- 
pounded to them at my first examination, did remarkably well at the last. 
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County Institute. — Our county institute met twice. It held a meeting of 
four days at Allentown in September last. It proved to be very successful. 
One hundred and eight teachers were in attendance. Nearly all went home 
well satisfied that their time had been well spent and their money profitably 
invested. The other was a failure, owing partly to unlucky choice of time 
for holding it, and pertly to a board of directors who forbade their teachers 
to close their schools during its session. The institute of this county has ac- 
complished much towards opening the eyes of teachers, in showing them 
what they are and what they should be, and it will eventually do much for 
our schools. 

Borough and Township Associations, — In the borough of Allentown, and 
districts of North Whitehall, Upper Saucon, South Whitehall, Salisbury, 
Lower Milford, Weisenberg and Lynn, township associations were organized. 
The directors of Upper Saucon, Upper Macungie and Weisenberg required 
their teachers to meet every two weeks. Every board of directors should 
tflopt this course, since an interchange of opinion on the subject of teaching, 
and a constant review of the branches taught in our schools, must necessarily 
prove beneficial both to the teachers and their pupils. It requires at least 
two energetic and live teachers, who are always punctual and faithful in the 
discharge of their duties, to save a district association from starvation for a 
whole term. The utility of a township association depends altogether upon 
the activity of its members, and its measurement of success is always inl^ro- 
portion to the practicability and promptness with which each of its members 
discharges the duties devolving upon him. 

Signs of Progress. — 1st. An increasing interest in schools is manifesting 
itself in every district. 

2d. A number of old and dilapidated school houses have been torn down 
and better ones erected in their stead. 

3d« The average attendance of scholars has been increased between five 
■nd six hundred. 

4th. The great improvement in the qualifications of teachers, who, with 
iNit few exceptions, show an anxious desire to fit themselves properly and 
fully for their arduous and responsible vocation. 

5th. The organization of a large number of township teachers' associa- 
tions, and their full and punctual attendance. 

6th. A much better classification, and the adoption of a miiform series of 
books throughout the schools of the county. 

7th. The establishment of high schools in the boroughs of Allentown and 
Catasauqua, and an improved system of grading in these boroughs. 

Sth. Parents and guardians pay more frequent visits to the schools. 

9th. Examinations and exhibitions at the close of the term were held in 
more districts last year than ever before. These, for the most part are well 
cCtended, and accomplish much, not only towards reconciling the opposi- 
tion to the present school system, but also towards awakening a deeper inter- 
est as well as creating more universal appreciation of the true value of edu- 
ostion. 

Obstacles. — Notwithstanding that our progress has been rapid for the past 
few years, and that many obstacles have been removed, much remains yet to 
be done. We have, it is true, not to contend with that which efiTects so seri- 
ously our sparsely settled sister counties, for the tax necessary to defray 
tlie expenses of our schools, falls comparatively light upon us, and no trouble 
is occasioned in getting together a sufficient number of scholars for a proper 
sized school within a convenient distance. But we have to struggle with those 
which are always connected with the study of a language foreign to one's 
own. For our language is German, whilst that of our country is English; 
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which makes the acquisition of knowledge, under any circumstances, for a 
time through its medium, very slow and tedious. 

To make this obstacle still greater, not enough teachers suited to our pecu- 
liar circumstances can be procured, as there must be a wide difference be- 
tween the mode of instruction to be pursued in schools where German popila 
study the English language from that where they study their own. In con- 
sequence of this peculiarity, some of the most prominent instructors in Eng- 
lish sections of the State, do not accomplish all that may be expected here. 
The teacher unable to speak the German, generally effects less than one ne 
better qualified, but speaking both languages. We have still another class of 
teachers, who do neither speak nor understand the English language, yet 
attempt to teach it. This ''race" is however yearly diminishing in number, 
and all friends of education hope confidently that it will very soon become 
entirely extinct. 

In conclusion I would offer my warmest thanks to all whom I came in con- 
tact with during the year, for the courtesy which they uniformly exhibited 
towards me. 

H. H. SCHWARTZ, 
County Superintendeni, 

Allentown, June 29, 1859. 



LUZERNE COUNTY. 



The friends of popular education in Luzerne county have not been inactive 
during the past year, in their efforts to elevate their common schools. At 
the same time they have carefully guarded against an undue spasmodic action; 
one which might prove injurious to the cause which they desire to promote, 
it has been their aim to obtain a healthful, reliable progress of the school 
system, such as would ensure permanency and success. How far they have 
been able to secure this natural, medium advancement, the present conditiom 
of our schools, and the tone of public sentiment in relation to them, as cen^ 
pared with the past, must determine. 

During the past winter the undersigned visited more than two hundred 
schools of the county, and it affords great pleasure to be able to report pro- 
gress in regard to their condition. Yet the fact may not be disguised, thai 
there are a very /ew remaining districts which yet occupy a "stand still" 
position, so far as such a position can be maintained by the action of their 
respective school boards. It is extremely difficult, however, for such boardi 
to shut out all scholastic improveinents from their several townships. Lm^ 
active teachers are sometimes (perhaps unwittingly) employed in the schoole 
of such districts, and their influence, combined with influences from other 
sources, is constantly pressing the necessity of progress and reform. And the 
result is, that our districts have moved forward, one after another, until very 
few are left to stem the tide of public opinion. 

Schools, — In visiting the schools of the county during the past year, the 
following were observed as prominent "among the items of improvement: 

1st. Methods of Instruction, — These have greatly improved among oer 
teachers. They are abandoning the old, blundering, dogmatical method of 
teaching arbitrary rules, without explanation or illustration, and are beginning 
to apply the synthetical and analytical methods, decidedly to their own, anl 
the incxeaaed succeaa of their aehools. 
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2d. School GovernmtrU. — Improvement is apparent in thift department of 
school training. Teachers in approaching their schools in the morning, in- 
stead of meeting their scholars with a bundle of rods, meet them with a smile; 
instead of opening their schools with two or three severe flagellations, they 
commence by singing some little song of praise in which all the pupils unite; 
instead of threatening denunciations of vengeance and wrath upon the heads 
of those that may be guilty of any acts of disobedience during the day, they 
mildly counsel their pupils cheerfully to obey the rules of school, as essential 
ilp their progress and moral well-being. In a word, teachers are using more 
of moral, and less of physical force in the government of their schools. It is 
needless to say that tne result is a decided improvement. 

3d. Oral Instruction, — Teachers are not confined in their school exercises 
to the mere use of text-books. Oral instruction is given upon a variety of 
mbjects, some of which may not be included within the range of study pur- 
sued in the schools. For example, the leading principles of the Constitution 
of the United States are taught orally, also the leading principles of physi- 
dlogy, and other subjects of practical utility. The younger class of pupils in 
some of our schools receive the larger share of their instruction byoraf exer- 
eises. Black-board surface is brought within their reach, upon which they 
are taught to write, to print, to draw, &c. Such exercises, at proper times 
during the day, afiford needful physical exercise, and are instructive, render- 
ing school both pleasant and attractive. 

4th. Increase of Black' Board Surface. — There has been considerable increase 
of black-board surface in our school rooms during the past year, a legitimate 
result of an increase in the knowledge of the art of teaching. 

Union Graded Schools. — Several double school houses, with schools of two 
departments or grades, have been established within the past two and three 
years, an improvement upon the old plan of having a house for each school. 

Hazleton borough. — The graded school of this district has been recently re- 
organized and placed in charge of a new corps of teachers. The determina- 
tion of the school board to make it one of the best of its class in the State, 
speaks well for its future success. 

White Haven borough. — The graded school of this place is in successful 
{HTOgress, under thorough, efficient instructors. 

Scranton borough. — Much has been justly said heretofore in relation to the 
character and efficiency of the graded school of this borough, and its progress 
thus far has been marked with increasing success. The school directors nave 
another brick building in process oi erection, at an expense of three thousand 
dollars, which will soon be completed for school purposes. The enlarged, 
comprehensive views of the board, their prompt, efficient action, and the cor- 
responding character of the citizens of Scranton, evinced by their hearty co- 
operation with the directors, in their educational movements, excites some 
surprise, but more of admiration. 

Hydt Park Graded School. — The building for a graded school in this borough, 
alluded to in my last report, was completed and the school put in operation 
the 16th of last August. The directors were fortunate in their selection of 
teachers, and the school at once assumed a character which placed it among 
the first of its class in the State. The directors, with an ardent desire to 
benefit the community in which they live, labored against a formidable oppo- 
sition in its creation, and if at first doubts were entertained in regard to its 
success, its progress has dispelled them; and any future efifort to lower the 
standard of the school, or in any way to impair its usefulness, cannot meet 
with public favor. 

Proi^dence Graded School. — The new and beautiful graded school house of 
diis borough was dedicated with appropriate exercises on the 4th inst. The 
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Hon. H. fi. Wright gave the dedicatory address, which was eloquent, truth- 
ful and practical, l^e origin and plan of the school was tirH suggested by 
D. R. JRandall, Esq., whose devotion to the school cause is widely known. 
The school is now in session. 

Waverly borough. — Madison academy, of this place, has recently been super- 
seded by a graded school, which is now in progress. 

Pittaton oorough. — The directors of this district are making commendabla 
advancement in the improvement of their schools. They are building a good 
school house, have made some progress in grading their schools, and havie 
the erection of a large building for that purpose in contemplation. 

Rufal Districts* — These are all at work, some to a greater, others tc^a lea» 
extent, under the school system ; and generally they are doing more than will 
merely answer to obtain their State appropriations. Wright, Dorrance, Slo- 
cum and Hollenback are among the most rural districts of the county, yet for 
interest in the cause of education, they are in advance of some of the older 
and more wealthy townships. Abington, Union, Lackawanna and Greenfield 
were last year classed with those districts which were suffering for the wan^ 
of comfortable school houses. They have now commenced in earnest X\m 
work of reform in this respect. The directors of Denison district have pur- 
chased Felton's out-line maps, and a copy of Webster's Unabridged Dictioii- 
ary, for each of their schools. 

Institutes^ Drills^ Src, — The usual number of these have been held the pa^t 
year, with increasing interest. 

Jformal School at JSTew Columbus. — This institution has not heretofore been 
mentioned in connection with the facilities afibrded teachers of this county 
for improvement. Th^ school is thoroughly organized upon the Normal plan 
of instruction, and the system of training carried out in the order of exercises 
is eminently adapted to prepare teachers for their arduous work. 

State J^ormal School. — A movement has been commenced in this county, 
with the view of establishing a State Normal school in this Normal district, 
and although tardy in its progress, may we not be hopeful in regard to its 
results 1 

In conclusion, allow me to express my obligations to the "Press" of the 
county for material aid, to teachers and directors for their hearty co-operg- 
tion, to the citizens generally for their encouragement and support, and to the 
children of the county for their attention and respect. 

J. L. RICHARDSON, 
County Superintendent. 

Watwly, June 22, 1859. 
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Several of the school houses that I reported as being unfit or improvable, 
halve since been remodelled, and now they present the appearance of coa- 
venience and comfort. Six new houses have also been erected during the 
year. Four of these are good country school houses, and the other two, though 
in mountainous districts, are very good. 

Six schools were graded this year which were not one year ago, making, in 
all, twenty-six graded schools now in the county. In three country districts 
the director^ contemplate having graded schools as soon as suitable houses 
can be erected. 
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Teachers. — A very commendable improvement has been made by many of 
our teachers since my last report. About seventy of them have been at som* 
high school during the past summer, and as we are now getting several verr 
goods schools in the county, where incompetent teachers may receive g0O4], 
substantial instruction, not only in scientific knowledge, but also in the art of 
teaching and school government, 1 trust there will still be far greater advances 
made, and that many others will avail themselves oi the opportunities and 
privileges now afforded by these institutions for the faithful discharge of %\m 
several duties devolving upon them as instructors of youth, so that those who 
remain incorrigible and will not improve, may be driven frond the work, to 
make room for others who are more worthy. It is still, however, to be ro« 
firetted that there are many enga^efd in the business whose qualifications ars 
far below mediocrity, in some places they are employed because better can* 
not be had ; in others on account of favoritism. 

Two hundred and seventy-three teachers have been employed during soms 
part of the past year. Some were employed in the summer who were not 
Engaged in the wmter, and a few had to be removed during the wibter term^ 
Seventy-one of these teachers were retained in the same schools which they 
taught one year ago. One hundred and five were changed, and the residue 
was new material. 

I found the teachers much better supplied with professional reading the 
second than the first year of my visitation ; a large number of them being 
supplied with some of the popular works on that subject. 

In one hundred and eleven schools there was good improvement, as com- 
pared with last year. Seventy others were equally as well taught, and twenty- 
sight were making a retrograde movement. 

During the year I have issued three hundred and twenty-five provisional, 
and four county certificates. Two of the holders of the latter have since left 
the county. 

Institutes, — About one-half the districts had their regular institutes, which 
met every second Saturday. In some places the directors took much interest 
in them, and co-operated with the teachers in their work of self-improvement. 
Wherever they were attended to they gave a new impetus to the operAtions 
of the schools. 

In twenty-three schools I found algebra taught; in seventeen, natural philoso* 

Ciy ; in six, chemistry; in nine, physiology; in seven, book-keeping; butthft 
tter, as a regular study^ is sadly neglected. 

I found the directors much more regular in their visitations than they wers 
a year ago. Their frequent visits to the schools stimulate the teacher as well, 
as the pupils, and give a new aspect to the whole work. 

Permanent TeadUrs, — ^I deem it almost unnecessary to write what has been 
so often written before, by ablet pens than mine, that until we can get 
thoroughly qualified teachers to take charge of oar schools, they cannot bs 
brought up to their proper standard, or satisfy the demands of the enlightened 
port of community. But this cannot be done as long as teaching is not mad^. 
a permanent business. While one class of teachers are employed during the 
summer, and another in the winter, no encouragement is given to either to 
qualify themselves for the work. But,, from the present aspect of thinffSi 
female teachers are about to supersede males, at least in many parts of this 
ootinty \ and when that takes place they can well afiford to qualify themselves 
thoroughly, being able to earn more in that capacity, when completely prt- 
pared for the work, than in almost any other calling. This is not the eass 
with men. 

Directors, — ^Tax payers should be about as careful in the selection of their 
directors as of thtir teachersi for as schools cannot prosper without good 
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teachers, they are not likely to be supplied with such, unless the directors, 
whose duty it is to select the teachers, be enlightened, discriminating, publie 
spirited men. Wherever this is their character, every thing is done for the 
welfare of the schools which can reasonably be expected. Where we find the 
reverse, little care is taken in the selection of teachers ; less in the attei^tion 
paid to the welfare of the schools. Several directors have expressed them- 
•elves to me.in language which implied, that if they had the power in their 
own hands they would vote the system out of existence. Where men of theaa 
sentiments hold the power, it is not reasonable to suppose that they will use 
much effort to raise the schools to the position that they ought to occupy in 
m enlightened, christian community. 

/formal School, — During the past year I have spent about three months in 
holding Normal schools. There were about sixty in attendance. Some of 
these were in great need of instruction, and others are very efficient teachenk 

Viaiiations. — I have made three lours over the county since my last report, 
and I intend to commence my regular peregrinations, for the present school 
year, next week. I have already held a number of public examinations of 
teachers. 

H. CASTLES, 
County Superiniendeni. 
tiuQHEsviLLS, Junc 11, 1859. 



M'KEAN COUNTY. 

The past year has been one of marked improvement with the schools of 
M'Kean county. When I compare the field of to-day with the one presented 
two years ago — although there is much to do and much to undo— I hope £or 
much good in the future. 

Ten new school houses have been built during the year ; most of them first 
dass houses, after models contained in the Pennsylvania School Architecture; 
with seats and desks well arranged and adapted to the requirements of children. 
The old fashion of putting the house in the public road, has become obsolete, 
and fine play grounds of from one-fourth acre to one acre, with substantial 
board fences, and in some cases ornamented with becoming shade trees, ana 
met with on every hand. One new house in Ceres, is a model school house 
and an ornament to the town. The town of Bradford has contracted for a 
house, which, when finished, will surpass any thing of the kind in the county. 

A laudable spirit of emulation is arising between the towns of the countv« 
Many new teachers have been added to the list during the past year. Tw 
number of teachers now in M'Kean, exceeds the number of schools; thoe 
giving directors the chance to choose from the many those who are really 
competent and qualified teachers. 

Our teachers' institute was attended by a much larger number of teachen 
than has ever before met for improvement in M'Kean county, and I confidently 
escpect to see a still greater number in attendance next fall. In fact, no good 
teacher is willing to be absent from its meetings ; thus showing that the 
teachers are interested in their profession, and are endeavoring to become 
better qualified. We have a few drones yet, who are constantly begging a 
ebance to keep school, and wondering why the community can not appreciais 
their labors ; yet 1 believe that a large share of our teachers will compare 
favorably with those of any other county in this Commonwealth. We have 
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but few male teachers, and I think there is no desire to return to the old 
practice of employing male teachers again. Our very best schools are taught 
by females. The birch and ferule, once the terror of childhood, is seldom 
or never tsed. Children are governed by that higher and better principW 
of love, thus leading them in the right way, instead of driving them from the 
wrong. 

There has been an increase in the number of pupils in the schools, and 
higher branches have also beenMntroduced. Last year algebra was taught in 
but three schools in the county. This year one-fourth of the schools have it. 
Philosophy and chemistry are also studied, and intone school French and Ger- 
man have been taught. ^ 

We have a much better class of men for directors, now, than formerly — 
men who are interested in the work, and who are anxious to labor for the 
real good of the schools under their care ; and although it is an office in which 
they receive neither pay nor thanks for their labors, the energy and perse- 
verance which they manifest in their arduous duties, show that the right 
men are being selected for the position. 

Times are very hard and money scarce, yet I hear but little complaint aboui 
the payment of the school tax, which in some towns is very heavy, amount 
iag, with the building tax, to twenty-five mills on the dollar of valuation ; 
while in some more favored counties of the State, the entire tax for school 
and building purposes, does not exceed three mills on the dollar. It will bt 
necessary to continue the building tax only two or three^ years longer, as a 
full supply of houses will be obtained within that time. Seven towns have 
fldready finished building, and dropped the building tax. An increase of the 
State appropriation would come to the poor of this county like manna in the 
wilderness. 

The location of the l^unbory and Erie railroad, through a portion of our 
oovnty, now an almost unbroken wilderness, will cause a rapid settlement of 
its fine farming and mineral lands, and also call for a large increase of the 
public schools of our county. 

L. R. WISNEK, 
County Sup%rirUtndent . 

Skbthpoet, June 30, 1859. 
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Not having received my appointment until the fourteenth of February last, 
1 am unable to report in full the educational condition and prospects of thie 
aov&nty. ^ 

School Visitation. — Immediately after receiving my appointment I com- 
menced the visitation of schools. The winter terms were generally closing, 
snd as many of the schools wound up with an examination, I made it con- 
venient, as far as possible, to attend. 

The examinations were largely attended by the citizens, and in many cases 
the teachers and pupils from the neighboring schools were present. The ejt- 
aminations were generally interesting and profitable, evincing much tact and 
proficiency, both on the part of the pupils and teachers. In some townships 
ttll the schools convened to hold an examination in concert, for the purpose 
of exciting more interest, and to witness their comparative progress and pio- 
ficioncy. All in attendance on |hese occasions manifested much interest. 
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Condittim of Schools, — I found tbe majority of the schools that I visited, 
in a flourishing condition, under good control and regulation. The pupils 
seemed to be awake to their own interests, eagerly pursuing their respectrw 
studies. Most of the teachers evinced ability and aptitude to teach, and wen 
laboring faithfully in the discharge of their duties! I observed, however, thai 
a few of tbe schools lacked system and order; that during a recitation thess 
were frequent interruptions; that several things were being done, or attempt 
ed to be done, at the same time, which produced confusion, and made it 
impossible to do anyone thing properly; thus defeating the object of tbi 
school. 

Teachers. — The majority of our teachers will perhaps compare favorably 
with those of any other county in the State. Many of them are well quali- 
fied, and are indefatigable in the discharg^ o[ the duties of their profession. 
They possess, as a body, considerable talent and energyi and are progressiva 
with the age. They are destined to wield a happy influence in behalf of 
popular education. Notwithstanding we have many wide-awake teachen, 
we have at the same time a few drones, who dishonor the profession and di»*, 
grace themselves. The latter will soon pass from the ranks, and their places 
be occupied by the former. 

Examinations. — I held eighteen public examinations of applicants for the 
profession of teaching. They were, with very few exceptions, largely a^ 
tended by tbe teachers and people generally. Each examination was partly 
oral and partly written. I closed each one by making some remarks to the 
teachers and directors in relation to the secret of success in teaching and 
school government, and the prominent features of the school system. 1 also 
mrged upon the directors the propriety of carefully examining the certificates, 
to see whether they represented the desirable qualifications, as many of them 
were poorly graded. 

Institutes. — We have a county institute which meets twice a year, k 
held a session last April in Georgetown. It was well attended by the teach- 
ers, and also by the citizens, who manifested much interest in its proceed- 
ings. It is hoped that it did a great deal of good, by way of brightening up 
the teachers, and firing them with renewed zeal in the great work before them. 
District institutes have been in operation in several townships during the past 
winter. I was present at some of these, one for instance in West Middlesex, 
which was a very creditable aflfair to its enterprising teachers and others com- 
prising its membership. It has succeeded so well that it still continues in full 
operation during the summer, eflfecting much good in that locality, it is my 
intention to urge upon teachers the necessity of establishing and sustaining 
an institute in every township in the county, and upon directors to require, 
by contract, all their teachers to attend. 

School Houses. — Notwithstanding there are very many poor school houi^ 
some entirely unfit for occupancy, there is quite a disposition to build new 
ones, with all the appurtenances conducive to health, comfort and conveni- 
ence. A considerable number of new houses have recently been built, and 
others are now in process of erection. I am happy to report the Mercer 
Union school building as one of the finest in this part of the State. It will 
accommodate seven hundred pupils, it is an honor and a credit to the towa 
and county. Although the building is not yet finished, except temporarily, 
(in consequence of litigation,) the schools have been opened in it, and ait; 
now being graded and classified. 

. Mercer county. — Agriculture is the chief pursuit of the people of Meroer 
eounty; with the raising of stock and a promising coal and iron businepis. 
We have the elements of wealth and prosperity in our midst — ^very impor- 
tant items in order to the advancement of popular education. 
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Public setUitnent is genenUj farorable to the school system. The moM 
the public mind becomes acquainted with the school system in its yariom 
bearings, relations and effects, the more favorably it is received and the more 
popular it becomes. The same is true of the Countv Superintendency, when 
properly administered. Those who oppose the school system in toto or in 
part, generally do bO from a misapprehension; therefore it is the common 
duty of all its friends to explain it by word and deed, and convince its oppo- 
nents of its value and practicability. 

Suggestive, — Educational affairs should be entirely free from party politics 
and sectarian dogmas. The school system is designed for the benefit of thia 
masses, without distinction of party or creed, to educate every child through- 
out the whole State, upon the same platform. If peculisor views, political or 
religious, are permitted to interfere, they must inevitably cripple and imped* 
the workings of the system. We anticipate a bright future, when the system, 
in all its operations, shall be perfectly understood. There will then be entire 
unanimity of feeling and action. 

JOHN A. M'CANDLESS, 
County Superintendent. 

BIebcbb, June 13, 1859. 
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In general, the schools of this county, during the past year, have been com- 
paratively prosperous. Some districts are still lingering in the back ground, 
but in the main our schools are making continual and permanant advance- 
ment in character, advantages and importance. This no one can doubt who 
compares theij present condition, as a whole, with their condition five years 
^o. 

School Houses. — Good, attractive and commodious buildings are gradually 
tadcing the place of old structures, that were, in many cases, miserable hovels. 
We have been glad to find, in most instances, directors anxious to supersede 
the worst of these — which have already stood too long, comparing so meanly 
with the improvements around them — with better houses, as fast as they can 
prudently take measures to do so. 

It is to be regretted, however, that in a few localities new houses are to be 
found with badly arranged se^ts, and constructed without regard to taste^ 
health or convenience. 

Teachers. — We are in want of a full supply of thoroughly qualified, zealooa 
teachers. Some such there are who are doing a noble work; while the liveljT 
interest that so generally prevails, and the earnest endeavors made by manjT 
to fit themselves to rank with first-class teachers, afibrd prospects 'full of 
promise, that ere lonfi^ competent teachers can be found to supply all out 
schools, taking the place of those who now find employment because betted 
cannot be had. 

Schools, — This year presents no increase in the duration of the school term, 
which, in nearly all districts, at least, is too abort for the accommodation of 
teachers and the j?ood of the schools. In some places '^ subscription" schools 
make up the deficiency, while but one township regularly supports both a 
winter and a summer session — a practice worthy the consideration of other 
districts. It need hardly be added that, due allowance being made for pM« 
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ticular advantages, the character and success of schools yary exactly with 
teachers. 

Books, — Most commonly, approved text-books are from time to time adopt- 
§d^ and in several districts, uniformly usedy but in too many cases regulations 
in this matter are altogether too lax and inefficient. We believe it advisabki 
for directors, at their triennial meetings, to adopt a uniform series of books for 
aU districts, to be used the three following years. 

jSpparatus, — The gradual introdution, in so many schools, of various kinds 
of apparatus, such as cards, globes, maps, &c., as well as larger black-board 
mrface, indicates marked progress in the system of teaching. 

Institutes, — No movement has been more effectual in imparting new life to 
schools, by awakening teachers to a sense of their responsibility, and uniting 
diem in the common interests of their profession, than teachers' institutes. 
Many teachers owe much of their present attainment in the art of teacking 
and governing — still so much needed by others — to the two institutes held by 
my predecessor. Some assistance from the State for the better support of iDr 
•titutes would,' in our judgment, produce a very desirable effect in immedi- 
ately elevating schools. 

Public Meetings, Sfc. — ^A county association, several district associations, 
supported by the energy of a few leading teachers, as well as school celebra* 
tioos, numerous public examinations of schools, and many well attended edu- 
cational meetings, all work a growing interest. 

Visitations. — ^All the schools of the county, except two, were visited once 
or more, by me after my appointment in December. Usually a part, or all the 
directors, and often parents, accompanied me and witnessed the examination 
of the school. 

In Union township lively interest is taken in visiting schools. Teachers 
report six hundred and seven visits to have been made, to the eight schools, by 
directors and others ! But this is by no means the case every where. 

^Graded Schools, — The boroughs of Newton Hamilton, M'Veytown and 
Lewistown, have graded schools. A number more are needed in the several 
mall towns of the county ; and a more complete system, with better advan- 
tages, is hoped fsr in Lewistown. 

Hinderances, — With much that bids us hope, there is much also to be con- 
tended with before the public school is made to take the place we hope it is 
destined to fill in the future history of the State. From careful observations 
ire are led to the conclusion, that from one to two-fifths, on an average, of all 
the money now spent in this county, is unnecessarily rendered inefifectiuil. 
Ist. From the great irregularity in attending school. (Statistics that give tbe 
whole, the same as the average attendance, are not to be relied upon.) 2d. These 
are a large number of scholars, of both sexes, when all are counted, who never 
think of studying such branches as orthography, grammar or geography, 
fldthough provision is made for all these to be taught, and that from the publk 
fund. Indeed there are schools in which these branches were never studied 
by any. To read, write and *^figur" is too often thought to be the all of leam- 
iag; no matter what provision is made, with no more expense, for other things. 
td. The failure on the part of teachers. 4>th, The prejudices of the people, 
in some localities, still present imposing barriers to the improvement of 
schools. 

Hut we may safely look to the labors of an augmented number of earnest 
teachers ; to the united action of intelligent directors, and the co-operation of 

* In the special statistics in the last printed report from this county, an accidental clerical 
misplacement of figures presented erroneous resnlts. The correct report of the schools 
Aould have heen as follows : — " Graded, 17 ; classified, 74 ; neither graded nor classified, 
h" — St. Supt. 
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all interested in the noble cause of common schooU, by public and private 
effort, to oTercome all obstacles and make our school system what it justly 
deserres to be — the pride of the State. 

A. J. WARNEK, 
County Superintendent, 
Lewistown, June 16, 1859. , 
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I purpose, in this report, to briefly review the workings of the common 
adiool system, as it met my observation during the past five years, in each 
district of this county, commencing with i 

Eldred. — In this district the inhabitants speak the German language, and 
have their own peculiar notions and prejudices, always opposing imovation, 
until they are fully satisfied that a reformation is necessary, when it requires 
but little to convince them of the importance of any useful enterprise. The 
new school system and its advocates met with an unwelcome reception. 
When I first attempted to introduce an improved system of teaching among 
them, and having found fault with and rejected their old fashioned teachers, 
1 met with almost irresistible opposition. In this, as well as in other German 
districts, hundreds of dollars had been paid to incompetent teachers, and the 
children had received no benefit from it whatever : but now there is visibb 
improvement throughout the entire district. Five years ago so great a change 
would have been thought an impossibility. Though the school houses were 
in a dilapidated condition, and entirely destitute of the necessary conveni- 
ences, and their teachers were selfish and incompetent, and had never heard 
of examinations, black-boards, maps, grammars or geographies ; and though a 
majority of them could not even read English, and had banished slates and 
arithmetics from school, and pronounced them useless, and required their pu- 
pils to read some antiquated German books, without regard to punctuation, 
emphasis or pronunciation, yet we find upon visiting their schools now, that 
a new and improved system has been introduced, and a regular series of books, 
as well as black-boards, geographies and arithmetics, have been furnished in 
their ^schools. Mental arithmetic is taught in soqpe of the schools, with a 
great deal of accuracy, and the directors are making an efifort to increase the 
salaries of teachers, and have improved their school houses considerably. 

Ross. — The general characteristics of the citizens are closely allied to those 
of Eidred, but in some of the sub-districts opposition to the new school law 
continued much longer than there. The rejection of incompetent teachers 
embittered many of the citizens against me ; but as soon as they found that 
their schools were benefitted by getting rid of those imposters, they gained 
confidence in the system ; and upon visiting the schools last winter, I was 
agreeably surprised to see a very great improvement in teaching, and found 
comfortable school houses and a better series of books than formerly. 

Polk, — The citizens of Polk, although nearly all German, have never been 
strenuously opposed to the present school system, but have always cheerfully 
acquiesced when an improvement was recommended ; and although the Ger- 
man language was taught throughout the entire district five years ago, yet 
when the importance of having English schools was suggested, they readily 
approved of the idea and employed better teachers. The directors are active 
men and take much pains to secure effioient teachers^ and have never failed it 
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attend public examinations | whiie at the same time they are not backward in 
fixrnishmg the necessary conveniences for their school houses. During last 
winter the schools of Polk reflected much credit upon their teachers. They 
were nearly all young men and amply qualified to fill their respective posi- 
tions. 

Chemuthill, — There is a visible improvement in the schools of this district. 
Although opposition was raised by numbers, a few years ago, yet at present 
the whole educational machinery works admirably ; directors and citizens ave 
awake to a sense of their duty, and Ghesnuthill has some excellent schools. 
Public examinations have been tolerated and largely attended by directors and 
citizens, which has materially benefitted their teachers. Among the influential 
men of this district we find our worthy member of the Legislature, C. S. 
Brodhead, Esq., who has always favored good schools, and together with his 
neighbors, they have erected tlie best school house in the county, for which 
they certainly deserve the highest commendation. Through the influence of 
Mr. Brodhead and others, a summer school has been kep|t open for several 
years, in the new school house. 

Jackson. — The improvement in this district, in Sive years, has been at least 
one hundred per cent. Inefficient teachers are no longer tolerated, and the 
directors manifest a desire to improve their school buildings, and have already 
built several new ones ; and have also introduced a good series of text books ; 
yet they still labor under extreme difficulties, in consequence of a former 
board of directors neglecting to take bonds of the collector, who squandered 
their funds and rendered it almost impossible to pay their teachers. But, by 
judicious management, the present board will doubtless succeed in liquidating 
•11 their debts, and be able to keep their schools in operation as other districts 
do, without suffering from pecuniary embarrassment. 

Pocono. — The majority of the schools in Pocono are in a progpressive con- 
dition, while several of the most isolated are exceedingly backward. Owing 
to their peculiar locality, as well as the great antipathy existing among the 
citizens against education, it is difficult for the directors to procure efficient 
teachers, willing to go there. But in nearly all the other schools good teachers 
are employed, and the citizens are the friends of education. The schools of 
Tannersville are not surpassed by any in the county, and through the influ- 
ence of the friends of education, a summer school is kept open and good 
teachers have been employed. 

Tunkhannock and Tobykanna. — Here the schools are kept open during the 
summer, and most of the time female teachers are employed \ but this sum- 
mer the directors have employed males. Their schools at present are advanc- 
ing rapidly, and almost every citizen shows a willingness to further the good 
cause. The directors certainly deserve much praise for the able manner in 
which they have conducted their school matters ever since the new law has 
ecisted. 

Coolbaugh. — In this district the schools are also kept open during the sum- 
mer, and have progressed rapidly; but last summer sectarianism, with its 
pernicious influence, found its way into one school and nearly broke it up. 
The directors of Coolbaugh are energetic men, and strong advocates of the 
common school system. 

Paradise and Price, — Though the common school system was but slightly 
appreciated here a few years ago, and though their school houses, wher« 
tfaey had any, were but miserable substitutes, and their school books ^ntiquated 
ODd diversified, and the teachers perfect imposters, unfit for the most humble 
calling among men, yet now we find a great change, in public sentiment, as 
well as in other particulars. Within the last two years increasing business 
mad population have given a new impulse to the cause of education. Theie 
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are now a number x>f good schools, and good teachers are employed and 
houses improved. The directors pay considerable attention to visiting. 

Hamilton, — This is the largest and most wealthy district in the county, and 
has had some excellent schools for a number of years, and they are advancing 
as rapidly as can be expected. A very large majority of the citizens are tlM 
friends of our present eiducational system, and the different boards of directors 
have invariably favored public examinations, which are usually well attended 
in this district, and have never failed to excite remarkable interest. The 
teachers are generally skillful and industrious young men, and in the art of 
teaching are not easily surpassed. The school in the village of Fennersville 
will probably be graded. The directors purpose to erect a commodious house 
daring this summer, and employ two teachers for that school. 

Stroud. — Here the schools, during last winter, were in good condition, and 
the teachers were all well liked by the majority of their employers. Two 
female teachers have been employed for several winters, and received^ a liberal 
salary, and upon visiting their schools 1 found that their mode of instruction 
was entirely satisfactory, and their ability for governing was equal, if not 
superior, to many male teachers. It is to be hoped that the time will soon 
aorrive when many youth in our country will be cheered by the pleasant coun- 
tenances of female teachers. 

Stroudsburg, — The schools of this borough have been in operation, under the 
graded system, for about five years; but owing to the school houses being 
located in different parts of the town, children of the same families are obliged 
to separate and go to different schools, making it very annoying to parents to 
hear their children complain because they cannot attend the same school ; 
and besides, this manner of conducting a graded system does not answer the 
purpose intended. The present board of directors have concluded not to have 
any school this season, and sell the old school houses, and erect a building 
sufficiently large so as to accommodate all the scholars in town. This seems 
to be the proper course to pursue, as it is an impossibility to conduct such a 
■chool as ours, properly, without having all the scholars under the immediate 
supervision of a judicious and well qualified principal. It is to be hoped the 
directors will succeed in this enterprise, for surely^ there can be no place in the 
State where a commodious school edifice is more needed. 

Smithfield and Middle Smithfield, — Here ipost of the schools have been in 
good condition for many years. The directors offer more inducements to 
teachers here than elsewhere. A professional certificate, or its equivalent, 
entitles the holder to twenty-five dollars per month, and any teacher having 
less than No. 2 (good) on his certificate, cannot find employment as a teacher 
in the Smithfield s. in these districts we have better facilities for preparing 
young men to teach than they have in other districts. There are several select 
schools taught by gentlemen of eminent qualifications, and some useful teachers 
OK sent out annually. 

Public Examinations, — Many of these examinations were attended by direc- 
tors and parents, and invariably resulted in much good, by removing prejudice 
from the minds of the people relative to .the workings of the school system. 
Directors, however, do not generally visit their schools as required by law, 
but their compensation being rather meagre, may be a sufficient excuse for not 
performing this duty. More frequent visitations would, undoubtedly, create 
a greater stimulus in the minds of teachers and scholars. A few directors 
have acted commendably in this respect, but most of them do not fully realize 
the importance of this duty, yet in many other respects they are just such 
men as we need. I have great reason to cherish a remembrance of the names 
of those directors who stood by me in many struggles to advance the interest 
of our schools. 
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County Superintendency, — When this office was first established the oppon<- 
tion to it was almost universal. Directors and parents, in some districts, 
united in denouncing it as useless, regarding it as an imposition on teachers, 
and an unnecessary waste of public funds ; but, as the nature of the office 
began to be understood, public sentiment changed. Most of the directors and 
teachers are now decidedly in favor of it, and in all instances where the peopk 
have witnessed its operations, they are its warmest advocates. A very lar^a 
majority of our schools are well supplied with books, and many school houses 
have been built, and others improved; and many teachers who formerly weM 
considered the most prominent, are now excluded from the profession, ni^d a 
more worthy class fill their places. Children are beginning to regard the 
teacher as a friend, and the teachers seem to take more pride in their profee- 
sion, and consequently will exert themsel^s more to accomplish that great 
and noble object — the education of the rising generation. 

C. S. DETRICK, 

Stroudsbueq, May 12, 1859. County Superintendent. 
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General Progress. — During the past year there has been a very marked im- 
provement in the schools of Montgomery county, and it was very gratifying 
to find that several of the schools which had still been most in the back ground 
had taken the lead of others. This was especially the case with two schoob 
that came under my notice. These had both been in a backward condition ; 
the most so, in my opinion, of any in the county. On my first visit as super- 
intendent, the one indeed surprised me. But during the last session they wem 
considerably in advance of others. Upon the whole, I think the schools, dur- 
ing the school year just closed, were more satisfactory, and in a better condi- 
tion, than during any previous year of their existence. That they have made 
substantial progress there can be no doubt. They are now governed by a 
common life which is directing their movement in an onward direction. 

Term of School. — Very little change took place in the term of school in tht 
several districts during the past year, though it might have been expected, 
owing to the condition of things during the previous year. That such would 
have been the case in a considerable number of them. Only in four was theM 
are duction of the term. Of these, several will restore their former term during 
the present year, and one of the districts has advanced its term from eight lo 
ten months. This is an evidence that however adverse *'the times" maybe, 
the schools are fixed in their character, and that there is no retrograde mow- 
ment in them. 

The Best Schools. — The best schools are found in the boroughs and in Lower 
Merion, Abington, Cheltepham, Moreland, Horsham, Upper Dublin, White- 
marsh, Upper Merion, Whitpain, Norriton, Springfield and Lower Providence. 
The schools in a number of other districts are also in a good condition, and it 
is but just to say that there is now hardly any district in the county in which 
schools may not be found deserving to be mentioned did space allow. Theie 
are many schools that reflect credit upon their teachers. 

Branches Taught. — The same remarks will apply under this heading that 
were made in my last report, except that there has been considerable advance- 
ment, in many of the schools, in the introduction of geography, grammar and 
mental arithmetic. 
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School Visits, — ^During the school year I visited all Uie regular schools, with 
« single exception, once, and a considerable namber a second time. The 
exception was closed when I arrived there. During my visits the same 
course of proceeding was observed by me as heretofore detailed to the De- 
partment. 

Examinations. — ^A number of examinations were held during the year. In 
a considerable number of districts these are annual. During the last year there 
were examinations in a larger number of districts than during the former 
year. This occurred from the fact, that in a large number of the districts the 
teachers are more fixed an\l permanent than in others. Last year, however^ 
the directors in several districts thought that it would be well to have a general 
•examination of their teachers. T-he examinations were generally well attended, 
and in a number of districts there appeared to be a good deal of interest taken 
IB them. 

Visiting Schools, — The practice of visiting schools does still not obtain hU 
much in this county as it ought. The co-operation of parents is all important 
in the proper and successful conducting of the schools, and their visits to 
school should be frequent. Parents should be impressed with the importance 
of this duty. 

Teachers^ and People's Meetings. — As in forn>er years, I met the teach- 
ers, and such others as saw proper to attend, in a number of the districts — 
in such as 1 deemed there was the most necessity for so doing. In others 
i gave such instructions as were deemed requisite during my school visita- 
tion. 

Teachers'* Institutes, — There were three regular and one special county 
institutes held during the past year. These were well attended. There 
were also some eight regular district institutes kept up during the terms of 
school. There were several others organized, but they did not continue in 
operation any length of time. In several of the districts the directors dis- 
pensed with Saturday school, and the teachers held institutes in place thereof 
for their own improvement. The change in this respect, during the past year, 
was very marked indeed, considering that institutes, of any kind, a few years 
ago, were entirely unknown in this county, and that now, during the past year, 
there were /ovr county institutes, and tight regular district institutes. It may 
be remarked, too, that in some of the district institutes several districts were 
embraced. 

School Houses, — A very marked change is taking place in the school biild- 
ings. During the present season there will be an unusual activity in the way 
of putting up new school buildings. Some ten or twelve are now under con- 
tract and in the course of erection. Gradually the school houses of the 
county are being placed into an excellent condition. 

Uniformity of Books, — There is much more of a uniformity in the books 
than prevailed a year or two ago. There is also much more system prevail- 
ing in the matter of instruction. This is as it should be. The more uniform 
the books, the more system in the instruction, and as a consequence, its greater 
efficiency* 

Change in Sentiment. — A decided change in sentiment, in reference to the 
schools, I think, has taken place in the county. The disposition appears to 
be to make the most out of our schools^ and the best way to do this, is to 
place them in the best possible condition. 

Suggestion, — It would be well, I think, if the term of school could be some- 
what increased in several of our districts. Four and five months are very 
short indeed, and when the weather is unfavorable, as it was during the 
greater portion of last winter, the school-time of many bcholars becomes 
quite limited. It would be well if the terms were longer. 
6 
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German Schools. — We have still a number of schools in which the Oerman 
is predominant. In these schools I find some difficulty, from the fact that 
teachers often have charge of them who are entirely English. The scholar* 
do not understand the instruction, and as a consequence they know little or 
nothing of what they have been learning. In all such schools, I think, the 
teachers should possess a knowledge of both languages, and be able to trans- 
late from the one into the other, and then explain to the pupils what they are 
learning. In this way, it appears to me, these schools could be conducted so 
that the instruction would be beneficial, and the scholars understand what it 
attempted to be taught them. 

Conclusion, — I have thus briefly adverted to several particulars that ap- 
peared to me of the most importance, so far as the schools in Montgomery 
county are concerned. I have already, in the various reports submitted to 
the Department, dwelt at length and in detail upon the schools in the county, 
and have therefore deemed it unnecessary at this time to do so again. Upon 
the whole, looking at the schools, I trust, with an impartial eye, and after S 
had the very best opportunity for observation, I can conscientiously say, that 
they are in a highly gratifjnng and prosperous condition. They will, I am 
fully persuaded, compare most favorably with those of any other county in 
the State. That their progress will be greater within a brief period of time, 
there is every reason to believe. When I entered upon my field of labor hv9 
years ago, they were, so to speak, in a loose and disjointed condition. There 
was no common life, no uniformity of action, no system. There were pre- 
judices to encounter and difficulties to surmount. That these have been to a 
great extent removed and calmed, I feel certain, and our schooli have now a 
common life, and they have system. Henceforth all that will be required, is, 
that they should be properly directed, and their progress will be rapid. That 
I have contributed towards the accomplishment of this state of things, is a 
pleasing reflection^ of more value than any benefit derived from my emolu- 
ments of office. That 1 have contributed something to the promotion of the 
schools in my county, so that they may be a source of benefit, and utility to 
those who shall be instructed in them, is a gratifying thought that will last ae 
long as 1 shall live. 

E. L. ACKER, 
County Superintendent, 
NouRisTOWN, June 21, 1859* 
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Indications of Progress. — 1. Institutes. — County institute, one, of one 
day's continuance; teachers in attendance, thirty-six. We have relied nvainly 
upon district institutes and associations to awaken an interest and elevate the 
standard of qualification among teachers. All the districts of the county, 
except three, were represented in these institutes. In some districts they 
met every alternate Saturday; in others, one evening each week. The 
well-filled houses and spirited exercises attest the interest felt by teachers, 
directors and citizens, in these conferences and drills. It is to be regretted, 
however, that only about one-half the teachers of the county interested 
themselves in these meetings, or availed themselves of the advantages they 
afforded. 
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• % Maps^ Registers^ Sec — Another encouraging feature, is the introduction 
tif out-line maps, permanent school registers, extended black-board surface, 
^c. I have long been urging these and other appliances, to facilitate the 
labors of the teacher and the acquisitions of the pupil. Within the past 
year, more than one-third the schools of the county have been supplied with 
tiiese maps, a luxury hitherto unknown. 

3. Graded Schools. — Directors and friends of the system, in some of the 
mral districts, are agitating the subject of gradation and the propriety of 
establishing, in some central position, accessible from all parts of the dis- 
trict, a school of a higher grade, to which the most advanced pupils may be 
admitted. 

4. Increase of School Term, — By reference to the tabular statistics of the 
county, it will be seen that the county average has been increased nearly one- 
half month, and is greater than that of any previous year, while the cost of 
instruction is less than in '58, by more than six hundred dollars. This in- 
crease of term, it must be confessed, is about the only item in the table denot- 
ing progress. 

5. Districts, — A remarkable change has been wrought in the relative con- 
dition of some of the districts of this county in educational matters. At the 
time of the passage of the present law, and for two or three years subsequent, 
Danville took the first rank in the educational scale, and Cooper the lowest. 
They now stand, or soon will, at present rates of progression and retrogress 
sion, in a nearly reversed order. Our best schools are now to be found 
in Mahoning, Liberty, Limestone, Derry and Mayberry districts, clearly 
proving that "the battle is not to the strong alone." The school at Me- 
chanicsville, Aluhoning district, was represented in fire of our teachers the 
past winter. 

Ketarding Influences. — 1. Reduction of Teachers^ Salaries. — While the 
•chool term has been slightly increased, it has been at the expense of the 
teachers, in five districts, embracing nearly two- thirds the schools of the 
county, teachers' wages have been so reduced that the county average, for 
males, is nearly eight per cent, below that of last year^ This, too, has fallen 
to the lot of some of our most ardent and successful teachers. Its tendency 
is to drive the most competent and skillful to other places, where teaching 
talent is better appreciated, and greatly impair the usefulness of our own. 
schools. Mistaken policy! It is right and proper, nay, it is the duty of direc- 
tors, to discriminate in favor of real merit, by paying salaries, increasing pro- 
gressively in proportion to qualifications and skill in the art of teaching. Such 
a policy would excite the emulation of teachers, and establish a system of pro- 
motion, highly advantageous to the cause of popular education. One district, 
Limestone, has adopted this plan. 

Lest I should extend this report beyond the proposed limit, I will not dwell, 
in detail, upon each of the many obstacles in the way of the prosperity of our 
schools, but will sum up in few words, without comment, some of the more 
prominent. 2. The want of directors who are keenly alive to their duties, 
and the best interests of the schools. 3. "Thoroughly furnished" teachers. 
4. A better classification of schools, and an efHcient system of district in- 
spection. 5. The co-operation of parents and citizens, the press and the 
clergy. 

Danville. — It is proper, perhaps, that I should devote a short paragraph tOr 
the schools of Danville, inasmuch as she embraces more than one-fourth the 
schools of the county-— one-third the pupils — pays more than one-half the 
tax — and receives nearly one-half the State appropriation; and more particu- 
larly, since I have already intimated that her public schools have degenerated* 
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and fallen from that high position they once occupied. They hare, indeed, 
ceased to be the pride and boast of her citizens. Three principal causes harit 
contributed mainly to this result, viz : 1. The injudicious selection of many 
teachers not possessing the requisite qualifications. 2. The want of a 
thorough classification of the schools, and a systematic course of study. It 
is true that the schools are nominally graded, but pupils are sufiPered to pass 
from one grade to another without examination, and that, too, upon th« 
merest pretext. 3. The rival interests of private schools. That private 
schools should militate against the interests of popular education, appears 
■omewhat paradoxical. But to the facts. Unfortunately, the borough of Dan- 
ville is divided, socially, politically, and 1 had almost said religiously, by the 
Pennsylvania canal, into two wards, the North and the South. In each of 
these wards is an academy or select school, each having three teachers and 
from sixty to seventy pupils, and are, to all intents and purposes, rival insti- 
tutions; each striving for the mastery. The church north, and the church 
south, the aristocratic and wealthier citizens, the press and the clergy, each^ 
all are exerting themselves to advance the interests of their respective schools; 
hence their more humble and unpretending sisters are entirely overlooked by 
a large class of community. 

Conclusion, — Every year's experience furnishes additional proofs of tht 
superior excellence of our school system, and if faithfully carried out in if 
spirit and letter, of its adaptation to the wants of our noble Commonwealth. 
That it must eventually raise her to the first rank among her sister States, 
socially and intellectually, there can be no question. It is equally true, that 
no system, however excellent in itself, can attain so desirable an end, unlem 
faithfully and impartially executed. Each year, too, shows the increased 
necessity and demand for the speedy introduction of that great want of tbm 
system, its Normal feature. I conceive then that our business is to methodize, 
improve, develop what now exists, rather than destroy for the purpose of ex- 
perimenting on new, untried and dangerous theories. That it has failed to 
accomplish all its most ardent friends desired, or even expected, is no fault of 
the system itself. Enough has already been accomplished to establish it* 
potency for gooil, and justify its continuance. Efficient, self-sacrificing, co- 
operating teachers, directors, superintendents, parents and friends, are all the 
human agency essential to success. 

A. B. PUTNAM, 
County Superintendeni, 

Danvillb, June 23, 1859. 
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The creation of the County Superintendency undoubtedly marks a great 
epoch in Pennsylvania's educational system, which can only become mort 
marked and distinct with every increasing year. But scarcely had this much 
required office been established, when violent opposition against it began to 
manifest itself on every hand. The opposition which then prevailed against 
the office, now either lies dormant, or has ceased to exist, its practical re- 
sults have changed many of the former and most determined opponents into 
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tiie wannest friends of the law. The characteristic honesty of our Germam 
population will ever render them open to conviction, whenever practical re- 
sults or reasonable argument may warrant a change of opinion. And from 
all the information which the undersigned, after a careful inquiry, has been 
able to gather upon the subject, he is led to believe that were the question of 
repeal now submitted to the people of this county, a majority would be found 
.to sustain the office. The undersigned does not even hesitate to hazard the 
opinion that it would be the political death of any man of this county, who, 
in his representative capacity, would venture to cast his vote for the repeal of 
the County Superintendency. The ignorant opponents of the office would 
soon forget his services, while the intelligent friends of education would uever 
cease to remember them. 

School Houses, — Some dozen school houses were erected during the past 
year ; they are all of the first class. 

Teachers. — Since the establishment of the County Superintendency our 
teachers, as a class, have become much better qualified than they were prior 
to that time. The great desideratum now is a want of general information. 
They will, in many instances, aiiswer questions very well in running over the 
mere dry details of the branches which they are required to teach ; but beyond 
this their information does not go. Teachers of this description are mere 
mechanical machines, and as such can serve no other purpose than to render 
the school room extremely dull and heavy, which ought, by the intelligent 
teacher, through apt explanations and pleasing illustrations, to be made a very 
pleasant place into which pupils should at all times delight to enter. But 
compel them day after day to run over the mere dry details of branches, and 
they will soon come to the conviction that books are a nuisance and teachers a 
set of tyrants. 

School Directors. — School Directors, as a general thing, will not do their 
duty. The undersigned is happy to mention that there are honorable excep- 
tions to this rule. By the requirements of the present law, school directors 
are subject to much loss of time, labor, and even personal expense, without re- 
ceiving any compensation. Much abuse, too, is often heaped upon them. In 
the opinion of the undersigned, the public have no right to expect this. Were 
the number of directors of the several boards reduced from six to three mem- 
bers, and if in ordinary circumstances, say fifteen dollars annually were paid 
to each of two of the members, and to the secretary twenty dollars, a healthy 
action would, in the opinion of the undersigned, be infused into our whole 
school system, for directors would then have no plausible excuse to refuse to 
do their duty. Under the present circumstances many directors indemnify 
themselves by drawing on their treasurer, which is unauthorized by any pro- 
visions contained in the law. And thus is inculcated, into a republican com- 
munity, one of the most pernicious principles which can well be imagined. 
Namely, not only that of evading the law, but that of violating it. And we 
are thus guilty of the glaring inconsistency, that of claiming to educate one 
portion of the community, whilst we are corrupting the other. 

Progress of the English Language, — The whole number of pupils on the 
list for the school year ending June the first, 1858, is 9,004; o( these 1,318 
could speak English only, 4,537 German only, and 3,149 could speak both 
languages. Thus it will be seen by the last year's report that there were still 
^537 children going to school, or more than one-half of the whole list of 
pupils who had no knowledge of the English language. And this is still the 
great stumbling-block in our way. But the difficulty lies not therein, as some 
iiuperficial observers seem to think, because our children speak German, but 
because they do not speak English. It is not the presence of the German Ian- 
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guage which causes the difficulty, but the absence of the English language* 
The annexed table will exhibit a somewhat different state of things: 



DISTRICTS. 



1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

la. 

14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 



Allen 

East Allen 

Bath borough 

Bethlehem boreagh 

Bethlehem 

Bushkill 

Freemansburg borough . . , 

Forks 

Hanover 

Lehigh 

Lower Mt. Bethel 

Upper Mt. Bethel 

Lower Mt. Bethel, (Ind.). 
Upper Mt. Bethel, (Ind.)., 

Moore 

Lower Nazareth 

Upper Nazareth , 

Plainfield 

Palmer 

South £aston borough . . . , 

Lower Saucon 

Williams 



For year ending June 1 , 1859, 
Do do 1868, 



Speak Eng- 
lish only. 



1 
27 

2 
28 

2 
13 
11 
81 



12 
277 
858 
121 



2 
9 



8 
21 

266 
81 

153 



1,868 
1,818 



Speak Ger- 
man only. 



140 

153 

2 

2 

417 

842 

8 

184 

64 

497 

79 

46 



677 
266 
104 
859 
77 



510 
99 



Speak Eng. 
and Ger. 



264 

180 

115 

242 

176 

182 

154 

819 

67 

882 

456 

448 

85 

82 

188 

78 

52 

190 

202 

61 

465 

448 



8,961 
4, 537 



4,648 
8,149 



Total. 



415 
810 
119 
272 
595 
587 
168 
488 
181 
841 
812 
847 
156 
82 
862 
843 
156 
657 
800 
827 
1,006 
700 



Gain and loss 

during pail 

year. 



185 gain. 
4 loss. 

22 gain. 
88 loss. 
80 gain. 

186 gain. 
85 gain. 
54 gain. 
66 gain. 

186 gain. 

54 gain. 

45 gain. 

10 loss. 

82 gain. 
157 gain. 

45 gain. 

22 gain. 

96 gain. 

69 gain. 

1 gain. 

196 gain. 

121 gain. 



10,000 
9,004 



•1,699 
1576 



It will be seen by the at>ove table that the number of pupils on the list was 
increased during the past year from 9,004 to 10,000, a difference of 996. 
The families out of which these children entered the schools being as littte 
acquainted with the English language now as they were two years ago, it is 
reasonable to suppose that at least 600 out of the 996 were entirely German 
when they entered the schools. That during the same time at least 300 pupils 
who had acquired a knowledge of the English language, left the schools, can- 
not be reasonably doubted. As already stated, the whole list of pupils for th« 
present year is exactly 10,000, yet notwithstanding this increase on the list, 
the number of pupils who spoke German only has within the past year been 
reduced from 4,537 to 3,961, while at the same time the number of those who 
speak both languages has been increased from 3,149 to 4,748, a gain from the 
former of 576, and ro the latter of 1,599. Add the 600 from the increased 
list and the 300 which have left the schools, and you have the total of 3,075. 
This gratifying result has been brought about by the laudable efforts of the 
teachers of the county, and that number of children has in a single year been 
raised from a condition in which it was not possible for them to be educated, 
into one in which they can receive the benefit of an education. Had the un- 
dersigned commenced to urge the course now pursued but one year earlier, 
he is satisfied that by the first of June, 1860, all but those pupils which would 
enter the schools directly from German families, would be able to speak Eng- 
lish. He candidly admits and regrets the error. Apprehensions that too 
many innovations introduced at that early period might affect the office of the 
County Superintendency injuriously, as well as that of striking the prejudices 
of the people too harshly, must serve as his apology. However, the services 
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which the undersigned has already thus heen able to render to the children 
of this county, as well as those which he may yet be able to render them be- 
fore the expiration of his term of office, will ever be contemplated by him as 
one of the most gratifying acts of his life. How intelligent teachers, for a 
period of more than sixty years, could persist in the absurd system of teaching 
children out of English books, in which they did, in many instances, not un- 
derstand a word, is scarcely possible to conceive. The absurdity is so gross 
that even a moment's reflection, it would seem, ought to detect it. Every 
dollar paid by parents to teachers under these circumstances, might as well 
be thrown into the Lehigh or the Delaware. 

VAL. HILBDRN, 
County Superintendent, 
Easton, July 11, 1859. 
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It a^ords me much satisfaction in presenting my sixth report, to do so with 
increased evidence of their gradual and certain improvement. 

When I compare the present condition of our schools with what it was in 
the year ending June, 1855, 1 am surprised at the change. Then teachers 
were scarce, and generally incompetent; now they are plenty and generally 
well prepared. Some young men who in the fall of 1854, barely received the 
lowest grade certificate, and some who were entirely rejected, now have per- 
manent certificates, and are an honor to their profession. 

In the classification of scholars and in school government the change has 
been no less great. Formerly the rod was much more extensively used than 
now, and a number of teachers were censured, and some removed by the direc- 
tors, for their severity. This winter 1 have not heard of any instances of this 
kind. Whilst corporal punishment is not entirely abandoned, it enters less 
frequently and less severely, into the mode of governing scholars in our 
schools. This I regard an improvement of great value, and in the right di- 
rection. In nearly all of our schools, this winter, the scholars were well classi- 
fied, and in all of them tolerably well. 

Seven new school houses were erected during the year, and three were 
thoroughly repaired. We have now but few school houses that are unsuita- 
ble as training places of youth. 

Our county and district institutes have shared largely in the general pro- 
gress of educational affairs; the former giving evidence of increased ability 
and efficiency, and the latter being held more frequently and being established 
in a greater number of districts. 

The advantages of a good English education are more generally acknow- 
ledged and appreciated. The truth is spreading wider, that a cultivated mind 
is better than wealth, and that the influence and standing which education 
secures, are worth more than money. The result has been a higher grade in 
many of our schools, and the introduction of more advanced branches of study. 

Competent teachers are more sought after, and the old opinion of some, that 
small scholars may be successfully taught by poor teachers, is becoming ob- 
solete. Horace says : 

« Mediocribus esse poetis, 

'Sou D% non homines, non concsasere colomnae.'' 
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Mediocrity is not allowed to poets either by the Grods or men, or the pinars 
which sustain the book-sellers' shops. With some modification we may applv 
the poet's decision to teachers; for incompetent ones are no longer allowed. 
Even the voice of the people, whose children they are unable to teach, will 
endorse their rejection. Such has been the improvement of our schools, that 
few of them can be taught by teachers of inferior attainments. But if this 
were not the case, it would still be vastly preferable to have competent teach- 
ers, even for the schools of the lowest grade. A liberal scholar can teach the 
smallest children better than one whose education is limited. There is such 
a connection between the sciences that one aids in explaining another, and 
every science has such a tendency to develop and strengthen the mind, that 
a knowledge of every additional one will prepare the teacher better for the 
great work of instructing pupils. Hence the importance, on the part of teach- 
ers, to labor fait /if ulty and Mntiringly to increase their stock of knowledge. 

In my remarks to scholars, I have urged the importance and advantage of 
reviewing their studies during the interval of our terms of school. Many 
scholars, there is reason to believe, never look into a book from the time the 
school expires one year, until it commences the next, and thus forget much, 
if not all, they had learned. If they were to improve fragments of time, they 
might at least get an hour or two each week, to review the studies in which 
they were last engaged, and make much improvement during the year. 

la conclusion, 1 would state that there are still some districts in our county 
which have not established common schools, and my decided opinion, as here- 
tofore expressed, remains unchanged; it would be imprudent and productive 
of harm to make any attempt to compel them to open schools. 

J. J. REIMENSNYDER, 

Milton, May 11, 1859. County Superintendent. 
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The common schools of '^gallant little Perry" have had another year of 
hopeful experience in the service o( popular education. The history of their 
usefulness can be written satisfactorily only in the future ; but the statement 
of statistics, by referring to the tables, will now show a fair improvement upon 
those of last year, and the abstract of operations will not fall dubiously on 
the side of progress. 

General Improvements, — The embarrassment in money matters lingered so 
-long amongst us that it crippled the building arrangements of some school 
boards. Still, a number of old houses were repaired, and two new ones, of 
modern style, were erected. A new township school district (Tuscarora) was 
created by our court, which will change the location of several stone houses 
badly seated and unhealthy. Juniata township has added a new frame house, 
and formed a convenient sub-district to sustain it. New Buffalo township 
has resolved to build one new house each year, until all their old houses are 
replaced. Liverpool township will build the largest brick school house in the 
county. This spirit of improvement is general. If taxes will not be too bur* 
densome for the people, a very decided progress will be witnessed in this direc- 
tion next year. The increased population of the schools requires enlargement 
and improvement. 

Fall Examinations, — These were usually crowded. The business of the 
day was prolonged at times until after the first watch of the night. It proved 
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judicious to raise the standard of qualifications. The number of first class 
teachers increased one hundred per centum, and a third grade instituted, 
which we hope to dispense with as soon as possible. 

Teachers, — Those who were engaged in the schools, generally^ labored 
assiduously in their noble calling. Earnest efforts were made by many to 
render their school rooms attractive, the way of learning pleasant, the instruc- 
tion thorough. 

Academic and formal Schools, — Of these we have four. None, howevef, 
make pretensions to give purely Normal instruction. Bloomfield and Loy»- 
TiUe academies have furnished a few teachers every year. MarklevilJe Nor- 
mal institute has contributed fifteen to twenty annually, and the Normal de- 
partment of Mt. Dempsy academy, at Landisburg, thirty to forty. With such 
Lome facilities teachers can scarcely be expected to lack proper qualifications. 

Institutes, — The annual teachers' institute was held at Newport, Christmas 
week, it was our first home institute. The instruction, reports and discu»- 
sions, were conducted chiefly by the teachers. Our thanks are due to invited 
speakers, for evening lectures. The interest awakened, large attendance, and 
impressions made, have popularized home institutes here. Six district insti- 
tutes were conducted with spirit and profit in their different localities. Their 
half-monthly proceedings were published in the county papers. 

Might Schools and Lectures, — By these public efibrts a great many parents, 
who never went inside the school house, became acquainted with the opera- 
tions of the school room, the arduous labors of teachers, the improvement of 
their children, and utility of '^people's colleges." I caught up the spirit of 
the occasion and carried home the impressions, making them available in be- 
half of our noble system. 

Visitations, — I am pleased to report the happy influences at work here. In 
many schools the scholars were waiting for an examination into their advance- 
ment, and teachers for friendly conference. One or more directors usually 
made the round with me. The Fenn township directors deserve special men- 
tion, for their good company, hospitality and zeal in the cause ; the Miller 
township directors for their unique arrangements in school matters ; Liverpool 
borough board for careful supervision of their schools, and Madison township 
for its efficient district superintendency. 

In conclusiony the system is gradually and firmly gaining ground. Aimless 
opposition is rapidly diminishing. Many of our best, our most influential and 
intelligent citizens, are now serving as school directors. This augurs well 
for the future. 

T. P. BIJCHER, 
County Superintendeni. 

Landisburg, June 20, 1859. 
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In Greene, Lackawaxen, Palmyra and Shohola there are evidences of de- 
cided improvement. In these districts the citizens have shown a very great 
interest in their schools. Among their boards of directors are some of their 
best and most public spirited citizens, who show their interest by exerting 
themselves for the welfare of the schools. They visit the schools; have 
selected text-books ; employ good teachers and pay fair salaries. They are 
deserting old and dilapidated buildings, and erecting good school houses. The 
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employment of teachers is considered of much more vital importance than 
formerly, and they show a desire to employ the very hest. This care in select- 
ing good teachers has heen the means of stimulating applicants to fit themselves 
properly, and we see evidences of gratifying improvement in scholastic attain- 
ments and in the art of teaching, and a still continued ambition to improve 
mnd excel. 

In this efibrt to employ good teachers they have in most of their schools 
succeeded. Consequently we find here schools well conducted and well 
governed, by teachers intelligent, well qualified and ambitious. 

Mention may properly b« made here of the school in Paupack. This is by 
far the best school in the county. It is conducted by a female teacher in ths 
summer, and by a male teacher in the winter ; both deserving the highest 
commendations for their efficiency and attainments. The building, which was 
finished the last winter, is of the first class, and shows the good judgment of 
the directors. Such schools as the ^'Paupack school'' area blessing in a com- 
munity. Build a few more such school houses, employ a few more such 
teachers, thus giving the system a fair trials and we will soon inspire ths 
people with confidence. 

In Westfall district the difficulties of the two last years are, we think, sel- 
tied, and the promises now are that we will soon see improvement and advance- 
ment. 

in Miiford, Blooming Grove and Dingman we see but very little change. 

In Delaware and Lehman we have school houses of the very poorest class, 
and but little prospect of any im[frovement. Among the present board of 
directors of these two districts are some of our most intelligent and publis 
spirited citizens, and they are deserving the credit of employing excellent 
teachers. With one or two exceptions they have succeeded in supplying the 
schools with teachers well qualified. But the school houses have received no 
share of their attention, and I know of no excuse for this neglect of their duty, 
eacept it is the fear of adding another burden to the already oppressive tax 
for State and county purposes. 

Associations, — I have had seven township associations during the year, 
which were generally well attended, and met with better success than was 
anticipated. The teachers at these drills showed much improvement, when 
compared with the preceding year. I have held uo county institute, as the 
large extent of territory, and other inconveniences, rendered it impracticable 
said inadvisable. 

In most instances the examinations of applicants have been in public ; direc- 
tors and patrons being invited to witness the examinations and drills, and it 
was truly gratifying to see the large attendance and the interest manifested 
by all. 

Public sentiment is not yet universally favorable to popular education, though 
its importance is much more deeply felt. It has many firm and influential 
friends, such as can help it to the confidence of the people, and to a place ia 
their afi[ections. 

Conclusion, — In reviewing the schools of this county, although we have 
many sad deficiences to acknowledge, and many serious difficulties to over- 
come, we are gratified to know that we have made improvement and advance- 
ment. We know that we have some good schools, which, with the facilities 
they have, would reflect credit upon any community, and we sincerely hope 
that these few good schools will exert an influence for good upon the sur- 
rounding districts. 

PHILIP F. FULMER, 

County Superintendents 

FuLstsKYiLLB, Juno 25, 1859. 
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School Houses, — First class, three ; the first that we have ever been able to 
report from this county. They belong to Abbott, Homer and Sharon districts, 
respectively, and were built new the past year. The one in Abbott and ihm 
one in Sharon are better school houses than are often found in rural districts. 
Their cost was from eight to eleven hundred dollars. Seven other new houses 
have also been erected within the school year, which are commendable, but 
cannot be ranked in the first class. 

Whole number of school houses B6 

Increase over last year 6 

School Furniture, — No improvement in this item worthy of notice. 

Teachers, — One hundred and forty-three different teachers have been em- 
ployed, over one-half of whom are under twenty-one years of age; a fact 
showing that a majority of the teachers have had limited experience, yel 
many of these have been successful, and give promise of usefulness and efi!^ 
ciency in the profession. A few of those hitherto belonging to the first class 
of teachers have removed from the county, and some, for the want of suffi- 
cient encouragement, in wages corresponding to their advancement and sus- 
cess, have left the business for other occupations. For some cause, also, a few 
of this class, anxious to continue in the business of teaching, have not been 
employed, and their places have been supplied with others younger and lew 
experienced. One board of directors has taken measures that will counteract 
this evil, by adopting a resolution, that no teacher shall be employed in any of 
the schools of the district, whose certificate averages below No. 3, (middling.) 
Other districts are contemplating the subject; also the importance of fixilig 
the wages of teachers according to the grade of certificate. Hence, from tha 
increase of motives to exertion, we look for improvement. 

County and District Associations, — The Potter County teachers' associa- 
tion, organised in November, 1857, has held three sessions during the year, 
one of Ave days, and two of two days each. Eighty-four teachers have at- 
tended at least one, and some have attended all the meetings. Besides this 
district association of Homer, in operation over one year ago, another has r«* 
eently been organized by the teachers of Allegheny and Ulysses districts. 

Examinations, — It has been customary, for some time, to hold examinations 
throughout the county every spring and fall, generally in every district; 
though where two or three districts thinly settled, having from one to three 
schools each, could be accommodated at a point central for the whole, ap- 
pointments have not been made for each district separately. 

The attendance during the past year of directors and citizens upon thess 
examinations, indicates a large increase of interest in the cause of education. 
In some instances the school houses^ where examinations have been held, hav« 
been crowded with spectators, remaining from morning till night, giving close 
attention to all the exercises. Besides learning the qualifications of teachers, 
it has also been my object to make these examinations an occasion of benefit 
to them, and a number holding valid certificates have, from time to time, 
joined the classes for the sake of the improvement which might be received. 

Directors^ Visits, — A decided improvement in this item has been observed 
over any former year. Besides those mentioned in the last report, Abbott 
and Ulysses are worthy of special notice. Others, though they have DOt 
Tisited their schools once a month, have given them more attention than for- 
merly, and resolutions have been made, which if carried into effect, the 
•omiog year will show still greater improvement. 
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Conclusion, — The directors throughout the county have given me a cordial 
reception, whenever duty has called me among them; and I take this oppof- 
tunity to acknowledge the satisfaction I have felt in their co-operation to 
secure the objects contemplated in the common school system. From a care- 
ful survey of the different items, having a bearing upon the educational ii> 
terests of the county, we find that no ground has really been lost, while in 
many particulars much has been gained; and on the whole, the onward march 
of improvement has been such as to reward the labors of the faithful, and en- 
tourage to still greater efforts in future. 

J. HENDRICK, 

CoTJDERSPORT, June 21, 1859. County Superintendent. 
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We have had our discouragements during the past year. Notwithstanding 
this, much that was calculated to encourage the friends of education presented 
itself. Having been a close observer of educational matters in our county for 
a number of years, and had two years of official labor, I am enabled to cal- 
etilate, with reasonable exactness, the advancements made. 

Schools, — The shortness of our school term is a barrier to the real progress 
of the scholar. This might be remedied by having a summer term taught by 
females. About one-fifth of our schools are now kept open thus by subscrip- 
tion. There are, also, an unusually large number of Sabbath schools sustained 
in our county at the present time. The latter are properly of a religious 
character, and their object is to disseminate religious knowledge, yet they havs 
their influence on intellectual culture. 

Examination of Teachers. — I examined one hsndred and thirty-nine. Nearly 
all attended the public examinations. The previous year only forty-six 
teachers, twenty-four directors, and twenty-seven citizens attended the publis 
€xaminations. This year one hundred and twenty-one teachers, fifty dires- 
tors, and one hundred and twenty-two citizens attended. A great change for 
the better since the former year. 

Text-Books, — Sanders's readers have been adopted by nearly every district, 
and a decided improvement in classification has been made in the past year. 
In nearly every instance parents manifested a right spirit in the purchase of 
books. Only a few remain who are obstinate. 1 made strenuous efforts to 
have a good classification, and remember with gratitude the encouragement 
received from some of our directors. 

Visitations. — 1 visited all our schools twice, (with a few exceptions,) and a 
number the third time. Usually visited two a day. After visiting a school 
the second time I was enabled to judge whether the teacher put into practies 
the information given at the first visit. If a teacher is in constant expecta- 
tion of being visited the second time, he will strive to have his school always 
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in proper order. We have seventy-two directors in our county. My notes 
ghow that sixty-five visits were made to our schools by directors. It must be 
observed here, that the same directors visited the schools twice and three 
times, so that it can be seen that a number of directors never visit the schools. 
Yet there is improvement since last year. The most commendable districts 
in this respect are West Beaver, Washington, and the borough of Selinegrove. 
Two hundred and twenty-five citizens visited our schools in the past year, 
and the utility of visitation acknowledged by nearly all. 

District Superintendency, — Washington township alone established the di^ 
trict superintendency. Hon. £. E. Menges was chosen. He attended to his 
duty faithfully. I hope other districts will soon attend to this also. 

Scholars, — It is a fact worthy of observation, that nearly all the boys and 
girls with whom I conversed, expressed a willingness to go to school, and 
were eager in the pursuit of knowledge. The contrast between the number 
of those who studied grammar, geography, mental arithmetic, &c., the past 
year, with the number of those that pursued the same studies in former years, 
is striking. Three hundred and seventy-five were studying grammar, and 
two hundred and fifty geography, the past year. Several years ago these 
branches were studied only by a few, and those nearly all lived in or near 
towns. A few years ago mental arithmetic was almost unknown ; the past 
year six hundred and sixty scholars were engaged in this study. Scholars 
also exhibited a great delight in singing, and many of our schools closed their 
day's exercise with this ennobling exercise. 

J^ormal School, — We should have a Normal school in our district. I believe 
that our county's central and accessible position would entitle us to have the 
school located here. 

County Institute. — Our county institute was held in Selinsgrove the last 
week in December, and continued its sessions five days. Sixty-four teachers 
responded ; the largest number ever convened in our county on a similar 
occasion. 

District Institutes. — in six districts regular institutes were held. I attend- 
ed them as frequently as my other labors permitted. In those districts the 
schools on Saturdays were closed, and the afternoon and evening of every 
alternate Saturday were appropriated to the holding of an institute. They 
were largely attended by the citizens, and in several districts by directors. 
The beneficial results flowing from such meetings are too apparent to be 
enumerated. I regard them as a fixed institution, and no '^ power behind the 
throne'' of ignorance can overthrow them. 

Evening Meetings, — Several of our teachers held meetings in the evening 
with their scholars, and devoted the time to declaiming, reciting tables, de- 
bating, concert reading, singing, &c. To these meetings parents tvould go 
with their children. The exercises were highly interesting to all in attend^ 
ence, and well regulated day schools were the result ; more frequent visits 
from parents and citizens to the day school, and 1 always found those teachers 
**up and doing" in the true sense of the word. 

Lectures, — I found that much might be done by public lectures. I spent 
more time, the past year, in this branch of my duty than the former year, and 
I do not regret it. They were always well attended. Our school system was 
explained, the duties of directors, teachers, parents and scholars set forth, and 
the cause of popular education advocated. It was the means of arousing many 
to activity, instituted a spirit of inquiry, and establishing the faithful more 
firmly. I was frequently assisted by teachers who have made great improve- 
ments in the art of speaking. 

County Superintendency, — Upon this topic it afibrds me pleasure to speak. 
The ideas of many who believed that ''an old error was better than a new 
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tTUth," have passed away. I always entertained the helief that the day wa« 
approaching when the beneficial effects of the County Superintendency would 
be acknowledged. The cordiality with which I am every where received, fills 
me with grateful acknowledgments, and my anticipations are realized. In 
certain parts of our county the superintendent was regarded with enmity. 
Fifteen months ago I was not permitted to lecture in the school house of a 
certain district. Last winter I was cordially invited to do so, and the most 
strenuous opposers then are now its most ardent supporters. It is encouraging 
to see men exert themselves in building up the system, who formerly wers 
striving to tear it down. There are such yet who oppose " free schools," 
but their number is growing less. 

Teachers, — Many of our teachers are in the prime and vigor of manhood, 
and are anxious inquirers after " improved methods of teaching ;" many realize 
that the watchword is onward. Such being the state of their minds, they 
sannot fail to meet the demands of the future. 

D. S. BOYEK, 
County SuperirUenderU, 

Freeburg, June 16, 1859. 
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The cause of common school education is in a prosperous condition, marks 
af improvement are visibly stamped upon it. Public sentiment is growing 
in its favor. There is some opposition, however, not of a formidable char- 
acter. 

Our schools have improved at least fiftj*^ per cent, during the last few 
years. Our teachers have generally put forth the most strenuous efforts lo 
improve and fit themselves for their important station. Hence, we can con- 
fidently anticipate sure progress year by year. 

Our examinations were well attended by directors and citizens. Directors 
have generally co-operated with us in sustaining all measures pertaining to 
the interests of the schools. 

School Houses. — The work in this department is slowly, but surely pro- 
cessing. 

Not many district institutes were held during the past year. I regret 
rery much that the short term of school and the onerous duty of visitation, 
gives me little time to hold district institutes. 

A county institute was held in Somerset in December last, of one week's 
duration, which was attended by upwards of one hundred teachers. It proved 
rery beneficial to the teachers, and highly interesting to the citizens. Tha 
county institute has become a permanent institution in this county. 

Text-Books. — Efforts have been made in most of the districts to introduea 
a regular series of text- books, but, from various causes, the work has not as 
yet been completed. 

Regular monthly visits by directors were not made in many of the dis- 
tricts. This neglect of duty has not arisen, in many cases, on the part of 
directors, from an unwillingness, but from an oversight of the requirement. 
Fair promises have been made for the future performance of this duty. Tha 
shortness of the term of school, and low wages, are still impediments in tha 
way of rapid advancement in educational attainments. 
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From the past progress and present indications, we have ample cause to be 
encouraged to press on in our work, even amid arduous toils and many dis- 
couragements. The difficulties and perplexities attending our course havt 
become less; the fruit of our labor is beginning to manifest itself; the cause 
of education is gaining new friends and advocates, whilst those long engaged 
in the work have become firm in their attachment. It is needless to extend 
our remarks. The main facts have been set forth. 

J. K. MILLER, 
County Superiniendtnt. 

Berlin, June 15, 1859. 
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General Remarks, — During the past year our educational progress has bee» 
steady, slow and sure. The limited opposition to the common school system 
is becoming less intense; but its friends are not unduly encouraged. Much 
hope and hard labor are still required to secure it permanently from the open 
and secret attacks of foes. Our school tax, by the last report, is higher than 
that of any other county in the State, except two. In the fact that it is gen- 
erally so cheerfully paid, there is strong evidence that the system has taken 
fast hold on the popular heart, it is unfortunate that such taxation fails most 
heavily upon those least able to bear it — upon a poor and sparsely settled 
county like this. 

There has been special improvement, in a more general uniformity of school 
books; in the attention paid by the people to the condition of the schools and 
school houses; and in the attendance at the inspection of teachers. A com- 
petent teacher, even at a high salary, is more and more insisted upon by all 
those who have scholars to send to school. Five schools were in operation 
during the winter, in addition to those already reported. 

School Houses, — Several school houses have been built during the year. 
One (in Cherry) is worthy of note for the substantial way in which it is built, 
and its general appearance; and another (nearly completed in Fox) for its 
situation some rods from the public road, in the midst of ample grounds, and 
for the arrangement of seats and desks at different heights, and each to ae- 
commodate two pupils. In these respects it excels all others in the county. 
It is to be hoped that not another school house, even in part, will be built in the 
county by subscription. Such are invariably of the worst description. 

Institutes and other Schools. — An institute, commencing in September last, 
and continuing for six weeks, at this place, was conducted by the Rev. H. 
Armstrong and myself. Thirty-seven members were in attendance, and 
nearly thirty of them designing to teach. We are convinced that, by this 
means, much good has been accomplished. I have noticed many of the sug- 
gestions then given, since practically worked out, with good results, in the 
school room. 

The school at this place, under the charge of Rev. H. Armstrong, has been 
in successful operation for eight months. Many of our most promising na* 
tive teachers have been in attendance here. Some of the higher studies of a 
liberal education have been pursued, but not to the neglect of the common 
branches. 

It is a subject for congratulation that the Eaglesmere academy, located 
near Lewis lake, in the midst of beautiful scenery, has beea re-opened under 
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the charge of Mr. J. N. Lukins, the former principal. By the erection of 
other buildings, already contemplated, ample accommodations and superior 
inducements will be held out to all those who wish to fit themselves for 
teaching. 

Teachers, — It is conceded that, on the whole, we have had better teachers 
during the past year than ever before. The opinion is prevailing that we cam 
not, in general, do better than to hire good female teachers. They have gained 
largely upon the male teachers, both in number and capacity. We hav« 
sloughed off many of our poorest teachers ; for them and their unfortunate 
pupils we had lost all hope. Seventy-six have been inspected, ten of them 
rejected, and several of the remainder passed for four months only, who will 
soon find themselves outside of the profession if no advancement is made. 
One of the most encourag^ing signs of the times is, the increasing number of 
our native teachers. Upon those who reside in this county, alone can we with 
safety depend. Directors are no longer compelled to hire this or that par- 
ticular applicant, or none at all. 

Visitations. — The district superintendency does not prevail to much extent 
in the county, but 1 think the occasiunal visits of directors, and the people 
generally, are becoming more frequent. I have visited all the winter and 
summer schools once, except one which closed sooner than I anticipated, and 
a majority of them twice. There has been a greater gain by half in the num- 
ber of scholars studying arithmetic, geography and grammar, than in the 
natural increase of the whole number; thus showing a gain in the right 
direction over the corresponding period of last year. 

Conclusion, — From the mistakes and the success of the past the earnest 
school officer will draw wisdom for his future guidance. There is enough of 
hope to encourage, enough of disappointment to call out every energy of all 
the friends of the common school system. It should command the rarest 
talents, the wisest judgment, the greatest knowledge, the most invincible 
courage, the largest heart and the most efficient action. 

C. J. RICHARDSON, 
County Superintendent, 

Laporte, June 21, 1859. 
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We have two terms of school during the school year ; a summer and a 
winter term. The former generally opens about the middle of May or the 
first of June. The latter on the first of December. The summer term con-' 
tinues three months in three-fourths of the districts, and four months in the 
residue. The schools, during this term, are taught, with few exceptions, by 
females. The winter term continues three months; in a/cto cases four. About 
half the schools are taught during this term by females, the remaining half 
by males. 

A number of the districts have but four months free school during the 
year — a still larger number ^ve, and about one-third of them six — a few seven, 
and none more than seven. 

We have two hundred and sixty-five schools. The average time they re- 
main in session, during the whole year, is less than six months; say ^ve and 
a half. To visit them consumes one hundred and thirty-two and one half 
days, visiting at the rate of two a day, or more than six months at twenty- • 
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two days to the month. More than two schools mast be visited, on the 
average, each day of their sessions, in order to see all of them once each year. 

There are two series of teachers' examinations held during each year ; one 
commencing the first of November, for the winter schools, the other about the 
first of May, for the summer schools. Each series consumes about twenty- 
seven days, making fifty-four days annually spent in the examination of 
teachers. 

Hardly one-third of the teachers employed in summer are competent to take 
charge of the winter schools, and only about one-third of the winter teachers 
care to teach in summer, for the wages generally paid. Hence the necessity 
for two examinations annually. 

I traveled on foot, in the summer, from school to school, and from town to 
town. Nearly one thousand miles were traveled, and about one hundred and 
forty schools visited. 

Summer and Winter Schools, — The summer is our dry school season. The 
people are all too deeply absorbed in their agricultural, and other interests, to 
have any time to attend to the wants of the schools. This state of things was 
measurably improved, however, during the last year, by the appointment of 
several secretaries to visit the schools of their respective districts monthly. 
Whenever possible, I accompanied the secretary in some one of these visita- 
tions. Much good resulted from this mode, in addition to that accruing to 
the schools visited. A mutual acquaintance and association of effort generated 
a mutual good understanding and sympathy, which proved a valuable basis 
for subsequent operations. 

About the first of September 1 entered upon my duties of " teaching teach- 
ers" in the Normal school, with Professor Stoddard, to fill up the interval 
between the summer schools and the November examinations. Two hun- 
dred and sixty students were in attendance. 

The winter campaign is much more lively, interesting and useful, than the 
summer. The teachers are more able and competent, and the people have 
more leisure to attend to their educational interests. 

jJssociations, — Last winter, district associations were held regularly, once 
a week, in twenty of the thirty-two scho(fl districts of the county. In some 
districts there were three different associations in the same district, all working 
harmoniously and earnestly, under the spur of an honorable emulation to ad- 
vance a common cause. All the teachers of the district attended these asso- 
ciations, and the people of each locality exerted themselves to make their's 
the best. Never before was there so much life and animation in the educa- 
tional field. Never before did the schools give such universal satisfaction. 
Never before was there so much progress made in the same length of time by 
the friends of free schools. 

Teachers^ Examinations. — The directors were generally present — sometimes 
all of them, sometimes only a part. There was generally a large attendance 
of spectators; sometimes the house was crowded until it was almost impossi- 
ble to proceed with the examination. In towns, where three years ago I had 
neither teacher, director nor spectator in attendance, I had, last May, nearly 
one hundred present, with between twenty and thirty teachers in the class. 

Particulars might be given, did the limits of this report permit, but I trust 
enough has already been given to indicate that a great change has taken place 
in the public mind. I think I can safely say, that the whole system has ten 
friends now where it had one two years ago. Some of the most intelligent, 
and at the same time the most bitter of our epemies one year ago, are now 
the earnest friends of the school system and its auxiliaries. After the exami- 
nation closed, 1 generally took the opportunity to talk to those present on 
the wants of the schools, &c. 
'7 
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After the teaehers and spectators were dismissed, I met with the hoard of 
directors, and consulted with them in regard to the wants of their schools, and 
80 far as 1 could, facilitated the discharge of their duties hy information or 
any other aid that I could give. 

During last fall and winter four successful county institutes were held ; 
one at each of the following places : Friendsville, Great Bend, Gihson and 
Brooklyn. 

During the past year the people of New Milford village have erected a 
fine huilding for a graded school. The whole, when finished, will cost ahout 
$2,000 ; of this sum, the school directors contributed $400. The balance was 
furnished by the people of the village. Other villages contemplate following 
the very worthy example of New Milford. 

Our prospects for the future are really more cheering than they ever were be- 
fore. But that old chronic difficulty, poor and young teachers^ still stares us 
in the face. The most of our best teachers are taken from us by the better 
prices paid in other counties. If all of the best teachers that we have had in 
the county for the last five years, could have been retained in the business of 
teaching in this county, at remunerative prices, our educational condition 
would have been at least ihree hundred per cent, better than it now is. 

As it is, we hold teachers' institutes, Normal schools, &c., and qualify 
teachers, while other counties reap the benefits. We are thankful, however, 
that somebody is blessed by our efTorts. But whether we can ever clog 
that seemingly insatiable appetite, demand from abroad^ is a question which 
we have, as yet, hardly ventured to speculate upon. 

Our teachers are the great vivifying life-current of the school system, and 
if our best ones are taken from us, we are drained of that life-current /rom 
very near our heart. 

It does seem to me if the Legislature of Pennsylvania could feel, in all its 
pressing reality, the great want, the urgent demand for more good teachers, it 
would never allow another session to pass without making some provision by 
which they could be supplied. It would no longer compel the friends of educa- 
tion to struggle on single handed, sometimes desperately, sometimes hopefully, 
always earnestly, to supply a universal want which the State is in duty bound 
to relieve. 

B. F. TEWKSBURY, 

Brooklyn, July 21, 1859. County Superintt7ident, 
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The educational interests of this county are in a prosperous condition. AH 
has been accomplished that was expected, and in some respects more. True, 
there has been a falling off in the statistical tables in most of those things 
by which the editor of the School Journal estimates progress. The salaries 
of teachers, the average number of scholars, and the length of the school term, 
have each been diminished. 

The late financial derangement must take most of the blame for this. The 
taxes being collected with difficulty, and the cry of hard times, induced the 
directors to both reduce the wages of teachers and the length of the school 
term. Most of the male teachers who received $25 per month last year only 
received $20 this. This, however, does not argue that they taught any poorer 
schools. 
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1 think our progress can be estimated better in the following specifications, 
than in the statistical tables. 

School Houses, — Twenty-two school houses have been built the past year. 
Many of these take the places of those heretofore reported as unfit. One in 
Tioga district cost $1,600, and one in Middlebury, $800. 

If the building, with its internal arrangements, including pail, broom, cup 
and black-board, were all that is required to constitute a first class house, 1 
should say we now had at least one hundred, and I see some superintendents 
have Reported such as first class. 

Liberty, one of the largest and wealthiest districts in the county, has for 
the first time levied a building tax. The people ^mostly Germans) manifest 
some uneasiness, but nevertheless submit to it with much better grace, and 
take a more intelligent view of it than some of the northern " Yankee" town- 
ships. 

Those districts which have never levied a building tax, are easily distin- 
guished by the very low valuation of their school property. They have not 
paid any better wages, nor kept schools open any longer than those districts 
which have the tax ; and by-and-by, when those having the tax shall have 
their houses all built, and are ready to extend the school term from six to 
eight or nine months, and also to raise the salaries of teachers, they will just 
begin to see that they have no houses to keep school in ; that some must be 
built; that a tax must be levied, and while their funds are thus diverted from 
the schools, they cannot compete with the other districts in regard to teach- 
ers' wages. The best teachers will be driven away, and too late to remedy the 
evil, they will find themselves much in the rear in all educational matters. 

Directors^ Reports. — There still exists much confusion in the annual re- 
ports of directors. The whole number of scholars has always been under-es- 
timated, and the average number over-estimated. The winter school is not 
usually taught by the same person as the summer, and thus even the new 
form of teachers' reports does not tell the number who came in the summer, 
but in the winter. 

A.S to the average number of scholars, there is less fault this year than ever 
before, it being the first in which the average in some districts has not been 
reported as equal to or greater than the whole number. I think the average 
is not generally more than two-thirds the whole number, and often not more 
than half. 

Teachers^ Institutes, — The county institute has held two sessions, one at 
Mansfield, the other at Tioga. The success at each was complete. One 
would not suppose there could be such a charm in associated effort. Saying 
nothing of the knowledge gained, the spirit, the ambition imbibed at each, was 
worth more than a thousand dollars to the county. Teachers went back to 
their schools with a determination to do their best. I must confess that the 
number of intelligent and promising young men and women in the county far 
exceeds any estimate I had ever made. The Superintendency might be abol- 
ished, or even the whole law repealed, and not chain the energies or materi- 
ally limit the success of this noble band of earnest and devoted teachers. 1 
doubt not, that the institute now might live without the aid of the infiuence 
which called it into existence. 

Length of School Term, — The school term will not be materially lengthened 
until there are more school houses built. The taxes are now very high in 
most districts. The school houses must be built, and there is no way of ex- 
tending the school term, but to either raise the taxes, cease to build, or di- 
minish the teacher's wages ; neither of which seems to be practicable. 

Teachers. — The great success of the school year, in this county, has been the 
improvement in the qualifioations of teachers. When 1 commenced the ex- 
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aminations of the year, I raised the standard of qualification some twenty per 
cent. ; so that those who held the poorest certificates of last year would not 
obtain any this, unless they had improved. Yet while I granted only about 
four hundred last year, I have granted four hundred and fifty this. I ex- 
pected, and indeed the cry was raised in nearly every part of the county, that 
teachers would be scarce, but the opposite has been the result. 

While I firmly believe that rigid examinations and thorough school visita- 
tions have aided much in establishing this progress, I would not forget the 
earnest and self-sacrificing labors of the teachers in the high schools and 
academies. Our two academies have sent out nearly one hundred teachers, 
and most of them have done efficient service. They reflect great credit upon 
the source of their instruction. 

Public Sentiment. — 1 know of no public vocation in which there is less op- 
position than in the Superintendency of the common schools of this county. 
Both as teacher and preacher, I have found the croakers to be far more nu- 
merous than as -superintendent. In this respect I would not change positions 
with any county or State officer. Those who sympathise with the educa- 
tional cause at all, usually co-operate with and sustain the superintendent in 
the discharge of his laborious and responsible duties. 

Teachers^ Salaries, — In employing teachers, it has been the custom either 
to appropriate a given sum to each school, and let the director living nearest 
hire the teacher as best he could, or for the board to hire all teachers, giving 
each the same salary irrespective of qualifications. It gratifies me to be able 
to state, that now nearly one half of the districts grade the teacher's wages ac- 
cording to the qualifications. The others will soon be driven to do the same, 
or else fill their schools with the rejected teachers of other townships. Where 
the wages are graded, the good teachers of course get more, and the poor 
teachers less than the average. Thus the former will seek those districts 
where the wages are graded, and the latter those where they are not. 

Directors, — The office of school director begins to be better appreciated. 
Men of good judgment and progressive views are quite generally chosen. 
These, however, do not always discharge their duties with that fidelity which 
they ought. But directors, generally, manifest a determination to live up to 
the law, and I most earnestly desire that they should, for the districts where 
they have the poorest schools, and where they complain most of the law, ar« 
the ones where they have seen least of the law. 

In my next report 1 should be pleased to review concisely the advance and 
retrograde movements of each township for the last six years. Personally 
and officially, I am under many obligations to directors and teachers for their 
invaluable services to me in the discharge of my duties. 

N. L. REYNOLDS, 

OcEOLA, June 29, 1859. County Superintendent. 
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If we contrast the present with the condition in which we found our com- 
mon schools four or five years ago, there can be no doubt as to their improve- 
ment. No intelligent person who hss given this subject due attention will 
deny it. But how was this change eflfected 1 We answer, on the same prin- 
ciple that changes or reforms are brought about in manufacturing or agricul- 
tural pursuits. As long as there is no distinction made in the piSic^ of difer- 
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ent qualities of goods or produce in our market, we must not look for a very 
superior article, inasmuch as the production of a good or superior article is 
accompanied with more expense than the production of an inferior article. — 
Hence, the merchant who paid as much for a hushel of wheat, that was mixed 
with rye- chop and cockle, as he paid for a bushel of pure wheat, encouraged 
a wrong, because he either paid too much for the one, or too little for the 
other. 

" Neighbor, why don't you clean your wheat, or get some improved seedl" 
«' What's the use ; I can raise more of that stuff to the acre than you can of 
good clean wheat ; and then you know I get just as much per bushel as you 
do. Then, what's the use." This was the case with our grain market not 
many years ago. But since the farmer is paid for his produce according to 
its quality ; since our State and county agricultural societies and associations 
offer premiums for the best articles of produce, the most improved specimens 
of live stock, &;c., we find a great change to have taken place in agricultural 
afliiirs. So in almost every other industrial pursuit. This reform was ac- 
complished by a system of inspection, which is designed to reward every one 
according to the true value of his production. 

Prior to the enactment of the school law of ISSi, the teachers were either 
not examined at all, or examined by persons who knew but little of their du- 
ties or responsibilities. The nature of the questions were often neither cal- 
culated to instruct the teacher, ascertain his mental capacity, nor to induce 
him to seek for higher attainments in the art of teaching. 

I was once examined by a board of directors to whom I was almost an entire 
stranger, and had no letter of recommendation to them ; but after asking me 
a few questions as to where 1 was from, what I had been at, &c., they gave 
me a paper, certifying that 1 was "a man of gooJ mor«/ character, and competent 
to teach a school.^' (Some no doubt by this means first discovered that they 
had a moral character, and were competent school masters.) Others were 
examined at the same time, and received the same stereotyped edition of cer- 
tificate, differing from mine only in the name. I discovered that mental ca- 
pacity or skill in teaching, neither altered the character of the certificate nor 
the teacher's compensation. Thus, the efficient and inefficient were placed 
side by side ; the one looking to the future for brighter days, when bis pupils 
should be able to appreciate his toils, and reward the same by proving useful 
to society, true to their country, and grateful to their Creator. The other, 
looking to the future only for his dollar, and longing to be liberated from his 
prison ; acknowledging his unfitness for the duties he assumed, not only by 
his works, but by his words. But if you asked him why he did not qualify 
himself for the duties of a teacher, he told you it would not pay to spend 
time and money for an education or for preparations for duty which directors 
would pay him to perform vrithout any preparation on his part ; that he could 
get a certificate as readily as he who had spent years in preparing himself for 
the work. On the other hand, the more efficient teacher who at first, with 
zeal, entered upon the discharge of his duties, finding his labor unappreciated, 
and himself weighed in the balance with him who was ignorant of the first 
principles of those branches he pretended to teach, became discouraged and 
often sank, instead of rising in his profession. The evil resulting from this 
system was seen and felt by many, not only in this county, but throughout 
the State, and no doubt led to the enactment of the school law of 1854. 

When this act was first announced, many of the friends of education look- 
ed upon it as calculated to bring about not a speedy but ultimately the desired 
change. 

The County Superintendent meanwhile entered upon the discharge of his 
duties, unacquainted with the wants of the difierent schools throughout the 
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county. A stranger to the majority of teachers, and obliged to tread in an 
unbeaten path, ([should we be more surprised if he made some mistakes than 
if he made none i) In due time his first duty was done. The teachers had 
passed the examination, and were found in their respective school houses.^ — 
But were they any better than they had been before the examination! To 
this question you received from the majority of our people, an emphatic J^o ? 
For as we are supposed to live in a fast age, it was no doubt expected by many 
that the County Superintendent should be able, by a single examination, to 
metamorphose the indifferent and inefficient school master, and place him before 
'' Young America," a finished scholar and a master of his profession. — But 
this power not having been conferred upon him, he was doomed to disappoint 
the expectations of those, who, like the ancient Jews, looked for a miraculous 
deliverance, not from bondage, but from heavy taxes or indifierent schools. 
This was somewhat the condition in which I found my field of labor. Four 
years have elapsed, and still the change that some have looked for is not yet 
afiected to their satisfaction ; but changes are not always improvements, ex- 
cept when we change poor school houses into those suited for the purpose — 
inefficient for efficient teachers — boards of directors that go in for short ses- 
sions and cheap masters, regardless of their qualifications or character, for 
those who see that economy in education consists in competent instructors, 
good school houses, comfortable seats and desks, and longer school terms. 

In order to induce teachers to improve themselves, the standard of qualifi- 
cation was raised every year according to the number of more efficient appli- 
cants that were expected to apply for schools. But not until last fall did we 
find a sufficient number of applicants at the public examinations to supply the 
wants of our schools. 

Only four applied for private examinations, and two of them were rejected 
because they had no written requests from the directors. 

I was obliged to annul one certificate for dishonesty in the holder. He re- 
ceived a No. 3 certificate in an adjoining county, but on crossing the river, 
found such figures would not secure employment ; so he ehanged three S's 
to three I's, and got a school on condition that I would indorse his certificate. 
He taught two months, and left for parts unknown, without either certificate or 
money. 

The first year I was obliged to grant certificates varying from No. 1 to No. 
5, in order to keep all the schools open. Last fall I granted but three grades, 
besides two county certificates. All who could not reach Nos. 1, 2 or 3, were 
rejected. This measure either sends the incompetent teacher to school as a 
student, or out of the school as a teacher. 

School Directors. — Politics or opposition to free schools is not a test of a 
man's qualifications for the office of school director with us. In nearly all of 
our districts the most intellig^ent, or those most friendly to the school system, 
are elected to office. 

School Houses are gradually improving, but recreation ground is still 
wanting. 

Text-books are nearly all of a uniformity throughout the county. 

The school term will, this year, average about five months. 

Parents are beginning to see ^he importance of visiting their schools, and 
co-operating with the teacher. 

County and district institutes are among the most efficient means to im-* 
prove our teachers and uniting the common school friends. 

Contrast, — In the fall of 1855 1 met thirteen school directors, and examined 

fourteen teachers, at the different appointments for the county. At nearly 

half the appointments I found neither directors nor applicants. In the fall of 

1858 I m&i fifty-four directors, ai^d examined ninety-five applicants for schools. 
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Ovkt ^torii and pahliabers are still with us, giving us maeh eneouragtmant, 

S' pnblidiing all educational communications sent them by teachers or others, 
ay this kindness be. ultimately rewarded by many new subscribers from 
among the rising generation. 

To our citizens, generally, I owe a debt of gratitude for their kindness and 
hospitality; to teachers and directors for co-operation in the improvement 
of our schools. 

D. HECKENDORN, 
New Berun, June 20, 1859, County SuperirUendent. 
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The last 3rear was one of good cheer to the friends of education in this 
county. Although marked by no startling innovations or rash experiments, 
its history records the steady growth of enlightened views with regard to the 
benefits and necessities of education, and a rapid improvement in all the 
♦' school room" departments of the system. 

Improvemenis* — In the modes of teaching, improvement is very perceptible. 
Teachers are improving in the "branches," but most rapidly in the "art of 
teaching." Indeed, the teaching w&b fifty per cent, better last year than the 
previous year. Few teachers had any serious difficulties. 

The general introduction of mental arithmetic in our schools during the 
year, marked an era in their progress, and furnished complete justification for 
its insertion as a separate branch in teachers' certificates. It has already 
effected more towards developing the reasoning powers of pupils, imparting 
correct habits of analysis, and conveying a proper knowledge of the relations 
and properties of numbers, than any other branch of mathematics taught in 
our schools. Many teachers and parents were slow to acknowledge its utility, 
but all now freely advocate its importance. 

Examinations at the close of schools were common, and produced good 
effects. In Irvin district, a common school convention, attended by four or 
five hundred parents and pupils, was held at the close of the schools. This 
novel mode of closing schools, in this case, was effective for good. 

A new impetus was also given to the study of geography, by the introduc- 
tion of Mitchell's map of North America, into a large number of the schools. 
The maps are invaluable when rightly used. 

Buildings. — Three-fourths of the houses in the county have been re-built 
within the last five years. Several well planned houses have been recently 
erected. More attention has been paid to lighting, seating and ventilating than 
formerly. At Pleasantville a beautiful and substantial house was built, capa- 
ble of accommodating one hundred and fifty pupils, and an excellent graded 
school was taught in it last winter, by Messrs. Ashley and Beebe. This and 
the school at Tionesta, are the only properly graded schools in the county. 

The directors of the borough of Franklin have taken the initiatory steps 
towards erecting a building sufficiently large to accommodate four hundred pu- 
pils, with the design of adopting the Union graded system. A beautiful site has 
already been secured, and the building will be commenced as soon as prac- 
ticable. 

Institutes, — One county institute was held at Clintonville. Eighty teach* 
ers attended. The institute resulted beneficially to all in attendance. A joint 
county institute waa convened in Titnsville, in January, and was largely at 
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tended by the teachers of Crawford, Venango and Warren counties. The su- 
perintendents of those counties were in attendance. The meeting was de« 
signed to accommodate a large number of teachers who are too remote from 
the central parts of their couuties to attend the usual county associations. 
This object was fully realized. 

Nearly all the townships organized and sustained associations. These 
convened semi-monthly and were well attended. The exercises were prac- 
tical, and effected the rapid improvement of the members in the branches 
taught, and secured the adoption of system in teaching, governing, and in 
conducting the exercises of the school room. The teachers concerned de- 
serve the highest commendation for their zeal, devotedness and success. — 
The most sanguine advocates of institutes could not reasonably expect more 
than was accomplished. 

Visitations, — All the schools were visited during the year once, and many 
twice. In several schools, at the time of visitation, informal examinations of 
classes were had, and their progress since a previous visit, noted and com- 
mended. The winter visitations were highly beneficial, it is believed, and by 
the teachers were regarded as useful in infusing new life and ambition into 
pupils. Owing to the smallness of the schools in the agricultural districts, 
summer visitation is almost useless. 

Finances, — Although no money is so diligently guarded by law as the 
school fund, yet financially the system is generally badly managed. A few 
districts only meet claims as they are presented. Contrary to the plain and 
wholesome decision of the State Superintendent, many of the collectors re- 
ceive school orders, purchased by heavy tax payers at a heavy shave, in lieu 
of mone}^ thus virtually taking all control over the district finances out of the 
directors' hands. Treasurers are equally guilty in permitting it. Allow me 
here to suggest, that the evils can only be remedied by legal enactments^ 
making such conduct a penal offence. In a few cases, the same person holds 
the office of collector and treasurer ; a very unwise arrangement. Collectors 
are also guilty of gross neglect in collecting school tax, and in some cases it 
is feared, use it, when collected, to meet the demands of the county on them 
for county and State taxes they have failed to collect. In a few cases losses 
have been sustained by neglect to take bonds from the treasurer and collector. 
Worthless bonds are sometimes taken. These are the prominent financial 
evils. The results are pernicious. Teachers are wronged and disappointed ; 
the district's credit suffers, and the tax payers fail to realize the full benefits 
that would accrue from a closer adherence to the law and decisions. 

The Building Tax has pressed heavily upon the tax payer, but now, fortu- 
nately, this burden has begun to grow lighter. Two districts have thus far 
evaded a building tax, although houses are needed. Some in these localities 
have been built by private subscription, and for this cause it is urged the 
others should be built in the same manner. The levy of a building tax i& 
made a test in the election of directors, and thus far the anti- builders have 
triumphed; but generally the people have manfully met the requirement of 
the law in this particular, and in some instances, perhaps too many houses 
have been built each year, considering the district's wealth. Another item 
in the administration of the law is perhaps note- worthy. During the winter 
an attempt was made by the directors, through a book agent, to substitute 
Osgood's for M'Guffy's Headers. In some places the long use of the latter 
rendered a change beneficial, if not desirable ; but in others the change, though 
made on easy terms, was injudicious, and will furnish a sophistical but popu- 
lar argument against the law. 

The frosts that recently blighted the farmer's hopes, will render any addi- 
tional expense for education burdensome. The loaa is so severe^ that many 
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talk seriously of not keeping the schools open the coming year. The hnild- 
ing of houses it is hoped will be postponed, and all practicable economy used. 

School Term, — This has not been lengthened. A recent practice of keeping 
the schools open two months in the summer and two in the winter, adopted 
for the purpose of reducing the expenses, does not meet with the peopie^s ap- 
probation generally. The term in this case is truthfully regarded as entirely 
too short to effect much. 

Public Sentiment^ in favor of the system, is steadily gaining ground, 
although many of the objections, mentioned previously, still exist. When- 
ever the opponents of the present school system, and the new modes of teach- 
ing, can be induced to visit the schools, and become familiar with the opera- 
tions now going on, they almost invariably cease hostilities, and become 
warm advocates of the <*new dispensation." Time and labor will overcome 
all opposition. 

In conclusion, my thanks are tendered the Department, directors and teach- 
ers, for the uniform kindness and forbearance shown me in my efforts to dis- 
charge the multiform duties incumbent upon me. 

WM. BURGWIN, 
County Superintendent, 

Franklin, June 27, 1859. 
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In preparing the report for the school year just closed, the aim has been 
to present only those leading features which indicate progress and improve- 
ment in the schools of the county. 

The notes of visitation and examination for two years, have been care- 
fdlly compared, to furnish correct data from which to draw conclusions. 

During the year 1857, 198 provisional certificates were issued, and 205, in 
1858. 

By carefully averaging the figures on each certificate, the following results 
have been obtained. 

Of the certificates for 1857, 28 average 3 or middling; 25, 21 ; 84, 2 or 
good ', 4-7, U 9 and 14, 1, or very good. Of those issued in 1858, 14 average 
3 or middling ; 27, 24 i 67, 2 or good ; 64, U ; and 26, 1 or very good. 

During school visitations, order, attention, improvement and classification 
have been marked, and a thorough examination of the memorandums of two 

i rears in 105 schools, that have been visited twice in each year, gives the fol- 
owing result : 

In 1857, 9 average poor; 34 middling; 45 good, and 17 very good. 

In 1858, 1 average poor ; 14 middling ; 54 good, and 36 very good. (JVb/«. 
It is not to be understood that the above is a correct classification of the 
schools included, except in the particulars named.) 

Graded Schools, — The grading of schools has, during the year, received 
more attention than heretofore, and at several points it has been commenced 
with most satisfactory results. 

Columbus borough, Sugar Grove, Toungsville, Warren and Enterprize have 
each a graded school, and express entire satisfaction with the arrangement. 

The directors of Pittsfield are building a fine house, one apartment of 
which is designed for a central high school, and the subject of such schools 
is being agitated in several other districts. 



10« WARREN COUNTY. 

Text-Books and Clasnfication, — The adoption of uniform text-books is fast 
producing thorough classification, and most of the directors are now anxious 
for uniformity through the county. 

School Houses, — Several new school houses have been erected during the 
year, and others commenced, in all of which the improved plans have been 
followed, as far as the limited means would permit. Little has been done in 
furnishing apparatus, except in the model school at Warren. At that place 
a series of public lectures were given during the past winter, the proceeds of 
which were given to procure an extensive philosophical apparatus. 

TeocAer^' Institutes, — There have been two sessions of our county institute 
during the year. The second continued for a week, and was much the best 
ever held in the county, and the effect is already visible in the improved 
methods of teaching, now being introduced into our schools. Two other in- 
stitutes have also been held in connection with other counties. One at Ti- 
tusville, for portions of Crawford, Venango and Warren ; and one at Spartan- 
burg, for portions of Crawford, Erie and Warren. Three superintendents^ 
with a fair representation of living teachers^ and a large number of directors 
and patrons, being present. These institutes were interesting and profitable. 

District Teachers^ Associations, — Little has been done by teachers' associa- 
tions in separate districts, but several literary societies have been formed, 
which are doing a good work in their several localities. One in Farmington has 
an excellent circulating library. These associations, as auxiliaries in the great 
work of disseminating general intelligence, are doing much practical good, 
and indicate improvement. 

District Supervision, — Most of the boards of directors have made the secre- 
tary district superintendent ; and many of these are anxious for blanks, that 
their reports may be complete. 

Visitationj Sec, — It is highly gratifying to state, that the teachers' exami- 
nations have been much more numerously attended, both by directors and 
patrons than heretofore ; and also that the schools have received more than 
the usual number of visits by school officers and others. 

Prospects, — With little to discourage, but much to cheer, we have high 
hopes for the future of Warren. 

CORNPLANTER INDIANS. 

The interest of the school remains the same. During the past year they 
have been favored with missionary labor. A Christian society has been 
formed among them, and it is most devoutly to be hoped that Christianity and 
education will do much good to this interesting people. Several teachers ap- 
plied for the school, and I was compelled to allow the Indians to select. — 
Their choice was Miss S. Beers, of East Randolph, N. Y., who had had some 
experience in teaching among the Senecas. She was accordingly employed 

at $16 per month for six months $96 00 

Bill of books, &c 8 74 

Total 104 74 



There are twenty-six scholars in attendance, and a growing interest. Th# 
teacher seems much interested, and has secured a much better attendance than 
we have ever had before. 

L. L. SPENCER, 
County Superintendent, 
Columbus, June 14, 1859. 
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J^ormal Schools, — On the third of May we opened a Normal school at West 
Middletown, which continued in session six weeks. One hundred and thirty- 
one teachers were in attendance ; most of them from the beginning until the 
expiration of the school. This school, in all its departments, was conducted 
in such a way as to furnish the teachers attending, models of order, system, 
classification and manner of teaching. The improvement resulting to those 
in attendance cannot be over-estimated. In writing, mental and written arith- 
metic, English grammar, physical geography, and the '^art of teaching," the 
progress made was very gratifying. The public lectures on physiology, 
chemistry, botany, vital force, the model teacher, the English language, &g., 
delivered before the school by distinguished gentlemen, were among its most 
attractive and serviceable features, and always well attended by a large and 
appreciative audience. These schools have elevated the standard of profes- 
sional teaching in our county not less than fifty per centum, and done much 
in improving public sentiment. 

Institutes and Examinations, — Last fall we held fifteen institutes and ex- 
aminations in the diiferent sections of the county, which were attended by 
two hundred and sixty-seven teachers. The day time of these institutes was 
occupied in practical reviews upon the branches of a common school educa- 
tion, and the evening in lecturing to the people. The closing day of each 
one was devoted to an examination of the teachers attending, and such others 
as came in. We are much in favor of the plan of prefixing an institute to the 
examination. It enables the superintendent to instruct the teachers, form their 
acquaintance, and thus prepare them for the examination. In this way he 
can also gain a much better knowledge of the teacher's qualifications, than in 
the examination alone. These institutes and examinations were all well 
attended by directors, teachers and the people^ and of themselves added much 
to the popularity of the Superintendency. 

Our county institute was in session four days last spring at VV^ashington, 
and attended by eighty-four teachers. During the winter district institutes 
were organized and kept up in fifteen districts of the county. Judging from 
the past year or two, it will not be long until every district in the county will 
have its institute. Teachers, directors and the people, are beginning to regard 
these as powerful auxiliaries in elevating the system and advancing common 
school interests. 

School Visitations, — During last fall and winter we visited two hundred 
and fifteen schools, and in point of order, classification and systematic teach- 
ing, we are happy to report an improvement over those visited the preceding 
year, of from twenty-five to fifty per centum. We have now been in all the 
schools of the county, except six which were not in session when we visited 
them. We have been in quite a number twice, and several of them the third 
time. We remained in each half a day, made observations and suggestions 
upon the methods of teaching, and the order, interest and progress of the 
pupils, &c. 

Public Lectures, — ^During the year lye delivered thirty-four public lectures, 
in difi^erent parts of the county, on educational subjects. In these we en- 
deavored to make our people better acquainted with the school system, enlist 
their zeal and interest in its favor, and inspire them with full confidence in 
its efficiency. These were all well attended, and, we think, did some good. 

Improvement of Teachers, — By means of our Normal schools, county and 
district institutes, educational meetings, public lectures, examinations and 
school visitations, we think the improvement of our teachers, within two 
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years, may safely be estimated at fifty per cent. Jn mental arithmetic, school 
government and thorough teaching, the per centum of improvement is much 
higher than this estimate. 

Directors. — Our directors deserve high commendation for the zeal and fidelity 
with which they discharge the onerous duties of their responsible office. 
Without pay, and sometimes even the thanks of those they serve, they devote 
their time, which to them is money, to the interests of the schools. Our 
directors are intelligent and substantial friends of education, and nobly co- 
operate with us in our humble, though earnest efforts to advance the great 
interests of the system. 

Public Sentiment, — The more our people become acquainted with the school 
system, the more favor it meets with them. Many who, in time past, were its 
enemies, are now among its best friends. The improvement in this direction, 
within the last few years, cannot well be over-rated. 

General Improvements, — In nearly every district of the county, new school 
houses and better school furniture are being provided. The great work of reform 
is moving steadily forward, and in a very few years every school house in 
our county will be a fit place for the training of youth. We now have about 
one hundred, which for beauty and adaptation to their purposes, are an honor 
to the State, and monuments of the zeal and enterprise of our directors. We 
now can boast of better houses, better furniture, better teachers, better books, 
and better schools than ever before, and all are tending to still higher degrees 
of perfection. 

Travels. — During the year we have traveled two thousand two hundred and 
fifty-seven miles, all within the county, and much of it when the roads were 
io bad as to make it very difficult to get through. Sometimes we felt almost 
discouraged at the hardships of our position, and the endlessness of our task ; 
but then the glory of the enterprise would fiash before us and enable us to go 
on our waj' rejoicing, even amid its gloom and trials. Few persons have any 
adequate idea of either the labor or expenses of this important office. 

Graded Schools. — There are eight graded schools in our county ; one at 
Washington, of nine divisions ; one at Monongahela City, of four divisions ; 
one at Canonsburg, one at California, and one at West Brownsville, each of 
three divisions^ one at West Middletown, one at Claysville, and one at 
Beallsville, each of two divisions. The first three named are among tht 
best in the State of their class. The Washington school stands unrivalled in 
the common school world. 

Classification and Text-Books. — Every school in the county is classified, 
and uniform text-books adopted in each district. 

Teachers*. — Our teachers are earnest, devoted and faithful friends of the 
school system, and through their infiaence and efficient labors much of tht 
prejudice and opposition to it have been broken down. Our teachers will 
compare nobly with those of any county in the Commonwealth. 

Hospitality. — In making our travels in the county, we were met at almost 
every point by warm and true hearted friends, who provided for our wants, 
sympathised with our labors, and gave us many words of cheer. We shall 
ever keep their kindness and them in grateful remembrance. 

The FtUure. — While the past year has been one of educational revival in 
our county, the future is full of hope and promise. The system is rising in 
popular favor ; its friends are becoming ^' legion ;" opposition is giving way, 
and we hail the near approach of that bright era, when our common schools 
will be the proudest monuments of the intelligence and patriotism of our 
people. 

I.. H. LONGDON, 

H1LL8BOR0', June 15, 1859. County Superintendent, - 
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During the past year the schools have been progressive. In several dis- 
tricts houses, well adapted to supply the present wants of the schools, have 
been erected. Most of boards of directors are erecting one or two houses each 
year, and will continue to do so until they are supplied with good ones. Some 
districts have, thus far, refused to levy any building tax, and wish the houses 
to be built by private contribution. Any thing in the shape of taxes is not 
favorably regarded by many of our citizens. Our county tax was, last year, 
nine mills on the dollar, and this year it is ten ; then State, road, poor and 
school taxes added to that, makes no small sum. People are apt to complain 
most of that which they are least accustomed to. Direct building tax is of 
recent creation, consequently there is more complaint against it than others. 
Directors who wish to build good school houses, have this for encouragement — 
people do not complain about their cost after their children commence using 
them. When people think as much of educating their children as they do of 
accumulating money for them, then we can have good schools in good 
houses. 

School Visitation. — Directors do not visit regularly the schools in but few 
districts. They consider their official duties onerous, and any part of them 
that can be avoided, will be to a great extent. In making my visits to the 
schools 1 am generally accompanied by directors or parents, or both, but have 
been, in many cases, informed by the teacher, that only upon my invitation 
do parents visit them. Parents think too little about their children when at 
school, leaving the entire charge of their education to those of whom, in. many 
instances, they know but little. Teachers and pupils need encouragement 
from directors and parents, and there is no better way of affording it than to 
visit them frequently in the school room. That is the only place to ieiirn cor- 
rectly what progress is being made by pupils. Let those interested try it, 
and observe, with as much care, the operations of those in charge of the 
schools, as they do those employed in the counting house, work-shop or field. 
We ask for the same careful supervision of the children's education that is 
exercised in all business operations. 

Institutes and JSTormal Schools, — A Normal school was held last fall, com- 
mencing August 31, and continuing eleven weeks. Over one hundred pupils 
were in attendance, most of whom were, or intended to become, teachers. 
This was the third Normal school held in the county within the past four 
years, and all of them have been well sustained by the teachers of the county. 

An institute was held at Hollisterville, April 13th and 14th, which was 
largely attended by teachers and citizens. The people of the place entertained 
those in attendance free of charge. 

Teachers and School Term, — The remarks made in my last report, under 
" School Ternij^^ will apply this year. We still labor under the disadvantages 
of short terms and frequent change of teachers. When we can effect a change 
which will place the schools in charge of the same teacher for at least one 
year, and have the schools open from eight to ten months in a year, we shall 
improve them lar^ly. 

If the people wish the benefits of a good school system, they must unite in 
carrying it out. The school officers cannot accomplish every thing required, 
without assistance and support from the patrons of the schools. Let the peo- 
ple elect good school officers, (instead of those opposed to schools, as has been 
done in several instances,) and give them their cordial support, then will they 
see that Pennsylvania has a school system that she may .be proud of. 
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Acknowhdgments, — I will again express my thanks to the people of this 
county, for the hospitality and kindness shown me during the past year. 

S. A. TERREL, 
HoNESDALE, Junc 2, 1859. County Superintendent. 
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I held twenty-five public examinations in the difTerent townships in the 
county, and issued sixty-three first class, and two hundred and fifty-four sec- 
ond class provisional certificates. Four hundred and seven were examined, 
ninety of whom were rejected as incompetent. No low grade certificates were 
granted. The examinations were not of a puzzling character, yet sufficiently 
searching to enable us to discriminate between the competent and the incom- 
petent — the superficial and the thorough — the book scholar and the thinker. 
Forty-four receiving first class provisional certificates, based upon their ex- 
amination, received the county certificate when their schools were visited, and 
no doubt a few others holding similar certificates would have received the 
county certificate, had I been able to visit their schools. We have now issued 
ninety-three county certificates. Eight persons to whom these certificates 
were given, have either left the county, or engaged in some other profession, 
so that we really have only eighty-five legalized professional teachers. How- 
ever, there are some seventy-five, who, by proper diligence this summer, will 
be fairly entitled to the highest legal evidence of efficiency and competency. 

JSTormal Schools and Academies, — There are two Normal schools and eight 
academies now in operation within, and two academies and two seminaries 
on the borders of, the county. Near three hundred teachers are now receiv- 
ing scholastic training in these institutions, which is intended to, and no 
doubt will, tell favorably upon the cause of common school education. How- 
ever important Normal training is, I am fully persuaded that there are few 
institutions in the State, fully prepared to give proper instruction in the "art 
of teaching." A model school, taught by a model teacher, should always be 
connected with a Normal school, and teachers should be required to practice 
before, and in the presence of, the model teacher. Practice is essential, and 
must precede efficiency and success in the profession. 

Our teachers, those engaged during the year, with the exception of about 
thirty, gave general satisfaction. When it is recollected that there were near 
three hundred engaged, the small proportion of unacceptable teachers is a 
matter of encouragement. I am fully satisfied that a more intelligent, moral 
and energetic body of teachers cannot be found in any county of Pennsyl- 
vania, than those now in the profession in this county. 

Institutes, — District institutes have been established, and successfully car- 
ried on, in seventeen out of the twenty-two townships in the county. 

A county institute was organized in March, 1858, and a second meeting 
held in Greensburg in the latter part of December. One hundred and thirty 
teachers were present, all of whom manifested a deep interest in the ex- 
ercises. 

Improvements. — Eighteen good school houses have been built during the 
year. Pupils have attended school more regularly, and teachers have been 
more successful in " making up " the thinking powers than formerly. Chil- 
dren are taught to reason, and parents are beginning to see that it is not the 
number of lessons that their children recite in school that really educates or 
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leads out the mind, but the thoroughn§ss of the instructions given. Oral, 
mixed with text-book instruction, is much more general than it used to be. 
Also, a greater uniformity in text-books obtains throughout townships and 
in schools than at any former period. 

However important it may be, and no doubt is, to change at least some 
text-books about every eight or ten years, yet there is an evil which I, as 
one, must most emphatically condemn. I now refer to the practice of authors 
and publishers, as soon as they succeed in introducing their works, of bring- 
ing out a new edition, which is just enough disarranged to prevent the old and 
the new from being used in the same class. The public have been too long 
imposed upon by such money making tricks, and in justice to themselves, 
they should refuse to countenance such wholesale robbery. 

District Superintendency, — Five townships have adopted this agency, and 
if all the secretaries of our boards were practical teachers, I have no doubt 
about its usefulness, but where such is not the case, I have serious doubts 
about its utility. 

Our directors, as a general thing, are men devoted to the welfare of the 
school system, and are willing to make all needed sacrifice to keep it in good 
working order; but some there are, always have been, and no doubt always 
will be, who study more how to secure a little doubtful popularity, especially 
if they think it will bring them into notice, and secure for them some petty 
office, than they do for any system of general education. Fortunately such 
directors are scarce. There are a few others who, not having the benefit of 
a good education themselves, are not competent to understand what would 
be for the general good, but who are honest, and willing to act right when 
once enlightened upon the subject. 

Prospects. — Quite a storm of opposition to the school system in general, 
mud to the County Superintendency in particular, passed over our county 
during the winter, and for a time ** madness seemed to rule the hour." But 
«pribg brought its labors and its calm, and many who had thoughtlessly 
suffered themselves to be carried away by the fury of the artificial tempest, 
soon found that there was no cause for all this "great commotion." Ninety 
rejected teachers and their friends, scattered all over the county, constituted 
fuel with which to feed the fire of opposition, when once kindled. Oppo- 
nents of the entire system have always been ready to "fire up," when they 
saw any prospect of striking a death blow to popular education. They 
thought to turn the influence of disappointed teachers, and their relatives and 
personal friends, (most of whom desired the destruction of no part of the 
system, except that which prevented them from imposing upon the public,) 
against the school system j hence they were ready to put the ball in motion. 
However, our directors, teachers and intelligent citizens stood up manfully 
and contended earnestly for that institution which has shed, and is shedding, 
blessings upon all classes in community. Almost every trace of the ex- 
citement is wiped out, and a calm and sunshine have settled over the educa- 
tional interests of the county. 

.Assistance. — Finding it impossible to visit all the schools, or as many as I 
desired to visit, 1 appointed two assistants about the middle of February. K. 
S. Dinsmore, of Parnassus, Burrel! township, and Austin Taylor, of Mount 
Pleasant, both thorough, professional teachers, who assisted me in visiting 
schools in Allegheny, Burrcll, Hempfield, South Huntingdon and East Hunt- 
ingdon townships. 

1 can now speak knowingly in reference to the labors of a County Super- 
intendent, and I assert, without the fear of successful contradiction, that a 
Superintendent who endeavors faithfully to discharge his duties, performs 
more labor than any other pubhc officer for the same amount of money. 
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In conclusion, I wish to return my sincere thanks to the directors and 
teachers, for their hearty co-operation, and to the citizens for their continued 
hospitality and kindness. 

J. R. M'AFEE, 
County Superintendents 
Latrobe, June 13, 1859. 
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The School Department is well aware that the tardy progress of the schools 
in this county, has induced the undersigned to resign the Snperintendency. 
This step has been taken with the belief that a more suitable incumbent might 
be found, whose disposition would better suit the demands and expectations 
of the people, and give life and zest to a good school law, which is growing 
stale and rusty for the want of use. The things most favorable to the suc- 
cess of the cause, are the improvement made by our teachers, in carefully re- 
viewing the branches they are expected to teach, and the good taste displayed 
in the style and structure of most of our new houses. And here I must be 
permitted to say, if half the exertion which has been put forth against the 
school law, in this county, had been in its favor, our schools Would, to-day, be 
fifty per cent, better than they are. 

The teachers of the county have, during the past year, placed in successful 
operation a county teachers' association, which meets semi-annually, and holds 
its sessions five days. The press (we have but one paper) has generously 
given two columns a week for the discussion of school matters, which will 
greatly assist the friends of education in placing the subject fairly and hon- 
estly before the people. 

C. R. DAVIS, 
Late County Superintendent. 

Lemon, July 13, 1859. 
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In referring to the educational standing of this county, two things must bt 
borne in mind. First, the indifiierence with which the entire subject was re- 
garded prior to the creation of the County Superintendency. Second, the pe- 
culiar character of a large number of our people, rendering them suspicious 
of any contemplated reform, and indisposed to accept any improvement, to 
which the test of previous trial had not been applied, and its advantages sat- 
isfactorily established. In reference to the first of these difficulties, against 
which we have here had to contend, we must not assume that indifference 
amounted to aversion, but it had this extent, and no more, that until it was 
removed by the proper presentation of the advantages of energetic action^ 
progress was impossible. Once convinced of the prejudicial effects of their 
previous course upon the interests of the youth, they willingly lent feheir aid 
in the infusion of spirit into the work of reform ; and with the assist;fince of 
the County Superintendency, they have been enabled to bring the schools up 
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to their present standard. It would be unjust to conclude that, because our 
people were tardy in accepting the contemplated reforms in the educational 
system, they are necessarily perverse and opposed to improvement. Thty are 
far from it. We have now no more earnest and strenuous supporters of the 
common school system, than the men who were most doubtijui of its efficacy. 
The advantages of the system are now evident to them, and they yield their 
hearty support to it. It may be asserted with safety, that everything con* 
sidered, no county in the State has made better progress than York county. 

Teachers^ Examinations, — The examinations of teachers have acted advan- 
tageously, as far as my experience extends, in stimulating those who were 
subjected thereto, to qualify themselves, in order that they might not fall short 
of the standard. The professional pride which is thus aroused, is not per- 
mitted to subside with the effi>rts to prepare for the examination, but it con- 
tinues to actuate many of our teachers throughout the school terms, mani- 
festing itself in numerous acts for the improvement of the schools, in interesting 
the people, in attracting the attention of the children, and in the organization 
of teachers' associations. The examinations, in this county, were held during 
the months of August and September ; and it was highly gratifying to find, 
that not only teachers and directors were present on these occasions, but num- 
bers of citizens were attracted thither, with a desire to witness the exercises. 
l?he utmost interest was manifested, and all were anxious that the examina- 
tions should be as thorough as possible ; and by this means many of the self - 
Mifficient sum-doing masters, have been entirely excluded from the ranks of 
the profession. 

Teachers. — We have three hundred and fifteen teachers engaged in this 
county ; and the majority of tbeseare young men, who have had a very limit- 
ed experience in teaching. Generally, however, I find them to be active, 
earnest and energetic, and sparing no pains in their efibrts to meet the re* 
sponsibilities of their positions. 

Schools for Teachers, — The various schools in the county for the better 
training of teachers have been liberally patronized; and much credit is due to 
the gentlemen under whose control they are, for their praiseworthy efibrts to 
advance the educational interests of the county. With such an array of talent 
as we have in the field, exerted in the right direction, we cannot fail to bring 
tlie common schools in York county up to the desired standard in the course 
of a few years. 

Teachers^ Institutes, — Our teachers' institutes have been working admira- 
bly $ and during the past winter we have had eleven in operation in various 
sections of the county, conducted by teachers who labor solely for the love 
of teaching. It is, however, to be regretted that every step taken towards re- 
formation in our educational system is watched with a suspicious eye, by 
many who loudly proclaim themselves enemies of the common schools, and 
who would delight in their overthrow. I am sorry, too, that in this class I 
■ball have to include some of our teachers, who are utterly averse to progress, 
and exert themselves to cripple the system as much as possible. Tbeir course 
should not exoite surprise ; for it is evident that the standard of teachers' quail* 
fieations is rising, and that the positions which they now hold will presently 
pass into the hands of more competent persons — persons more worthy of the 
charge and education of the youth of the Commonwealth. There is, how« 
ever, much to stimulate the zeal oi those teachers on whom rests the burthen 
of conducting our district institutes. In many of the districts they have the 
cordial co-operation of all intelligent persons, and in many the liberal support 
of the community \ and by their combined efiTorts, they have accomplished 
much towards rescuing themselves and their profession from the apparently 
hcyeless condition into which it had fallen. I attribute many of the changea 
8 
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and improvertieRts in the schools and school hoases in our county to the effi* 
cient working of district institutes. Very little was done prior to their ex* 
istence; but now, in every district where institutes have been estabiishedi 
some attention has been paid to school architecture, school apparatus and 
school furniture. They have, likewise, effected the establishment of a stand** 
ard series of text-books, thus enabling the teacher to grade and classify th« 
pupils, and adapt the studies to their necessities. These institutes stimulate 
the teacher to higher literary acquirements, as well as inaugurate entirely 
better systems of government than those which hitherto prevailed. Master 
and slave have now happily been superseded by teacher trnd pupil ^ and reason 
and common sense assert their rightful sway over brute force. Too muck 
cannot bo said in favor of teachers' institutes, nor can too much be done in 
their behalf^ I should sincerely rejoice if legislative aid could be extended 
to them ; and I am sure that an appropriation for their support would be of 
the highest value. I trust that before another school year shall expire, Bach 
aid will be given. The district superintendent of Peach Bottom, William J. 
M'Gurdy, £sq., in his term report, says: '<We organized a teachers^ insti* 
tute, granting the time to those who desired to attend. Six of the teacheri 
accepted, and two refused. The institute was regularly attended and gave 
general satisfaction ; and never, at any time in the history of common schoolsi 
was there so much general interest manifested in the canse of education.'* 

Error Corrected. — The statistical tables in the report of 185-1^ give the 
average number of five months as the time the schools of this county were 
open. This is an error. The common schools in York county have never 
up to that period averaged more than four months. Since that time, how- 
ever, in a number of districts the term has been lengthened to five and six 
months. Our average number of months taught has been slowly and steadily 
increasing, and I feel satisfied that we have not only maintained our ground 
in this particular, but that we have gained considerably. 

Heidelberg township, — Before the common schools were introduced into 
Heidelberg township, three private schools were scarcely sustained for tbree 
months, with an aggregate of one hundred and twenty scholars. In 1857 ten 
eommon schools were established in this district, with an aggregate of foor 
hundred and forty-six pupils in attendance. Thus it appears that more tham 
three hundred children had been denied the advantages of education. TMe 
is a fact that speaks volumes in favor of the introduction of the commoft 
schools in districts which have hitherto opposed their establishment. 

West Manheim, — West Jilanheim township is now in the field. Prior to 
the organization of common schools, three private schools were supported} 
with an aggregate of sixty pupils. In 1858 ^ve public schools were eetab* 
Ushed, with an aggregate of one hundred and fifty pupils. The example tkiMi 
given to Manheim by her sister townships, should certainly set her citixens 
to work in the right direction. Manheim has quite a number of enterprisHi||f 
and intelligent citizens; and it is to be hoped that they will no longer refnee 
the advantages ofiered them, of the education of their children by comiMtt 
■chools. 

York borough. — ^I am glad to be able to report that the common schools fm 
the borough of York are now managed in strict conformity with the act ef 
Assembly of 1854^. Although it is not completely consolidated, it is consoli* 
dated for school purposes, and strictly in compliance with the law. I oanBet 
avoid the conclusion, that the course hitherto pursued was prejudicial to the 
interests of the schools. It was a pecuniary advantage to one ward to re* 
main as heretofore a distinct district, while it was to the manifest disadvaa* 
tage of the other to be kept thus distinct. The burthen of taxation in Bach« 
place as this should fall equally upon all, and within the limita of a towtteMp 
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or borough, no independent district sliduld be tolerated. This idea wyis cer^ 
tainly in the minds of the framers of the law of 1854| ani ii it based upon 
justice, and should remain iotact. During the pai^ year the schools havt 
been graded, and better regulations have marked the eadre working of t^ 
•ystem than in any previous year. There has been more accuracy in every- 
thing relating to the operations of the schools than has ever been observed 
bdbre; and I apprehend that after another year there will belittle inclina- 
tiMi to return to independent wards. The return to th^ course heretpfoTQ 
pursued would be fraught with great mischief^ setting aside 4he io||ustice of 
the course entirely. 

In conchtsiorif I have to regret that eircnnMtanees prevented an extended 
tour of visits to the schools during the kst winter. The state of my healthi 
and the labors properly appertaining to the office, wliioh demanded fny atten- 
tion whenever I felt able to devote a moment to their cpnsideiation, left me 
wkhont the opportunity of visiting every section of the ooun^yi and of greet- 
ing ail, directors, teacbers and friends. I was enabled to visit a number of 
districts, but far short of all that 1 desiredi had not my illness last iwiater un- 
fDitutiately interfered. 

A. (L KLAIK, 
C&umiy tSHpervUendmi. 

Toax, Jane 27, 1859« 



CHESTER COUNTY. 

Following the instructions issued iyythe School Department, I will en- 
deavor to make this, my third annual report, as brief as possible. 

Every careful observer must perceive that the schools of Chester county, 
like those in nearly all other portions of the State, are rapidly improving in 
almost every particular. 

Districts and Schools, — The number of school districts in the county, is 
sixty- three, (63,) and the number of schools, is two hundred and ninety-eight, 
(298.) 

Examinations. — Since my last report I have examined nearly four hundred, 
applicants, and have granted three hundred and twelve provisional certificates. 
In addition to these, i have endorsed about fifty old certificates for six months 
or one year. The examinations have always been well attended bjf the direc- 
tors, and other citizens. 

Visitations, — During a portion of the last summer term, and in the winter, 
from the middle of December, until the middle of March, I was employed in 
visiting schools without intermission. In a large county containing so many 
schools as this, it is impossible for a superintendent, who faithfully performs 
the other duties of his ofiice, to satisfy the demands of some in the mat- 
ter of school visitations. If it be deemed indispensable that every school 
•hould be visited during each term, it will, in my judgment, be necessary to 
employ assistant superintendents in the largest and most populous counties 
of the State. 

Institutes, — ^During the year I have held six teachers' institutes, which have 
been attended, in the aggregate, by ^ve hundred and seventy-four teachers, 
and by large crowds of people from every class in society. If any single 
agency, under the control of the superintendent, should be selected as having 
accomplished the greatest amount of good, in promoting the cause of eduea* 
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tion in this county, I should have no hesitation in considerinff teachers' insti. 
ttttes as entitled to that preference. Wherever they have heen held, their 
beneficial influence can he sensibly observed, both in the improved condition 
of the schools, and the increased interest of the people. 

Pennsylvania State Teachers^ Jtsaociation* — ^It may not be inappropriate to 
mention, as a part of our educational history, that the seventh annual meet- 
ing of the Pennsylvania State teachers' association was held in West Ches- 
ter, during the first week of the present month ; and it is generally conceded 
that no other convention to advance the cause of education, ever held in our 
Commonwealth, has surpassed this one in size, interest or enthusiasm. 

Jformal School. — ^The Chester County Normal school is regularly increas- 
ing the number of its students, and, already, about one hundred of those who 
have been pupils of the institution, are now engaged as teachers within the 
limits of the county. 

In conclusion, if I were to point out the greatest defects existing in our 
schools, especially with reference to the teaching of the various elementary 
branches, 1 would state that reading, orthography, grammar and geography, 
are less thoroughly taught, than studies of a mathematical character. Sk)m6 
of the teachers devote more time and attention to arithmetic alone, than they 
give to all other branches together. This is a great error \ for, valuable as 
the study of the mathematics may justly be regarded, it forms but a small 
part of a true system of education, which should develop, harmoniously, every 
power of the mind, and prepare our youth for all the active duties of life. 

FRANKLIN TAYLOR, 
County Superintendent. 

Wbst Chxstib, August 6, 1859. 
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BUCKS COHNTYi 



TABULAR STATEMENT OF BUCKS 
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BUTLEE COUNTY. 



TABULAR STATEMENT OF SUTLER 
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BUTLER COUNTY. 



COUNTY, for the tchnol ytar mding Jmu 6, 1 
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S36 65 

I,S33 TS 
S86 38 
708 84 
111 T4 
S15 ID 

1,164 58 

806 33 
908 16 
653 54 
46T » 
T65 DO 
114 39 

888 711 
1,8*7 >I 


e. 
1. 

1. 

a. 

"s." 
1. 

"V." 

"V." 
s. 

s, 

6^ 
6. 


5. 

5. 
7. 
9. 

9! 
8. 
t. 
11. 

i. 

10. 
7. 

IS. 

8'. 
10. 

9, 
6. 
7. 
8. 
5. 
fl. 
6. 

i. 

h. 


76 00 
83 BO 
83 60 

OS 74 
101 M 

83 60 
83 84 

86 16 
95 DO 
67 64 

9 11 
4S 60 
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109 44 
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113 00 
481 00 
446 00 

eoz DO 
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CAMBRIA COUNTY. 



TABDLAK STATEMENT OP CAMBRIA 





,CB<H,M. 


TK»CB«M. 


■mix... 


DISTRICTS. 


1 

i 
1 

Ts" 

s 
11 

I 

! 

e 

6 

4 

s 


as 

1 

£. 
K 

I 

i 

i 

S. 
.^ 

"i' 
j' 

2' 
i' 

a 

11 


i 
a, 

B 

1 
1 

4 
4 

4 

t 

s 
4 


B 

r 

1 
1 

! 

lu 

1 

3 

l 

1 
S 

7 

'■i' 
6 

•1 
i 


i 

r 

1 
s 

1 


: 1 

•3. 
: 2 

I ^ 




u 

1 

2. 

r 

• 


1 

i 


B 

r 

1 

1 


B 

S" 

1 

1 


y 
11 


ft 

ll 

■ S 

\l 

M 

• S 

i1 




1 


Stsog 

[fl OD 

2S00 

30 CO 
17 J5 
UDO 

32 00 

20 00 

31 00 

33 1)0 
33 00 
IS 00 
SO DO 

sa SB 
3i 00 
Si 00 


•IS 00 
Ifl 00 
31 00 
l&OO 




:;:: 

"«' 
.... 

1 


S7B 
81 
300 

S8 
110 

S3 
360 
280 
108 
151 

400 
73 
»1 
130 
SOS 
34 
ISI 
J71 
SIS 
180 


«44 




84 
1»3 
140 

S3 

SI) 

les 

IBO 
140 

27B 

4S 
8» 
333 
Stl 
SD 

SOfl 
138 
101 


76 
163 
SI6 

30 

ISO 
160 
118 
113 

331 

43 

1B7 
ISO 

3S« 

lis 










6. CsrtoliKura boro', (n«») 


68 


3D DO 


7- CheiHSprlBEa,(D««)... 


» 




S. GoDomu^bDrngh... 

jr^trb'u's'.!!::^?'.?.:; 


Si DO 
S3 0D 


W 

4S 






U Johiutowiibciranlh.... 
14. Loietta bonsgh.:. 


MOO 


47 
if 




18 00 
21 M 
30 00 
IS 00 




IT, 8i,»in»rIIi1l 

1i. SnmmilTillebonntgh... 

JO- TBjIot townihip, (nowl 


11 
s 

T 

IS7 


« 


SO 00 














4-t8 


sa 


36 


33 6B 


19 83 


3,177 


3^8 


13 


4^3. 


M 



CAMBRIA COUNTY. 



COUNTY,/or the ached ytar exiing Jmt 6, 1859. 
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CARBON COUNTY. 



TABULAR STATEMENT OF CARBON 
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TABDLAR STATEMENT OF CUMBERLAND 
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JUNIATA CO0NTY. 



OOUNTY, for the school year endirig June 6, 1S59. 
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LANCASTER COUNTY. 

TABQLAR STATEMENT OF LANCASTEK 
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LANCASTER COUNTY. 
•OUNTY, for the school year ending June 6, 1859. 
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TABULAR STATEMENT OF LEBANOK 
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BOUNTY, /or tAe school year ending June 6, 1859. 
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LUZERNE COUNTY. 

TABULAR STATEMENT OF LUZEENB 
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LUZERNE COUNTS. 
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COUNTY, /or the school year ending June 6, 1859. 
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874 03 
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LYCOMING COUKTY. 



TABULAR STATEMENT OF LTC0M1N8 
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LYCOMING CODNTY. 



I^OUNTY, for the school ytar ending June 6, 1859. 
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M'KEAN COUNTY. 



TABULAR STATE-MEXT OF M'KEAN 



DISTRICT3. 
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JTKEAN COUNTY. 



COUNTY./Dr the school year tnding June 6, 1859. 
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MEKCEB COUNTY. 



COUNTT,/or the acAool year ending June 6, 1859. 
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MIFFUN COUNTY. 



TABULAR STATEMENT OF MIFFLIN 
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COUNTY,/i>f tht school year tnding Junt 6, 1859. 
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MONROE COUNTr. 



TABULAR STATEMENT OF MONROE 
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MONROE COUNTY. 



eOUNTy, far the aehool year ending June 6, 1859. 
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MONTGOMEKY COUNTT. 



TABULAR STATEMENT OF MONTGOMERY 
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MONTGOMEfiT COUNTY. 



COUNTY, for the school year ending June 6, 1859. 
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COUNTY, for the tckool year ending June 6, 1859. 
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TABULAR STATEMENT OF SOMERSET 
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SOMEKSET COUNTY. 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY. 



COUNTY, for the school year ending June 6, 1859. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 



A GENEKAL ABSTRACT of tht numhtr of controUera, dirtctors, 
I, tchools, teachers and achohra, from 1818 to December, 1858. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 



No. 3 A GENERAL ABSTRACT of all the expenditures of the city of 

Philadelphia^ for school purposes^ from iSlS to December^ 1858. 
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AGGfiEGATE NUMBER OF TAXABLES. 



Li^ of CauniieSj wiih the aggregate number of Taxables in each. 



Adams 5,775 

Allegheny 30,681 

Armstrong 6,985 

Beaver ; 6,101 

Bedford 5,999 

Berks 19,789 

Blair 6,533 

Bradford 9,820 

Bucks 14,687 

Butler... 8,426 

Cambria 6,037 

Carbon 5,114 

Centre 6,272 

Chester 16,578 

Clarion 5,704 

Clearfield 4,268 

Clinton 3,509 

Columbia 5,479 

Crawford 11, 144 

Cumberland 10,315 

Dauphin 10,305 

Delaware ^, 6,121 

Elk 1,143 

Erie 9,951 

Fayette 8,121 

Forest 188 

Franklin 8,557 

Fulton -. 2,278 

Greene 5 ,780 

Huntingdon 5,799 

Indiana 6,792 

Jefferson 3,403 

Juniata 3,646 

Lancaster 28,030 



Lawrence 5,022 

Lebanon 7,024 

Lehigh 10,308 

Luzerne 18,217 

Lycoming 7,343 

M'Kean..- 1,643 

iMercer 8,362 

Mifflin 3,972 

Monroe 3,353 

Montour 3,310 

Montgomery 15,368 

Northampton 17,593 

Northumberland 6 ^308 

Perry 4,940 

Pike 1,528 

Philadelphia 98,375 

Potter 2,100 

Schuylkill 20,514 

Snyder 3,074 

Somerset ^^ 5,254 

Sullivan 1,189 

Susquehanna 7,139 

Tioga 6,442 

Union 2,988 

Venango 4,553 

Warren 3,796 

Washington 10,121 

Wayne 6 ,590 

Westmoreland 10,796 

Wyoming 2,512 

York 16,343 

Total 603,407 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 



Superinttndtnt of Common SchooU, 
HENRY C. niCKOK. 

Deputy SuptrinfendeiU, 
JOHN M. SULLIVAN. 

Clerkt. 

JAMES G. SAMPLE, 
GEORGE W. CRABB, Jb. 



LIST OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS NOW IN COMMISSION 



Adams John G. Ellis . .New Oxford. 

Allegheny Charles W. Quick Pittsburg. 

Armstrong Robert W. Smith Kittanniog. 

BeaTer Thomas G. Garothers Frankfort Springs. 

Bedford Henry Heckerman • Bedford. 

Berks William A. Good Reading. 

Blair John Dean Hollidaysburg. 

Bradford Charles R. Gobum Towanda. 

Bucks William H. Johnson Buckingham. 

Butler '. Eugene Ferrero Butler. 

Cambria S. B. M'Coimick Johnstown. 

Carbon Thomas L. Foster Mauch Chunk. 

Centre J. Ilgen Burrell Bellefonte. 

Chester Franklin Taylor West Chester. 

Clarion John G. H'Gonagle StrattouTille. 

Cleai^eld L. L. Still CurwensvlBe. 

Clinton Jesse H. Berry Mill Hall. 

Columbia William Burgess Millville. 

Crawford Samuel P. Bates Meadrille. 

Cumberland Daniel Shelly Shiremanstown. 

Dauphin S. D. Ingram Harrisburg. 

Delaware Charles W. Deans Chester. 

Elk Charles R. Early Kersey. 

Erie William H. Armstrong Wattsbnrg. 

Fayette Joshua Y. Gibbons Brownsyille., 

Forest Cyrus Blood Marienville. 

Franklin Philip M. Shoemaker Upper Strasbnrg. 

Folton WUliam A. Gray Speersville. 
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Greene Greorge W. Baker. . . • Garmichaels. 

HnntiDgdon • . .Albert Owen Huntingdon. 

Indiana • •« , « « • « • 3ftmael P. Bollman Indiana. 

Jefferson Samuel M*Eltao8e Brookrille. 

Juniata W. M. Burchfleld Mifflintown. 

Lancaster David Evans Lancaster. 

Lawrence Thomas Berry New Castle. 

Lebanon Henry Houck Lebanon. 

Lehigh Hiram J. Schwartz AUentown. 

Luzerne. . John L. Richardson Waverly. 

Lycoming Hugh Gastles Hughesville. 

M'Kean Luther R. Wisner .Smethport. 

Kercer John A. M'Candless Mercer. 

Mifflin Azariah Smith Lewistown. 

Mouroe Charles S. Detrick Stroudsburg. 

Montgomery E. L. Acker Norristown. 

Montour A. B.Putnam Danville. 

Northampton Valentine Hilburn Easton. 

Noithumberland John J. Reimensnyder Milton. 

Porry Lewis B. Kerr Landisbnrg. 

Pike Philip F. Fuhiier Fulmersrille. 

Potter J. Hendrick Coudersport. 

I&chuylkill J. K. Krewson Minersville. 

Snyder Daniel S. Boyer Freeburg. 

Somerset Jacob K. Miller Berlin. 

Sullivan C. J. Richardson Laporte. 

Susquehanna B. F. Tewksbury Brooklyn. 

Tioga Newel L. Reynolds Oceola. 

Union David Heckendom., New Berlin. 

Tenango William Burgwin Franklin. 

Warren Lewis L. Spencer Columbus. 

Washington Isaac H. Longdon Hillsboro'. 

Wayne Samuel A. Terrell Honesdale. 

Westmoreland James R. M'Afee Latrobe. 

Wyoming.... Jacob DeWitt Tunkhannock* 

T#rk A.R.Blair York. 



III. MISCELLANEOUS. 



I. STATE NORMAL SCHOOL FOR Tfl£ SECOND DISTRICT. 



" ^n Act to provide for the due training of Teachers for the Common Schooh 

of the State^^^ approved May 20, 1857. 

"Section 7. That when the trustees of any school desirous of claiming 
the privileges of this act shall make application to the State Superintendent 
of Common Schools, it shall be the duty of the Superintendent of Common 
Schools, together with four other competent and disinterested persons, to be 
chosen by him with the consent of the Governor, and all the superintendents 
of the counties in the Normal school district in which such school shall be 
situated, on receiving due notice from the Department of Common Schooled, 
personally and at the same time, to visit and carefully inspect such school; 
and if, after thorough examination thereof, and of its by-laws, rules and regu- 
lations, and of its general arrangement and facilities for instruction, they, or 
at least two*thirds of them, shall approve the same, and find that they fully 
come up to the provisions of this act, in that case, and in no other, they shall 
certify the same to the Department of Common Schools, with their opinions 
that such school has fully complied with the provisions of this act, as far as 
can be done before going into operation under this act; whereupon the State 
Superintendent shall forthwith recognize such school as a State Normal school 
under this act, and give public notice thereof in two newspapers in each 
county in the proper Normal school district, and thenceforward this act shall 
go into full operation, so far as regards such school, without any further pro- 
ceedings: Provided however. As hereinbefore set forth, that no such notice 
shall be given until at least three other Normal schools, in as many different 
Normal districts, shall have been similarly inspected, approved and certified 
to the Department of Common Schools; and if upon due inspection any school 
so applying shall be found insufiicient under this act, said board of inspectors 
shall so report to the Superintendent of Common Schools, who shall there- 
upon inform the trustees thereof of such adverse report." 



A supplement to ^^jfn Act to provide for the due training of Teachers for 
the Common Schooh of the State,^^ passed on the twentieth of May^ one 
thousand eight humked and fifty^seven^ 

Sbctton 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsyhan:ia in General Assembly met^ and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority of the same. That as soon as a Normal school, sqch 
mtf is- contemplated affd described by the act to which this is a suppTetneni, 

J 
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•hall be in full operation in any of the districts created by said act, and shall 
have all the requisites, and have been visited, approved and recognized in the 
niode directed by said act, then said act shall go into operation as fully and 
efiectually in regard to said school, as if the four schools thereby required 
had been established and recognized: Provided however^ That not more than 
one school in each district shall be recognized under this act. 

Section 2. That the requisites to entitle any school to the benefits of this 
act, or the one to which this is a supplement, as set forth in the sixth section 
thereof, are hereby altered in the following particulars, viz: the pupils of the 
model school may or may not be from the immediate vicinity of the Normal 
school with which it is connected, as in [the] discretion of the trustees 
thereof shall seem most expedient; that the cost of [the] tuition of all classes 
of students, whether admitted on common school district account, private ac- 
count, or whether they are actual school teachers, shall be fixed by the trus- 
tees of the several schools; that the examination of students for graduation* 
if only ode school shall be in recognized operation, shall be by the faculty 
thereof; if two schools shall be in operation, it shall be by the principals of 
both; if three, it shall be by the principals of all, or at least two of them; 
and when more than three shall be in operation, the examination shall never 
be conducted by less than three principals, to be designated as prescribed by 
the twelfth paragraph of the sixth section of said act, of whom the principal 
of the school whose students are to be examined shall be one: .dnd provided, 
That these examinations shall in all cases be conducted in the presence of the 
Superintendent of Common Schools and the county superintendents of the 
proper district, if they desire to attend, upon receiving due notice; that the 
certificate to graduates shall embrace such branches of learning, in addition 
to those of orthography, reading, writing, English grammar, geography and 
arithmetic, as shall be prescribed by the board of princ«pplf^, in accordance 
with the seventh paragraph of the sixth section of said act, or by the princi- 
pal of the first school recognized, so long as only one shall be in operation; 
and the certificate shall be signed by all the examiners if less, and by at least 
two-thirds of them if more than three, and also by the whole faculty of the 
proper school in every case. 

W. C. A. LAWRENCE, 
Speaker of the House of Represent tUivts, 

JOHN CRESSWELL, Jr., 

Speaker of the Senate, 

Approved — The fifteenth day of April, A. D. one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-nine. 

WM. F. PACKER. 



APPLICATION FOR RECOGNITION. 

At a meeting of the board of trustees of the Lancaster County Normal 
school, held at Millersville, on the first day of October, 1859, the following 
resolution was adopted, viz : 

Resolved^ That the board of trustees of the Lancaster County Normal Bchool, 
located at Millersville, in said county, having prepared said institntion for re- 
eognition, under the provisions of the act of 20th May, 1857, entitled << An 
Act to provide for the doe training of teachers for the common schools ef the 
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State^" and the sappiement thereto, approved April 15, 1859, and being desi- 
rous of claiming the privileges therein named, hereby make application to 
the State Superintendent for his preliminary action in the matter, as required 
by the seventh section of the act referred to, preparatory to the formal recog- 
nition of the school as a State Normal school for the Second district, and that 
the president and secretary of the board be requested to forward a certified 
copy of this resolution to the Superintendent of Common Schools, to be placed 
on file in his Department. 

Certified from the minntes of the board. 

ABRAHAM PETERS, President. 
Benjamin H. Hbrshet, Secretary, 

MiLLERsviLLE, Octobcr 1, 1859. 
To the Superintendent of Common Schools : 

Sm : — in obedience to the requirements of the foregoing resolution, we here- 
with forward you a certified copy thereof, to be placed on file in the Depart- 
ment of Common Schools. 

ABRAHAM PETERS, President. 

Benjamin H. Hershey, Secretary. 



In pursuance of the foregoing application, Hon. James Pollock, Hon. A. G. 
CuTtin, Hon. Wm. M. Hiester, and Dr. John L. Atleewere chosen inspectors, 
with the consent of the Governor, and together with the respective county 
superintendents of the Second Normal school district, were notified to meet 
at Millersirille, for the purposes of their appointment, on Thursday and Fri- 
day, the first and second days of December, 1859. 



REPORT OF INSPECTORS. 

To Hon. HsNRr C. Hickok, 

Superintendent of Common Schools : 

The undersigned inspectors, appointed by you, with the consent of the Got- 
ernor, in pursuance of the requirements of the seventh section of "An Act 
to provide for the due training of teachers for the common schools of the 
JlJiate," approved the 20th day of May, 1857, together with the superintend- 
ents of the counties of Lancaster, York and Lebanon, whose names ate last 
subscribed, do report: 

That on due notice received from the Department of Common Schools, they 
did, personally, and at the same time, to wit: on Thursday and Friday, the 
first and second days o( December, 1859, visit and carefully inspect the Lan- 
caster County Normal school, located at Millersviile, in said county, and after 
a thorough examination thereof—- of its by-laws, rules and regulations, and of 
its general arrangement and facilities for instruction — we do approve the 
same, and find that they fully come up to the provisions of the '^Act to pro* 
Tide for the due training of teachers for the common schools of the State,'' 
approved the 20th day of May, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, 
and its sappiement, approved the 15th day of April, 1859. 

We, therafore, certify the same to the Department of Common Schools, . 
wtth our opinion that the Lancaster County Normal school has fally compliidd ■ 
with the provisions of the said act and its supplement, as far as can be done « 
More going into operation under the same; and we unanimously r^eommeiiA 
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that it shall forthwith be recognized a» a State Normal tohool, for the Second 
Normal school diatriet of Pennsylvania, composed of theeountieaof Lancas* 
ter, York and Ldianon. 

JAMES POLLOCK, 
WM. M. H1EST£H, 
A. G. CURTIN, 
JNO. L. ATLEE, 
A. R. BLAIR, 
Superintendent of Yark county, 
HENRY HOUCK, 
Superintendent of Lebanon county. 

DAVID EVANS, 
Superintendent of Lancaster county. 
MiLLERsviLLE, December 2, 1859. 

DEPilBTMENT OF CoMMOIT ScHOOLS, > 

Harrisburg, December 3, 1859. \ 

I approve the foregoing report, and forthwith recognize the Lancaster 
Coanty Normal school as a State Normal school for the Second district, hereby 
certifying that I was present during the whole of the inspection, as required 
by law. 

HENRY C. HICKOK, 
Superintendent Common Sthooh. 



OFFICIAL NOTICE— PENNSYLVANIA STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Department of Common Schools, 

Harrisburg^ December 3, 1859. 

Whereas, The board of trustees of the Lancaster County Normal school, 
located at Millersville, in said county, by resolution, adopted at a meeting of 
the board, on the first day of October, 1859, on file in this Department, made 
formal application to the State Superintendent for the privileges of "Ari Act 
to provide for the training of teachers for the common schools of the State," 
approved the 20th day of May, 1857, and the supplement thereto, approved 
the 15th day of April, 1859: 

Jtnd whereas^ In pursuance of said application, the State Superintendent of 
Common Schools, together with Hon. James Pollock, of the county of North- 
umberland, Hon. Wm. M. Hiester, of the county of Berks, Hon. A.G. Curtin, 
of the county of Centre, and Dr. John L. Atlee, of the county of Lancaster, 
"competent and disinterested persons," appointed by him, with the consent 
of the Governor, as inspectors, and Dr. A. K. Blair, superintendent of the 
coanty of York, Henry Houck, Esq., superintendent of the county of Leba* 
non, and -David Evans, Esq., supermtendent of the county of Lancaster, did, 
on Thnrsday and Friday, the first and second days of December, 1859, per- 
sonally, and at the same time, visit and carefully inspect said school, and 
after thorough examination thereof, and of its by-laws, rules and regulations, 
and of its general arrangement and facilities for instruction, by written ra. 
port^ on file in this Department, approve the same, and find that thwy fully 
eoiM up to the provisions of said aet and its supplement, and did certify the 
same to the Department of Common Schools, with their opinion that sakl 
school has fully complied with the provisions of said act and its supplament, 
as Ult as can badone btliare going into operation under themt 
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JVW, thereforty In parauance 4>f the teqnifeinents of the seventh section of 
the act aforesaid, I do hereby give public notice, that I have officially recog- 
nized the Lancaster County Normal school as a State Normal school for 
the Second Noronal school district, composed o^ the counties of Lancaster, 
York and Lebanon, and that said school shall henceforth enjoy ail the privi- 
leges and immunities, and be subject to all the liabilities and restrictions, coii- 
tained in said act and supplement. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of 
P -i the Department of Common Schools, at Harrisburg, this third day of 
L^'® J December, 1859. 

HENRY C. HICKOK, 
SuperifUendera of Common Schoch, 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

Abraham Peters, President; B. H. Hershey, Secretary; Jacob M. Prantt, 
Treasurer; Abraham Bausman, Christian B. Herr, Jcihn Brady, B. B. Martin, 
Dr. P. W. Hiestand, John Lintner, Jacob K. Shenk, Jacob F. Fry, David 
Hartman, John Denlinger, C. B. Herr, John H. Hershey, Dr. E. B. lierr, Ben- 
jamin Suavely, John Evans. 

BOARD OF INSTRUCTION. 

James P. Wickersham, A. M., Principal and Professor of Mental and Moral 
"Science and of the Theory and Practice of Teaching; Edward Brooks, A. M., 
Professor of Mathematics and Vocal Music ; E. B. Weaver, Professor of Nat- 
ural Science ; M. D. Wickersham, Principal of the Model School ; A. R. By- 
erly, Assistant Professor of Ancient Languages ; D. H. Herr, Professor of 
Drawing, Penmanship and Book-Keeping ; Mrs. H. Marie Brooks, Teacher of 
Music on the Piano ; Miss Mary J. Augee, Teacher of Grammar and English 
Literature ; Miss Anna U. Russell, Teacher of Reading and Elocution ; Miss 
Kate E. Worrest, Miss Sallie E. Bolton, Teachers of Geography and History; 
Miss M. Amanda Hershey, Assistant Teacher of Instrumental Music. 

COURSES OF INSTRUCTION— APPROVED BY THE SUPERINTEND- 
ENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

MODEL SCHOOL COURSE. 

The course of instruction in the Model School embraces the Alphabet, Pro- 
Bunciation, Spelling, Reading, Writing, Drawing, Arithmetic, Geography, 
Grammar, Vocal Music, Object Lessons, and also, if desired, elementary in- 
atruction in the languages. 

It is intended to make this department truly a Model School. A limited 
mimber of children from eight to fourteen years of age will be received, to 
whom the Institution will be made not only a School but a home, 

FBEPABATORT COURSE. 

The Preparatory Course embraces the more advanced departmenUi of the 
same studies pursued in the Model School, except Vocal Music and Drawing, 
together with Elementary Algebra, Natural Philosophy, Physiology and the 
History of the United States. 

Preparation may be made in this coinse for entering either the Normal, Sol- 
or Olaasical course. 
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NO&MAL COITEBS. 

Students with a fair knowledge of the branches of study required by hiw 
to be taught in Common Schools, can enter this course and graduate in two 
years. Those who pass the required examination will receive a Diploma from 
the State. To all, except experienced and successful teachers, an attendance 
upon two courses of lectures on Teaching, and practice in the Model School 
during one term, are indispensable to graduation. 

The studies of the respective terms are as follows : 

Firai Term* — Orthography and Etymology, Reading and Elocution, Wri- 
ting and Drawing, Geography, Mental Arithmetic, Written Arithmetic, Gram- 
mar, Vocal Music. 

Second Term, — Reading and Elocution, Writing and 'Drawing, Physical 
Geography, Higher Grammar, Elements of Algebra, Physiology, Theory of 
Teaching, Vocal Music. 

Third Term, — History of the United States, Algebra, Elements of Natural 
Philosophy, Rhetoric, Geometry, (five books,) Theory of Teaching, Book- 
Keeping. 

Fourth Term, — Geometry Completed and Plane Trigonometry, Elements of 
Chemistry, Botany or Zoology, Practice of Teaching. 

SCIENTIFIC COURSE. 

Graduating in the Normal Course, or entering with the required prepara- 
lion, Students can continue their studies lor three terms, and graduate in tbrt 
Scientific Course, it is the design of this Course to prepare Teachers for 
English High Schools. The studies are as follows : 

First Term, — Higher Algebra, Analytical Trigonometry, ^Half Term,) Sphet- 
ical Trigonometry and Surveying, (Half Term,) Ancient History, English Lit- 
erature. 

Second Term, — Conic Sections and Analytical Geometry, Modern History, 
or Acoustics and Optics, Mental Philosophy, Geology. 

Third Term, — Differential and Integral Calculus, Astronomy, Moral Phi- 
losophy, Analytical Mechanics. 

CLASSICAL COtTHSE. 

This Course is designed to prepare Teachers for Classical High Schools. 
To be admitted to the Freshman Class a Student must possess a thorough 
knowledge of Geography, English Grammar, Arithmetic, Elements of Alge- 
bra, History of the United States, Latin and Greek Grammar, Cesar, (two 
books,) Virgil, (four books of the JSneid,) Greek Reader and two books or the 
Anabasis. The following are the studies of the several Classes : 

Freshmen, 

First Term. — Anabasis, Sallust and Ovid, Higher Algebra, Rhetoric. 
Second Term. — Iliad, Livy, Geometry, (five l^oks,) Zoology or Botany. 

Sophomores, 

First Term, — Memorabilia, Cicero, Geometry Completed, General History. 
Second Term^ — Herodotus, Horace, Trigonometry and Surveying, Chemistry. 
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Juniors, 

First Term» — Select Plays of Sophocles, Juvenal, Conie Sections and Ana- 
lytical Geometry, Geology. 

Second Term, — Select Flays of Euripides, Tacitus, Differential and Integhd 
Calculus, Astronomy. 

Seniors. 

First Term. — Select Flays of .Sschylus, A Play of Terence, Acoustics and 
Optics, Mental Philosophy. 

Second Term, — A Dialogue of Plato, A Flay of Flautus, Mechanics, Moral 
fliilosophy. 

Exercises in English, Greek and Latin composition will be given through- 
out the whole course, and also such incidental instruction as is essential to 
a full understanding of the branches studied. Those who prefer it may select 
the French and German languages, instead of the Greek and Latin of the Ju- 
nior and Senior years. 

Members of the Classical and Scientific Courses can enter the regular Draw- 
ing or Vocal Music Classes without extra charge. 

Those who graduate in. the Normal Course and have the preparation in 
Latin and Greek required to enter as Freshmen, can join the Sophomore 
Class ; but by so doing they must devote the whole of the Sophomore year to 
the study of the Classics, reciting both with the Freshmen and Sophomore 
Classes. ^ 

In special cases other equivalent studies may be substituted for some of 
those mentioned in the regular course ; and ladies, unless they desire it, are 
not expected to study the higher Mathematics. 

If found qualified. Students may enter an advanced class in either of the 
courses of study.. The Trustees will probably be invested with full power to 
bestow the usual collegiate honors. 

The State will furnish Diplomas to those who graduate as Teachers ; to 
others they will be furnished by the Institution, at a cost of $5 each. 

The additional Certificate for the Practice of Teaching, for the granting of 
which provision is made in the law, will also be furnished by the State. 

METHODS OF TEACHING. 

The Methods of Teaching practiced in the School are those which, after 
eareful consideration, seem best adapted to train Teachers. Teachers, as 
guides to others, need at least three things — 1st. A thorough knowledgfe of 
Uie branches of study they propose to teach ; 2d. The best method of teaeh^ 
ing those branches ; 3d. Ability to instruct — to lead the young Riind judi- 
ciously from the known to the unknown. 

Effort is made to find the natural order in which the various branches of 
knowledge and the different parts of the same branch should be studied ; and 
then students are required not only to know thoroughly but to tell what thejr 
know in a clear and logical manner. 

Academies and Colleges profess to discipline mind and impart a knowledge 
of the various branches of study, and in this respect their object and that of 
the Normal School are similar ; but the peculiar object of the latter class of 
educational institutions is to train persons to be skilful in impttrting instrmcm 
tion. 

Among our Students there are some who are seeking a general education, 
without designing to become Teachers ; some, too, who having obtained a 
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good general education eJsewhere, study teaching almost exclusively; but the 
majority pursue such a course of study as seems best calculated to attain both 
thjese objects at the same time. 

In all the classes, and throughout all the teaching, it is never lost sight of 
that the grand aim of the Institution is to train Teachers. 

The public must not suppose, however, that all persons who attend our 
School for three or six months, can be made good Teachers. 

We are willing to be held responsible only for the teaching of our gradtuUes. 

MODEL SCHOOL. 

A permanent Principal is placed in charge of the Model School. No Stu- 
dent will be permitted to teach in it, until he shall have acquired a thorough 
knowledge of the branches he will be expected to teach and of the best method 
of teaching them. This is done not only as a matter of justice toward the 
children to be taught, but from a 6rm conviction that all skilful practice must 
be based upon correct theory. In virtue of this arrangement, the Graduating 
Class of the Normal Course, and such other Students of the Scientific and 
Classical Courses as desire to obtain the Teachers' Diploma, become the Fac- 
ulty of the Model School and do its teaching. 

Each Student-Teacher will be required to teach from one to two hours daily 
during a term. Each will hear the recitations of a class for at least a month, 
and be responsible for its progress during that time, and then exchange classes 
with another, between whom and himself there have been mutual visitations 
at recitation time, in order to harmonize their methods. The Progrramme of 
the School will be so arranged that every Student-Teacher will have practice, 
vnder the most careful inspection, in teaching all the common school branches, 
and, if possible, many of the higher branches. 

The Class engaged in practical teaching will meet daily with the Principal 
of the Normal School, to consider, under his instruction, methods tried one 
day, and methods proposed for the next. 

The recitations of the Student-Teachers will be fixed at hours during which 
the Model School is not in session. 

TEXT-BOOKS. 

Text-Books are furnished for cash at Philadelphia retail prices. Students 
desiring to do so can rent their books, by paying one cent a week for each 
book, when returned clean and uninjured ; if returned otherwise, the full price 
ef the book will be charged. The Text-books used at the present time afe 
•8 follows : — Sanders', Tower's and Hillard's Readers ; Warren's Physical an4 
Common School Geographies ; Green's Grammar ; Ray's Written Arithmetie { 
Brooks' Mental Arithmetic ; Ray's Algebras ; Davies' Legendre's Geometry^ 
Cutter's Physiology ; Quakenbos' Rhetoric; Willson's Histories ; Davies' Trigi* 
OQometry and Surveying ; Olmsted's Natural Philosophy ; Gray's Chemistry 
tod Botanv ; Agassiz's Zoology ; Page's Theory and Practice of Teaching $ 
Ilitchcook^s Geology ; Loomis' Analytical Geometry, Calculus and Conic Sm> 
tions; Peck's Mechanics ; Jackson's Optics; Foster's Acoustics; Olmsted^s 
Astronomy ; Hickok's Psychologry and Moral Science ; Woodburv's German 
Series ; Fasquell's French Series ; Andrews and Stoddard's or Bullion's Latin 
Grammar ; Bullion's Greek Grammar and Greek Lessons ; and Bullion's and 
Anthon-s Series of Latin and Greek Authors. 
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LITERARY SOCIETIES. 

Among the attractions of the School are two fiooriahing Literary Societies, 
conducted by the Students — the "Page" and the "Normal." 

The}*^ hold weekly meetings. The membeis of both Societies unite in the 
support of a Magazine, called the "Keystone Monthly." They have, to- 
gether, about two thousand well selected volumes in their Libraries, all col- 
lected within the past two years. 

Any Student can become a member of either of these Societies by paying 
an initiation fee of fifty cents. 

GOVERNMENT. 

In the general government of the School there is but one role, vie : — do 

right. 

The reason upon which is founded the particular regulations whi^ it has 
been thought necessary to adopt may be found upon making an application 
of the two following principles: — Ist. No Student should be allowed to tres- 
pass upon the rights and privileges of another; 2d. Privileges that all can- 
not enjoy should be granted to none. 

It is taken for granted that every Student who enters the School is dis. 
posed to do right, and to obey the particular regulations of the School, and 
implicit trust is placed in his sense of honor and propriety. 

Parents and guardians are earnestly requested not to send us persons who 
have contracted bad habits, as the safety of others will demand their dismis" 
sion. 

Every care is taken to remove temptation to wrong-doing, but upon the dis- 
covery that a Student cannot be trust ed, he will be removed from the School. 

RELIGIOUS PRIVILEGES. 

There are Churches of several denominations in the village, and frequent 
religious services are held in the School Chapel. The Institution is in no 
sense sectarian ; but Students will be required to attend such Church as their 
parents may indicate, otherwise they can make their own selection. 

We have full faith in the doctrine that man^s moral nature needs cultuas 
quite as much as his intellectual, and the greatest care will be taken to form 
good habits and instil correct moral principles. 

Situated in the country, the location of the Institution protects it from thost 
numerous temptations to vice and to an expensive indulgence in scenes of 
pleasure, which are always found in large cities and towns. 

REGULATIONS FOR STUDENTS. 

1. Each Student is recommended to provide himself with slippers^ that ii| 
passingup and down the stair-wavsor through the halls, he can walk quietly* 
Y^o one must indulge in loud talking, whistling or other unnecessary noise XSK 
the buildings. 

2. The use of tobacco, in any form, is strictly prohibited in the buildings 
or about the grounds. 

3. The Students shall repair to their rooms at the ringing of the bell for 
evening study, and not leave them without the permission of the teacher ia 
charge ] and, in twenty minutes, from the ringing of the retiring bell^ all lighil 
must be extinguished, and all noise cease. 
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4. Every Student will be expected to be present at the daily openin^r and 
closing exercises of the school, and at all general exercises in the Lecture 
Hall, unless excused ; and permission to be absent from a recitation should 
always be obtained from the teacher in charge of the class, btfore the absence 
occur. 

5. Students are allowed to walk for exercise in the vicinity of the school, 
but no one, otherwise, will absent himself, without permission from the 
Principal. 

6. Each Student will be held accountable for damage done to his room or 
its furniture, or to any of the property of the Institution. 

7. No nails must be driven into the walls or ceilings, or alterations be made 
in the windows, doors, or any appendage of the rooms, without the permis- 
sion of the Steward. The Steward will visit each room, at least once a week, 
and, if dannaged, it may be repaired, or, if unnecessarily dirty, it may be 
cleansed, at the expense of the occupant. 

8. lio water, dirt, or other material must be thrown from the porticos or 
windows. 

9. Students are not allowed to visit one another's rooms during the regular 
hours of study ; and no change of rooms must take place without permission 
from the Principal. 

10. Each Student of Music on the Piano will have a regular hour assigned 
for practice, during which time no spectator must be present to interrupt the 
exercise or divert the attention. 

11. All Students who are tardy unnecessarily, at meals, must forfeit them ; 
^1 must conduct themselves at table in a becoming and orderly manner, and 
no one must leave before the rest without good reason and permission from a 
teacher. Any Student, sick or indisposed, and requiring attention, must have 
himself reported to the Steward and he will be waited upon in his room. 

12. It is expected that the ladies and gentlemen of the Institution will treat 
one another with politeness, but no conversation between the sexes must take 
place in the Lecture Room, in the Recitation Rooms, or in the Halls. At the 
dose of evening lectures or society meetings, all will repair immediately to 
their respective rooms. Neither sex will be expected to trespass upon thttt* 
portion of the building assigned to the other. 

13. No lady or gentleman attending this Institution will walk or ride with 
a person of the opposite sex, except in cases of necessity ; and, then, only 
with the permission of the Principal. No permission will be given for parties 
or excursions composed of the two sexes. 

14. Gentlemen Students having sisters or other female relatives in the In- 
stitution whom they wish to visit, will receive visiting Cards which will ad- 
mit them to the privileges of the Ladies' Parlor on such days and at such 
hours as may be agreed upon. Students of the two sexes, other than relatives, 
cannot meet privately unless upon business, and then, only by the special per- 
mission of the Principal. Gentlemen, not Students, desiring to call upon 
ladies connected with the Institution, must obtain permission from the Prin- 
«ijml. 

15. Parents and other relatives from a distance, can see ladies in the parlor, 
and gentlemen in the reception room appropriated to them. 

16. All Students desiring their friends to remain at the school for meals, in 
order to secure seats for them at the table, must obtain complimentary tickets 
from the Steward. 

These regulations have been adopted after very careful consideration, as to 
wliat would best promote the food of the Institution and of those connected 
with it. it is hoped they wifl recommend themselves to the good sense of 
every Student, and be obeyed because they are reasonable and right. 
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TERMS. 

The school year is divided into two equal sessiona. The first session com- 
mences on the first Monday in April, and continues twenty-two weeks $ the 
second, on the second Monday in October, and continues also twenty-two 
weeks. The Spring vacation is three weeks ; the Fall vacation, five weeks. 
A quarter is half a term, or eleven weeks. 

Pupils from abroad, entering the Model School, will be charged $6 00 per 
*qutirter for instruction in the regular branches taught in the school. 

For instruction in the Preparatory Course, or in any four branches included 
in it, the charge will be $7 50 per quarter. If less than four English brandiM 
be studied, that number may be made up in languages without extra charge. 

For instruction in the branches included in the Normal Course, the charge 
will be $9 00 per quarter ; and in those of the Scientific and Classical Courses, 
$11 00 per quarter. These courses include several branches for which, in 
other classes, an extra charge is made. 

In all cases in which the following branches are not included in the regular 
course, extra charges will be made as follows : 

Far Vocal Music ....••• per quarter ^ $2 00 

Instrumental Music. . .do including rent for instrument. . . 9 00 

Drawing do 3 00 

Languages do Ancient and Modern, each 2 00 

Double Entry Book-Keeping, per quarter • 2 00 

Those who study extra branches alone will be charged only for such branches 
as they study. 

The charge for boarding, including washing and lic^ht, is $2 50 per week. 

The lowest charge for a quarter, including tuition, boarding, washing, light, 
lz;c, exclusive of the extra branches, is $33 50 ; and the highest, $38 50. 

All students entering for a term will pay, in advance, $10 00 tuition fee, 
and $27 50 toward the liquidation of boarding bills; and, for a quarter, one- 
half these amounts. The remainder can be left unpaid until the end of the 
tearm. 

No deduction will be made for less time than a quarter, unless by express 
agreement, made at the time of entering. All persons that engage rooms be- 
fore the opening of the school, will be charged from the beginning of the 
term. If anything occurs to prevent a student from coming, after having 
engaged a room, he should inform us immediately to that effect. All engaged 
rooms, unless there be some special understanding to the contrary, must bt 
occupied by Wednesday following the opening of the school, or all claim 
vpon them will be forfeited. 

Each pupil must furnish his own towels, and should have all articles of 
clothing marked with his full name. 

Gentlemen are permitted, without extra charge, to have ten pieces washed 
mch week, and ladies, eleven. 

All bills for boarding must be settled with Mr. D. 8. Bare, the Steward of 
the Institution, and those for tuition, with the Principal, who acts in behalf 
of the Trustees. 

When all the rooms in the boarding house connected with the school have 
been engaged, students can be pleasantly accommodated, without extra charge, 
in private families in the village, near the School. 

AH letters making application or desiring information should be directed It 
the Principal, Millersville P. O., Lancaster county, Pa. 
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LOCATION OF THE SCHOOL. 

Millersville is a pleawnt, rural villaiife, situated three miles south- west of 
Lauoaster city, in the midst of a beautiful and healthy agricultural regioa. A 
fine turnpike road connects the two places, and communication by stages maT 
he had daily. The Trustees have recently completed an arrangement with 
Mr. David Reese, of Lancaster city, whose hotel is situated within a few doors 
of the railroad station, to bring to and take from the School, all students, at 
any time, for twenty-fire cents each ; and all other persons coming to tbe 
school, whan their number exceeds two, will be brought back and forth at the 
^Munexate. 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

The buildings are large ; the east front being 252 feet, and the south froat 
160 feet, and conveniently arranged ; with a hall to seat 1,000 persons on pub- 
lic occasions, and suitable recitation, library and other rooms. There are 
boarding accommodations for 300, and school accommodations for 400 Stu- 
dents. There is also a Model School room to seat 100 pupils, with the ne- 
cessary recitation rooms. There are ten acres of ground in one body, and 
such portions as are not occupied by the buildings are suitably laid out for 
pleasure and play-grounds. 

The Institution already possesses considerable philosophical apparatus, and 
DTovision has been made to increase it. It possesses also a fine cabinet of 
Mineralogical and Geological specimens, and further contributions of this na- 
ture are solicited from its friends. 

The Male and Female departments are entirely separate, each sex occupy- 
ing a diferent building, and judiciously controlled. Both sexes, however, 
meet at lectures and in recitations and at meals; and, it is believed, the pre- 
sence of each has a beneficial effect upon the other. 

ORIGIN OF THE SCHOOL. 

The existence of the Lancaster County Normal School is owing to the ea^ 
tablishment of the office of County Superintendent of Common Schools hi 
Lancaster County, and the increased demand for professional instruction 
tbereby created among teachers 

During the summer of 1854*, a number of the citizens of Millersville and 
its vicinity, desiring a more liberal education for their children than that fur- 
nished by the Common Schools of the neighborhood, erected a building for 
the purpose of establishing a school, which they proposed to denominate tba 
Millersville Academy. 

In the spring of 1855, learning that the County Superintendent desired a 
■aitable building, in which to hold, for the space of three noonths, a Teacbera' 
Listitute, the Trustees of the proposed Academy offered their building gratui- 
iously for that purpose, promising to supply any want of boarding accommo* 
dations by private hospitality, and to raise one thousand dollars tor assistant 
iastroctors and other expenses, which promises were fulfilled. 

The Institute opened on the 17th of April — the County Superintendealt 
(the present Principal of the School) giving his services gratuitously ; and^ 
during the temu there was an attendance of one hundred and thirty-five regu- 
lar Students. The results were of such a satisfactory nature, and pointed m 
olearly to a want of permanent institutions of like character, that the Trus- 
tee* resolved to enUirge their buildings and establish a regular Normal School* 
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By the 5th of November the new baildinffs, although erected at a cost of 
$25,000, were ready for the reception of Stadents. The experiment was sue* 
cessful, and the number of Students who fiocked to the School conclusively 
proved that its projectors had not miscalculated its necessity. 

During the summer term of 1856 the number of Students attending the 
School reached two hundred and six, and it has not fallen below two hundred 
daring any of the succeeding terms. 

Soon after the passage of the Normal School Law, the Trustees resolved to 
enlarge the grounds and buildings, so as to bring the Institution up to the 
requirements of the act. The hall was extended to the required limits, and 
cfther improvements made, but the erection of the additional building, for the 
separate occupancy of the ladies and for the Model School, was deferred until 
after the passage of the Supplement, on account of the uncertainty with re- 
gard to the establishment of three* other Schools, required hy the act. 'As 
soon as that difficulty was removed, arrangements were at once made to com- 
plete the buildings and grounds, adjust the regulations and courses of study, 
and appoint the Faculty with reference to the enlarged sphere of duties of the 
School ; and in due time it was recognized as a State Institution. 

The whole cost of the buildings and grounds is about $60,000, which has 
been met from private resources, without aid from the State. 

The whole number of Students now on the Catalogue is 400, of whom 123 
are ladies and 2T7 gentlemen. Although, at first, the School was designed 
to accommodate only the Teachers of a single county, there are now found 
upon its Catalogue names of Students from a majority of the counties in 
Pennsylvania, and from several difierent States. 

PROVISIONS OF THE NORMAL ACT AND SUPPLEMENT OF 

SPECIAL INTEREST. 

1. Any Board of School Directors in the counties of Lancaster, York and 
Lebanon, can send one pupil to the school, annually, and pay the tuition out 
of the Treasury of the School District. But such pupils must teach in the 
Common Schools of their district for three years after they graduate, if re- 
quired, at the medium salary paid in the district. — Sections 6 and 12. 

2. Teachers of Common Schools in the Second Normal District, can be ad- 
mitted for any length of time, not less than one month. — Section 6, Dim' 
Hon XL 

3. Actual Teachers of Common Schools, in good standing, from any part 
of the State, who have taught three full consecutive annual terms in the dis- 
tricts where employed, may be examined at the same time and in the same 
manner with the regular students, and if found equally qualified, shall receive 
Certificates of Scholarship of the same kind ; and, in common with suck 
students, may at subsequent periods be examined for additional branches, and 
receive a new certificate accordingly. — Section 9. 

4. Regular graduates shall receive a State Certificate of Scholarship, to paaa 
current throughout the State, for the branches named in it, without further 
examination by any authority under the Common School system. — Section 9. 

5. Full State Certificates in the Practice of Teaching may be granted to 
regular graduates, who have received the Certificate of Scholarship, after the 
expiration of two full annual terms of actual teaching in the Common Schools, 
as already specified, upon the production of a certificate of good moral con- 
duct, and satisfactory discharge of the required duration of professional duty, 
from the proper Board or Boards of Directors^ oountersigned by the County 
Superintendent. This State Certificate in the Practiee of Teaching not to 
be granted in any instance, exceptupon the production c^^he required proofs ; 
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bat when granted to be received as full evidence of practical qaalificatioii to 
teach in any part of the State without further examination : JPravided^ Thai 
Practical Teachers, who shall upon due examination, receive a Certificate of 
Scholarship, may, at the same time, receive a Certificate in the Practice of 
Teaching, upon producing the required proof of three years previous experieooe 
in the Art of Teaching, and of good moral conduct.— S^ecTion 10. 

6. Students not intending to make a business of teaching can be received, 
if there be room for them. — Section C. 

7. Bequests can be received and appropriated according to the wishes of 
the donors. — Section 4. 

8. The State Superintendent must approve the regulations and course jof 
study, and the school is required to be always open to his visitation and hi* 
spection, as well as to the visitHtionand inspection of the County Superintend* 
ents of its proper Normal School District.-^^^cftontf 5 and 6. 



THE PENNSYLVANIA COMMON AND NOKMAL SCHOOL POLICY: 

An Address delivered by Thomas H. Burrowes, LL. />., (the framer of the 
JSTormal School LaWj) 4iL-Milkfmlle^ December 2, 1859. 

Mr. Burrowes said : It is, now-a-days, the common practice to call every 
event, at all out of the usual order, an Era, and to noise abroad, as a Crisis, 
each difficulty, which, for the moment, seems to check the ordinary pace of 
society. But the Era, when scrutinized, is found to be merely the obvious 
efiect of a combination of every day causes, culminating into their appropriate 
success ; and the Crisis, to a hopeful mind, is often but the moment during 
which brave men pause to consider the means of still greater triumphs. 

Viewed from the outside, the Common School System appears to be oem 
great alternation of eras and crises ; of mountains of difficulty overcome, and 
of Alp upon Alp of obstacle still rising in the future. Scrutinized closely, 
however, and in its intimate connections with every relation of society and 
every fibre of humanity, its successes are discovered to be tb^ nice adapta- 
tion of an every day working machine to the wants and purposes of every 
day life ; while its difficulties are the inevitable result of departure from ils 
very simple, but often unseen plan and object. 

Hence we are not here this day met to inaugurate a change in the natnaa 
or plan of our great Common School System, but to rejoice together that in a 
most essential but long neglected part of its work, its true nature is (in Penn- 
sjrlvania at least) at length understood, and its mighty energies are to hava 
free scope. The crisis — if crisis there was — consisted in the fact that tbt 
false lead of other lands was proposed but refused to be followed i and tbt 
era — if such you choose to call the present — ^that success has crowned thi 
sturdy determination not to be misled. 

it may be necessary to the governments and social institutions of the Old 
World, to dole out the quantity and prescribe the kind—- «ven to its religious 
hue and political complexion— of the education vouchsafed to the body of tbt 
people. And to effect this, the training of the Teacher — the mainspring of 
the whole movement — is jealously retained within the direct control of tbt 
Itttate. But it is not a little strange, that in this land of free thought and 
free action, where governmentia are framed and administered by, and not fpr, 
liie mass — it is indeed passing strange that we should be blind to the danger 
•f tatrusting, even ia^ the remotest degree, the training of the Teachers af 
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the people to the bands of gorernmental officials, or within the most distant 
reach of political contamination. 1 congratulate you that the attempt to 
a^oid this risk may now be pronounced successful. 

it is cheering to us, as Pennsylvanians, that this result is but another instance 
of the sterling common sense and steadfast adherence to right principle, that 
are the characteristics of a State which others, in their supposed superior in- 
telligence, have designated as the '* Bliud Giant." If blind, she still has the 
mind to think for herself and to weigh consequences; if blind, she yet has 
the sturdy resolution to abstain from following any lead but that which sbs 
feels to be right ; though blind, she has the hand to do, and the means to make 
her efibrts successful, at her own time and in her own way. The proof ia 
before us ; for in nothing has this cautious steadfastness been more strikingly 
manifest than in her course in reference to Normal School Instruction. Many 
of us, and few less so than he who now addresses you, have been impatient 
under her tardiness of action in this very matter. Nearly all who felt an in- 
terest in the common system of education have murmured and remonstrated, 
because she did not at once adopt the supposed infallible plan of the other 
Common School States and countries. But the hard practical common sensa 
of the people, reflected through the Legislature, seems to have had, instinc- 
tively, a better comprehension of the subject, than we who were in a fever of 
impatience under the instant pressure of the evil. And now behold, tbe 
remedy is at hand ! A remedy which is capable of meeting every want and 
satisfying every condition of the social problem presented, while it con- 
flicts with no right and forces no conscience, and yet would have been much 
postponed, if not entirely prevented, by the earlier gratification of our own 
impatient desires. Hail, then, to the good Commonwealth-, which has never 
yet taken a backward step in Common School affairs; which, in this instance, 
has made a long tread in advance; and which ever only requires to be con- 
vinced of the right, that she may enact it ! 

It is claimed for the class of institutions, of which this has been the first 
to receive legal sanction, that it is an outgrowth of the Common School Sys- 
tem itself, and in strict conformity with its design ; that it is capable of sup- 
plying, in its proper sphere, the wants of that system ; that it adopts the onfj 
correct process for the establishment of educational institutions; that it is ia 
close and safe accord with the other professional arrangements of the com- 
munity ; and that it afibrds full opportunity for, while it abstains from undue 
interference with, that degree of civil, moral and religious training, which m 
essential to the character of the true American citizen, and altogetherin dis- 
pensable to his Teacher. 

That this class of schools is an outgrowth of the Common System needs 
scarcely be asserted. The advocates of that system always felt that its great 
defect was the want of competent Teachers, and had been importuning the 
public authorities for State Institutions for their preparation. At length, 
about the year 1852, the system itself became sufficiently conscious of tbie 
defect to make larger demands, throuffh its Directors, upon its corps of 
Teachers. Thus impelled, the Teachers oegan, by District, County and Stale 
Association, the attempt to improve and elevate themselves in professional 
qualification. These, at first, brief and imperfect organizations soon becaoM 
of longer duration and higher aim and effort, till almost every county now 
has its means, more or less complete, according to local circumstances, for 
the professional improvement of its Teachers. And the institution in whoee 
hall we meet is but the first to attain the full standard prescribed by an tatt 
of Assembly, which can hardly be said to have created a new class of pro- 
fessional institutions, but merely to have provided uniform regulations and a 
State authorization for those which pabiic sentiment, that best kgisl^r, 
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when rightly directed, was producing, and the Common School System itself 
was moulding into the right form for its own high uses. 

Equally obvious is it that these institutions are in uniformity with the sys* 
tern of instruction they are designed to complete. They are to be open to 
the Teachers of their respective Districts and to the Pupils designed for that 
profession. Their first duty is to prepare their graduates as instructors in 
the elementary branches required by the School Law ; and they are to impart 
instruction also in all the higher branches of knowledge to which a free and 
intelligent people may aspire. Thus are they in strict conformity with the 
system, for the plain reason that their agency will enable it to effect its high 
and glorious object. 

In reference to the capability of the plan to effect the great end in view, 
it is neither claimed that the school now proposed for recognition, nor even 
that two, three or four others, will be sufficient to meet the growing wants of 
the State. But it is believed and asserted, that the plan has within itself a 
power of adequate spread and enlargement ; so that just as fast and as far as 
the feeling of necessity for such institutions shall extend, just so fast will 
they be established and sustained. It is true that the instant this institution 
was publicly recognized, that instant it became the Normal School of the 
State. But herein was no undue preference. It was merely the reward of 
earlier enterprise and more successful activity. It will also be, most benefi- 
cially for the whole State, a stimulus to other parts to go and do likewise ; 
for the same law which recognized this will welcome them, till the full de- 
sign be carried out, and the whole State dotted over with similar schools. 
Thus will the supply of regularly trained instructors, by this means, be in 
proportion to the demand — a limit as safe and as applicable in this as in any 
other department of production. But even assuming that one such school 
will be, for years, the only institution under this law, it may, toward other 
States, be asserted, that if one Normal School of no greater capacity in any 
respect is sufficient for the great State of New York, Pennsylvania need not, 
even in that case, fear the contrast in Normal instruction. 

Nor is the mode relied on for the establishment of these schools less ac- 
cordant with the general principles which give success to the foundation of 
all other literary institutions. It is a remarkable fact that " school ruins " 
are almost the only ones that have heretofore added melancholy picturesqueness 
to the scene in this young and vigorous land. Almost every county town, and 
not a few others, have had, and some still retain, an abandoned and dilapidated 
academy or other school edifice, with closed doors and broken windows, telling 
the sad tale of failure in educational enterprise, but telling, if rightly under- 
stood, the reason also. That reason is, that educational reform ^vas sought 
to be commenced at the wrong point and by the wrong men, thus : — a few 
liberally educated and liberal minded citizens felt the necessity for greater fa- 
cilities for learning ; and wishing to teach others as they themselves had been 
taught, they erected an academy, either out of their own means or by that 
aid which the State so liberally extended to these institutions during the firtrt 
third of the present century. Then they employed a learned man, but no 
teacher, from some other profession, as principal, and they opened the school* 
A few feeble terms followed and they failed ; failed, because they knew not, 
or had forgotten, two educational axioms, as self-evident in their nature and 
as well established by experience as the plainest axiom of the sciences : — 1. 
That a school consists of teacher and students, and not of brick and mortar : 
2. That to educate a people you must begin, as in the case of a child, at th« 
rudiments. 

From the first schools that, tvandering in groves or sitting in porches, with- 
dnkwn from the toil and care of the world, sought to 'gain knowledge and 
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wisdom at leisnre, to those famous colleges of modern times, that have nestled 
in cloisters or occupied the gothic halls erected for other purposes, some great 
master mind and eminent teacher always first attracted the concourse of 
learners and founded the school. A successful school can he no more estab- 
lished by the erection of a costly edifice, than can a Christian church by the 
rearing of a large house crowned with a steeple. The skilful, earnest and 
popular teacher, with the crowd of willing students, is as indispensable in 
the one case, as is the pious, learned and faithful pastor and the congregation 
of believers in the other. The one is the church and the other is the school ; 
and the buildings and other necessary accommodations for each will soon fol- 
low, whenever these essential elements are present. 

Again. The history of the Eastern Hemisphere has, for thousands of 
years, told of the futility of the attempt to educate the masses, by commenc- 
ing with instructions in the higher branches of knowledge. It is true that 
hundreds of profound and brilliant scholars have thus been produced, in every 
age; but the millions remained unenlightened by the rays of this superior 
knowledge. It was the discovery of the last century — only now being made 
generally practical — that education, like everything else, must begin at the 
rudiments; and that if a people be ignorant, the first means of instruction 
are the rudimental schools — not academies and colleges. 

Accordance with these two radical principles, viz: the presence of compe- 
tent teaching" mind, and commencement at the rudiments — is claimed as the 
prominent features of the class of schools now to be inaugurated. The one 
under inspection is an instance. In the agitation of the common school 
elements, which marked the attempt of the teachers of this region of the 
State, seven years ago, to improve themselves and each other, the ablest and 
best qualified was naturally and inevitably thrown at the head of the move- 
ment. Krom less to more, this feeling grew, till his influence and their 
combined eflTorts, operating on men of large heart and ample means, have 
built up these spacious halls to accommodate the crowd of students — the 
school — thus congregated. 

This, though the first, is not destined to be the sole result of the kind. 
The causes that produced it are in human nature and in an existing social want, 
and must operate till that want, every where existing, be every where supplied. 
In one district after another, just as fast as the true feeling is aroused aad 
the right men found, the means of the liberal-minded will be subscribed, and 
the same result will follow; and failure will be as rare in these noble under- 
takings, as success was hopeless when the radical principles before stated 
were disregarded. The schools will be built by the hands of public necessity, 
on the basis of individual merit, with means from the purest philanthropy. 

One great purpose of these institutions is, to place the Teachers' calling 
upon the footing of a distinct and independent profession. So long as the 
school room was the refuge for the failed members of other professions, the 
mere vestibule to supposed higher honors, or the last resort of the rejected 
and incompetent of every other calling, there was no respect for the Teacher, 
and little hope for the school. The only remedy was to hedge round the 
profession against those degrading irruptions from every quarter. These 
institutions seek to efifect this, not by conferring greater privileges than are 
enjoyed by other professions, but by afibrding ample means to acquire profes- 
sional skill, and by raising the barrier against intrusion so high, that arrogant 
pretensions shall not pass it. 

The State has been wisely cautious in granting privileges to the profes- 
sions. While she has chartered and liberally aided in the endowment of the 
institutions out of which emerge the aspirants to the honors of Theology, 
Law and Medicine, she confers on none the exclusive right to exercise their 
Jk 
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vocation ; leaying the honors and profits of all open to general coropetition. 
No more than this — if so much — nas been claimed at her hands, by thest 
Teachers' Colleges. Not a Dollar has been given i and even the hard earned 
diploma, while it will exempt the holder from all future examination in tlks 
branches it certifies, will not protect him from competition for employment 
with the veriest bungler to whom the force of circumstances may compel a 
iSupetintendent to grant a certificate, or whom the parsimony of directors 
may cause them to engage, in fact, the full honors of these schools will be 
of more difficult attainment than those of the other professions. Th« 
nnpracticed tyro in legal lore, medical science or theoretic theology, is at 
once graduated to the full honors of his profession. Here, the mere privilege 
to try to teach, will be at first granted, but it will be only after two years of 
successful practice of the duties of the profession and of correct moral 
deportment, that the full professional rank can be accorded. Then with the 
stnmp of assayed merit added to the pure ore of scientific knowledge, tht 
State Teacher will issue from these Halls, to challenge, because entitled to 
general confidence. 

It is in the matters of civil, moral and religious training that these schools 
"will have their greatest advantage over Normal institutions exclusively en- 
dowed and controlled by the State, it is true, that instruction in the nature 
and duties of citizenship might be as ably and thoroughly imparted by State 
employees as by professors selected by the trustees of a corporation ; but then, 
the political origin of their appointment would always subject them to th« 
suspicion of political bias, which if it did not warp their teachings to politi- 
cal purposes, would at least have the effect of restraining the instruction 
afforded, within narrower bounds than desirable and even necessary. While, 
o\\ the other hand, the free range of historical illustration, and the lofty course 
of remark employed by professors selected without reference to politics, yet 
watchfully scrutinized by trustees always awake to the pecuniary interest! 
and standing of their institution, will form just such instruction in civil duties, 
as the free and unbiassed youth of the land have a right to expect. 

So of moral duties and rights. In the State School, all instruction of this 
kind must necessarily be confined to that cold system of ethics, which, ab- 
stracting itself from the warm spirit of Christianity, deals only in general 
Tulcs of human right and wrong, and confines itself to consequences in this 
life. Not so here. Disregarding, on the one hand, religious creeds and sec- 
tarian observances, and on the other assenting to the doctrine that ^* Chris- 
tianity is a part of the law of the land" — the moral instruction of these schools 
will be based on that holy law, which God himself gave to govern man's con- 
duct to man, and the religious observances, those which all Christians may 
unite in, without regard to creed or denomination. 

Such is the design of the series of institutions, the first of which has, this 
day, crowned our glorious system of Common School education. The plan 
bas slowly elaborated itself from the very nature and essence of that system, 
and must, therefore, in its main elements, succeed. The day of its full triumph 
nay bo materially hastened or retarded by you who are now the instructors 
and you who are the students of this school. If your teachings. Professors, 
be such as the system craves for its teachers, and your instructions, Teachers, 
anch as the State demands for her children, not only will future generatioDf 
call you blessed, but the present be also benefited by many similar institutions. 
On the contrary, if you, either as professors or graduates, prove careless or 
incompetent, many high hopes will be crushed, and the day of the full crown- 
ing glory of the Common School System long postponed. 

There are here those who have embraced almost fearful responsibility ia 
this behalf — he, who first assumed the risk of submitting this plan to tbi 
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public in his official capacity as head of the Common School System ; he, 
who as Executive of the State sanctioned the project and signed the law for 
its enactment ; he, who as the present head of the system, has on all occa- 
sions commended, advocated and sustained it ; he, who as member of the 
existing: State administraticn, which has manifested the most ardent desire to 
promote the sv i^tciii in all its relations, comes to sanction this its triumph with 
his presence ; intelligent and efficient local officers from our own Normal 
district are also here to hail the occasion, and watchful officers from other 
counties to scrutinize and learn the plan. In the name of all these and of 
the teachers and the youth of the State, this great undertaking — and, let me 
say with as much confidence as dare be reposed in fallible humanity — is com* 
mended to your i-ares and your labors, trusting that God, in his goodness, 
may enable you tittingJy to meet the requirements of the occasion. 



II. STATE SUPERINTENDENT'S DECISIONS. 



[Extracts from the monthly publications in the ^^OfficiaP^ department of 
the Pennsylvania School Journal.'] 

Revised Teachers^ Sheets — In order to secure punctuality in reporting, and 
greater accuracy in the statistics of the schools, the following additions to 
the Teachers' Monthly Reports have been printed on the back of the blanks 
issued for that purpose: 

Whole number of male pnpils in attendance during the month.. . 
Whole number of female pupils in attendance during the month. . 



Total attendance of both sexes. 



Average daily attendance of male pupils. . 
Average daily attendance of female pupils, 



Total averaffe of both sexes 



'o 



Whole number of new pupils received during the month — that is, 
those who had not been in school before durinor the term 



Whole number of pupils in each branch during the month, viz: 
Alphabet 

Spelling 

Heading 

Writing.. 

Written Arithmetic 

Mental Arithmetic 



Grammar.. . . 
Geography . . , 
Vocal Music. , 
Composition . 
Book-keeping , 
History, U. S 



I CERTIFY, thai the within report y and the foregoing statement of attendant 
<md studies, are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Teaches. 



$ Received, the day of A. D. 18 , from the 

.Secretary of the Board, an order on the Treasurer of the within named 
School District, for dollars, cents, in full for my 

salary, for the month embraced in the within report. 

Teaches. 



Secretary's Monthly Visits and Report. — The monthly visitation of the 
■diools by the Secretary, as District Superintendent, having given offence to 
/fome parents, who object to having their children thus reported, some foither 
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•xjllanation of the U8e of the sheets for the monthly reports, seems to he 
necessary. 

All school proceedings should be hased upon results presented hy a record^ 
wherever a record is admitted of. Results reported by a visiting district 
Secretary, should be drawn from a register^ or other sufficient record in the 
school, and not from the hap-hazard guess, or estimate of the teacher. 
Thus — If a pupil appears on the register to have attended school most days 
in the month ; to have missed fewest recitations ; to have had the least 
number of marks for bad conduct, &c., that pupil should be reported the 
^^best" in the school; and if any two or more pupils stand equally well in 
ail these respects, they are all to be reported '^ best ;^' and if the whole school 
so stand, (which is not very likely,) the whole school should be reported 
accordingly, though it would have to be done by a general remark, as tha 
names could not all be entered in the report. This is the information which 
the teacher is required, by the general instructions, to give to the Secretary 
"openly, and in the presence of the whole school." 

By this mode, it is the pupil that really reports himself ; or, in other 
words, it is the record of his own acts, that praises or condemns him, and 
not the teacher ; and a result thus arrived at, is ttuch as would, it is presumed, 
satisfy any parent, even though not of the most reasonable class. 

A guess, or general estimate, by the teacher, without the recorded data to 
sustain it, would be liable to the objections that have been made; while an 
estimate by the Secretary, formed from a knowledge of the scholars, obtained 
during one or two visits in the month, would be even more unreliable. 
JKecorded and reliable results in the Secretary's monthly reports, must there- 
fore be based upon the regularly recorded transactions of the school. 
Nothing else is safe. The general instructions to the Secretary, (C. S. L. 
and D., page 123-4,) specify the " written records made from day to day in 
the school," as the proper sources of information ; and the above explanatory 
remarks are not inconsistent, if carefully examined, with other directions 
there ; nor, if followed, will they detract, in any respect, from the interest 
or usefulness of the Secretary's visits, but, on the contrary, will enhance 
both. A permanent register should be provided for every well-ordered school. 
It is as indispensable as a day-book or ledger to a merchant. 

ExojurcUions and Abatements, — All abatements and exonerations of school 
tax, made by the board, should be noticed on their minutes by the Secretary, 
and a certified copy thereof furnished to the collector. 

Holidays. — Where a board of directors order the schools of a district to 
be closed, on Thanksgiving day, the fourth of July, or other public holidays, 
the teachers as well as the scholars are entitled to the benefit of them, and 
the board cannot require teachers *' to make up^^ the time thus allowed. 

Use of School Houses. — In legal strictness public school houses cannot bs 
used for any other than common school purposes. The modification of this 
genera] rule to be found on pages 84 and 85 of the School Law and Decisions, 
has reference exclusively to the country school houses of new and sparsely 
settled portions of the State, where the necessity of the case seems to require 
SQch latitude. 

'^ Last Adjusted Valuation.^'* — The law requires county commissioners to 
furnish the President or Secretary of each board, when requested so to do, 
with a correct copy of the last adjusted valuation of prpper subjects and 
things, made taxable in the same for State or county purposes, which said 
property, subjects and things, are made taxable for school purposes. The 
furnishing of a mere aggregate of the property, occupations, &;c., assessed to 
each person without distinguishing items, is not a compliance with the law. 
School boards are entitled to a correct copy of the valuationi and a refusal 
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to furniBh it, is a misdemeanor in oOice, on the part of county comminioa* 
ers. See, also, School Law and Decisions, page 46. 

Change of Vote, — Any niemher of a board of directors has a right to 
ehan£fe his vote on any question before the board, if he makes the request 
before the result is announced, and states that he voted under mistake, or any 
misopprehension of the question, and a majority of the board cannot prevent 
him from exercising this right, or call in question his motives. 

Choice of Teachers. — Two applicants presented themselves for employment 
by a board of directors. One of them held a good certiHcate, had taught 
the school for two years, gave very general satisfaction, and was the decided 
choice of a large majority of the patrons of the school. The other had 
taught two short terms, at intervals of several years, did not hold so good a 
CBSrtificate as the other, and was a justice of the peace, and expected to 
attend to his duties as such while teaching. The board desire the opinion 
of the Department as to which of the two should be empKtyed. Tba 
€tnphatic answer is, the first named teacher, by all means. Directors ai« 
trustees for the public, and the imperative official obligation resting upon 
them is to discharge their duty in such a way as will best subserve tbi 
public interests entrusted to their care. This can only be done, by tba 
employment of the best teachers amongst those who present themselves, or 
Chn be had, wherever there is a material difference in their qualihcatioQs* 
Again, teaching is a difficult and arduous vocation, requiring close applied* 
tion, and taxing the time, thoughts and energies of those who follow it, and 
should be the principal, if not the exclusive business of those engaged in it, 
and not an incident, or appendage to other interests or pursuits, and least of 
ail subordinate to them. The practice of teaching merely as a help weight 
to some other interest or pursuit, belongs to n past uge, and directors owe it 
to their constituents, and the latter have a right to demand, that it shall not 
be sanctioned except in cases of extreme necessity ; and where a competent 
teacher, devoted to the business, presents himself in couipeliiion with one 
of inferior qualifications, and who, as in this case, intends to engage in other 
pursuits, directors should unhesitatingly employ the former, and reject the 
latter. 

Teachers^ Wages. — Economy is always a commendable virtue in school 
directors, provided it be genuine, and does not degenerate into parsimony. 
But the last place to economize is in teachers' wages, and directors cannot 
practice the virtue in this direction, without losing vastly more than they 
hope to gain by the operation. Skillful and successful teachers are entitled 
to full compensation and can fairly earn it ; and if it cannot be had, they 
will as a matter of course go where they can get it, or quit the business; 
whilst half price teachers are a dear bargain, although it only takes half as 
much money to pay them. To be sure, the district has paid out less casli, 
but what is paid is lost, for the teacher could not earn it, and the pupils haw 
spent their time without being benefitted, and quite likely will afterwards 
have to unlearn what they did attempt to acquire. A low priced teacher 10 
not a cheap teacher, and it is a great misfortune that this fact is not motm 
generally understood. Pennsylvania loses a large per centage of her best 
teachers, because they are not properly compensated at home. Some of tbt 
western counties have been deprived, this fall, of many of their most worthy 
teachers, because of the large reduction in the wages offered ; and wherever 
this has been the case, the schools will go backward more during the coiiiinff= 
winter, than they could go forward in two winters in the hands of good 
teachers. Even ^'hard times" and the ^* frost" do not justify the employ* 
ment of low priced, incompetent teachers. It is an unwise and unprofitable 
policy every way. Teachers' exctminations can not build up the systMn, tO' 
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long as those who meril and receive first class certificates, are driTeti dot of 
the fchools by the inadequate compensation ofiered. 

There is another crying evii, and it is this : Paying fair wages to inferior 
teachers, that should not be paid to any but good teachers. ThB wages should 
always be graduated to the qualifications of teachers. Pay a good teacheri 
good wages ; and if you must put up with an inferior teacher, cut down the 
wages, until he qualifies himself, or a better one can be had, and then raise 
the wages accordingly. But don't cut the throat of the school system by 
paying good wages to good and bad teachers alike, for it is only ofiTering a 
premium fcr incompetency. School directors are the back bone of the 
school system. They have more power and responsibility than all the 
other officers of the system put together. And this is right ; but they 
can only ^^ magnify their oflice" and uphold the system, by looking at their 
duty, in this respect, in its true light, and then faithfully performing it, with 
the same practical shrewdness and sound judgment that they would exhibit 
in the management of their own private business affairs. The principle is 
the same, %he policy the same,^ and, applied to the common schools, the 
results cannot be otherwise than eminently beneficial \ while the contrary 
policy must, every where and a'ways, prove disastrous. 

Provisional Certificates ; Alterations. — To prevent alterations in the pro- 
trisional certificate after it is granted to teachers, Superintendents are advised 
to wriie the words " one," '* two," " three," &c., opposite the respective 
branches, instead of using the figures " 1," ** 2," "3," &c. This will more 
efib<tually prevent erasure or alteration of figures of a low grade, and the 
substitution of those of higher value, which is sometimes attempted by dis- 
honest teachers. 

Pupils from Adjoining Districts ; Joint School Houses. — The case of two 
adjoining districts, between the directors of which an arrangement was 
entered into some years since, for the tuition of pupils in a portion of one of 
the districts, of this character, has been presented to the notice of the De- 
partment: 

A joint organization was agreed upon, by which the President was elected 
from one board and the Secretary from the other. A concession of territory 
was made by one board to the other, for the purpose of forming a district 
for a school, along with the concession of the righ^ to collect taxes within 
this territory, as an equivalent for the tuition of such scholars as might be 
sent therefrom ; the larger district building the school house, and having the 
title to the ground upon which it is erected, with a reservation of its entire 
management and control. The directors of the district within which the 
tributary territory is situated, now refuse to pay more than a certain portion 
of the taxes therein levied, into the treasury of the adjoining district, and 
only in proportion to the number of scholars they send to the school; to 
which the other side obje^^ts, relying upon their old agreement and upon their 
construction of the law in relation to the tuition of pupils from adjoining 
districts. 

Such an arrangement, or agreement, is not recognized by the school law» 
It is the duty of each board to preserve its separate organization and distinel 
identity*. The provision made by law for the instruction of pupils from 
adjoining districts, does not contemplate the infringement by one board of 
directors upon the powers of the other, nor any extension of the jurisdiction 
of one board over the territory of an adjoining board ; nor does it allow the 
imposition or collection of school taxes by aay board of directors, front 
citizens who could have had no voice in the selection of members of such 
board. The duties enjoined by the 23d section of the act of 1854, (Common 
School Law and Decisions, page 15, No. 34s) are to be exercised by adjoining 
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Iwardfl in their separate and distinct capacities. The arrangement any of 
these hoards may make for the instruction of papils outside of the district, 
should he made by an ajxreement between the two hoards of directors, for 
the tuition of such pupils, before they are received ; and this agreemeiit 
should be entered on the minutes by the respective secretaries. The names 
of the pupils received, the amount charged for their tuition by the hoard 
receiving them, to be paid by the district from which they are sent, should 
all be matters of record. The payment of this tuition should be made by 
orders regularly drawn upon the treasurer by the board of the district 
sending the. pupils, in favor of the district to which they are sent, not by the 
collection of taxes outside of the district for the purpose. (C. S. L. & D., 
p. 74.) 

The law dots make provision for the erection of joint school houses, and 
for the establishment of joint schools, (C. S. L. and D., page 14, No. 27,) but 
their support should be provided for by the respective districts establishing 
them, and not by the amalgamation of any two boards or districts for that 
purpose. In other words, each district should, by agreement, det#rmine how 
much each should contribute to the support of such joint school, or the erec- 
tion of a joint school house. 

Id this case, the title to the property is vested in the board claiming the 
right to collect the tax. They cannot complain if the adjoining district 
agree to pay their cost of tuition per month, for such scholars as may be sent 
into the schools of the larger district. The tuition of the scholars being 
paid for, and the title to the property secured, they should be satisfied. 

Where Lands should be Taxed, — The 59th section of the act of 11th July, 
1842, entitled " An act regulating election districts, and for other purposes," 
provides that the ^' assessors of the several counties within this Commonwealth, 
shall, on seated lands, make the assessment in the township in which the man- 
sion house is situated, where township lines divide a tract of land." 

This section has been modified by the 15th section of the act of 25th of 
April, 1850, so that it "shall not be construed to extend to lands lying in 
different townships, the mansion house of which is in an incorporated borough 
or city." 

Pupils from County Poor Houses, — The district in which the county poor 
house is situated, cannot be compelled to support pupils from other districts 
without compensation. Their residence in the poor house gives them no right 
to crowd the schools of the district, or to claim privileges which would be 
denied to the children of tax payers of other districts, temporarily residing 
away from home. When the pauper children are residents of the county, 
the districts from which they come should make an arrangement with the 
board of the district in which the poor house is located, for their instruction ; 
and where they are non-residents, the board of directors of the poor should 
make such arrangements ; or at their discretion the directors of the poor may 
make an arrangement for all the children under their care. 

Children not to be excluded from school for the non-payment of taxes. — The 
payment of school taxes cannot be enforced by excluding the children of de- 
faulting parents from the schools of the district. The law provides the most 
ample remedy, through the collector's warrant, to enforce paymedt. But 
this remedy must he applied to the tax payers, not to the children. The 
law guarantees to all the children of the Commonwealth, over five years 
of age, a place in our schools, and they cannot be deprived of this privilege 
by any arbitrary resolution of a school board, desirous of punishing the parent 
or guardian. 

Mental j^rithmetic-^Examinations, — The expressions ^' intellectual" or 
U mental" arithmetic, signify oral arithmetic, as contra-distinguished from 



STATE SDPERINTENDENT'S DECISIONS. 169 

written arithmetic. A written examaination, therefore, in mental arithme- 
tic, is a contradiction in terms, and an error in practice. To be sure, the 
analysis can be made in writing, and may, in that mode, serve to a certain 
extent as a discipline for the mind, and to cultivate readiness of expression 
and precision of statement, in written exercises. But except in the form of 
the analysis, this differs nothiii|[ from other exercises in written arithmetia, 
and scarcely merits the dignily of A separate branch of study — which it 
essentially is — and its title beaoaiMa misnomer. 

Mental arithmetic is intended to be an exclusively oral branch of study, 
and its problems to be solved '' in the mind," and the logical process and its 
results to be stated verbally, without the adventitious aid of slate and pencil, 
black-board or paper. In this way it reaches and quickens the mental faculties, 
compels concentration of thought, inspires confidence, and teaches presence 
of mind and self-reliance. It throws the mind back upon its independent 
powers of memory and ratiocination ; secures clearness of thought, a cautious 
and certain statement of premises, with readiness and accuracy of verbal ex- 
pression, that cannot be so well acquired in any other way. If the written mode 
of solution be adopted, the peculiar benefits of this study are almost wholly 
lost, and its advantages surrendered. 



III. PRIMARY. INSTRUCTION. 



The following verbal report on Primary Instruction was nnade by the Kev. 
Wm. A. Good, Superintendent of Berks count}^ at the fourth annual conven- 
tion of County Superintendents, held July 22, 1857, and published with th« 
delmtee in the Pennsylvania School Journal. Its re-publication here will be of 
tarrice to the cause : 

Primary School Instruction. — Mr. Good said his attention had been called 
to the subject by the condition of the primary schools of his locality. Tb* 
complaint was that they were not what they should be, and thus they did not 
send up pupils properly prepared for the higher grades. He had learned thai 
this complaint was by no means confined to one locality. The reason probably 
is, that old and insufficient modes of instruction, without reference either lo 
the true philosophy of teaching or to the modern improvements in the art, 
based on that philosophy, are adhered to. 

What ought to be aimed at, and what should be taught in our primary schools 1 
The great object is, in them, to lay a broad and deep foundation for that 
thorough and high culture, which the nature of our institutions and the wants 
0^ otir social condition demand. If not laid here, its accomplishment after- 
wards will be difficult. To effect this, the powers of the mind must, in the first 
instance, be properly awakened and methodically called into action. What- 
ever systems of mental philosophy are adopted, whether of Locke, or Berkley, 
or Hegel, it is admitted that nearly all the instruction of young children (which 
are the pupils in the primary schools) is imparted mediately through the semi- 
mental senses of the eye and the ear. The exercise and cultivation of these 
senses should, therefore, be the first object, and they should be regarded as 
the primary mediums of communicating with the mind. Under the present 
system, much of the precious time of the child is really wasted in the dull 
repetition, the humdrum, of A. B. C. Not only months, but sometimes several 
sdiool terms are spent in this exercise, which brings no pleasure to the pupil, 
noor strengthens any mental power, with the exception, perhaps, of a feebW 
exercise of the memory. 

Undoubtedly, the first course of instruction in a primary school should con- 
sist in Object Lessons, as has long been practised in the best schools in Europe. 
By this means the pupil is so much enlivened that the impressions upon his 
mind continue vivid for years. His mind is agreeably exercised and informed, 
instead of being stupified ; and, instead of remaining dormant, it is invigorated 
and developed. 

9 The child is thus exercised, and pleasantly exercised, upon such objects 
and things as readily present themselves, and in observing their forms and 
qualities. Thus, by separating and distinguishing the parts, the pupil is 
trained to observe forms, and to recognize distinctly and accurately. Next, 
he should be exercised on colors, and trained to distinguish them in their 
Tarious combinations ; and then to analyze and separate qualities from their 
substances. 

It may not be expedient to pursue this any length of time, exclusively. This 
might be objectionable. But it ought to be continued during the whole primary 
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course, though the committing of the alphabet, in connection with it, may 
be desirable to many. 

The next series of exercises y consists in the use of the slate. Linear drawing 
belongs to the Primary School^ at least, so far as its elements are concerned. 
The drawing of a straight line — now horizontal, then perpendicular, then 
a^ain oblique — the division of a straight line, into two, three or four parts, 
by sight, without measuring — the drawing of curves, and even circles, are 
not so readily executed without training. But with proper training, small 
children will execute them with wonderful accuracy. Mathematical figures^ 
without technical terms^ may beformedy and the elements of that science taught. 
It can also be successfully applied to teaching the alphabet. By arranging 
the letters into certain classes, according to certain elementary books, chiW 
dren will learn in a few lessons to draw them, and when they can draw them, 
and know their names, they will not forget them. This is on the system of 
*H:eproducing." By this method, both the eye and the hand are practised. 

The other semi-mental sense is the ear ^ and is equally susceptible of culture. 
It is undoubtedly a great means by which to conduct the educational process, 
as well as the source of the purest individual enjoyment. Language develops 
itself early in a child. Without the sense of hearing, spoken language cai^- 
not be cultivated. Jill culture is in proportion to the development of language. 
The language a nation speaks, indicates its degree of advancement. It ia 
thus with a child. The first series of exercises, in reference to hearing, should 
aim at training the pupil to distinguish the elementary sounds of the languagt^ 
and to exercise in connection with it, the vocal powers. The language of a 
child may be greatly improved by instruction and practice in articulation and 
beauty of pronunciation, and more especially in its scope and comprehension. 
Pupils are susceptible of advancement, beyond the expectation of parents and 
teachers. Oral composition, or speaking by repeating the teacher^s language, 
by conversation^ and expressing their ideas upon common objects of life, is of 
great use. The reciprocal influence of the cultivation of the mind and language 
is much more than is attributed to it by the majority. Thus we shall hav« 
good readers, good speakers, and good scholars. 

Vocal music claims the attention of teachers in our public schools. As a 
simple exercise of the ear in distinguishing the notes of the gamut, and in 
training the vocal organs to form those notes, it has its value. But vocai 
music bhould be cultivated in the schools — in primary schools — on account of 
its happy eflect upon the minds and tempers of the pupils. Its social and har- 
monizing influence is acknowledged. As an illustration, the following may be* 
adduced : A teacher instructed a large school, in a district, in Europe, too 
poor to furnish the necessary school books. By means of a large black surfa<»' 
(wall or board) he conducted his exercises orally. Though his mode of in- 
struction was most interesting, it was also a severe tax on their young ener* 
gies. When he observed that the pupils became fatigued by the exercises of 
the teaching, he won Id say "let us sing." Its effect was electric, and prew 
pared the pupils for the next lesson. 

The conclusion was, that the senses of sight and hearing (together with 
abject lessons to teach children to think, and exercises in language) sbonld' 
be primarily and carefully trained ; and to effect this, pupils should be exer- 
deed in a progressive and philosophical manner, upon the common objectt- 
which surround and interest them. 

But, to effect thisy we need the best teachers in the Primary Schools, 



IV. JUDICIAL DEClSIOiNS. 



IN THE SUPREME COURT. 
Field vs. The Commonwealth, 

Error to the common pleas of Schuylkill county. 

The Superintendent of Common Schools has no power to remove a County 
Superintendent, except for neglect of duty, incompetency, or immorality; and 
before a removal can take place, there must be a charge against the officer, 
notice to him of the accusation, the hearing of evidence in support of it, and 
an opportunity given to the party of making his defence. 

The courts of common pleas have jurisdiction, in quo warranto^ agaii^st a 
party claiming the office of County Superintendent. 

Opinion of the court delivered by Reed, J. 

LowRiE, C. J., dissenting. 



IN THE SUPREME COURT. 

Conley, et al, vs. The School Directors of West Deer Township. 

The general school law of 8th May, 1854, extinguished all sub-districts that 
had been formed before its passage. 

School directors cannot, by contract, divest themselves of powers which have 
been conferred upon them for a public purpose. 

Error to the common pleas of Allegheny county. 

This was a petition by Nathan Coniey and others, inhabitants of school 
district No. 10, in West Deer township, in the county of Allegheny, for a 
mandamus to John Caldwell and others, school directors of West Deer town- 
ship, commanding them to appropriate a sufficient amount of public money 
for maintaining a public school in said sub-district No. 10 \ to do all things 
needful for keeping open a public school in the school house of said sub-die- 
trict \ to recognize by a proper entry upon their minute book, the legal ej^ 
iatencc of said sub-district ; and to place a competent teacher therein. 

The petition set forth, that, on the 10th September, 1850, the complainant 
and others, made application to the board of school directors for the erection of 
■aid sub- district ; and that a resolution was passed by the board, granting 
them *'*' the privilege of building a house for school purposes, provided they 
build said house at their own expense, and they to draw an equal share of 
thepublic money." 

That the terms were accepted, a site was purchased, and the school hooBa 
erected thereon ; and the directors thereafter annually appropriated $125, Cor 
tbe support of a school therein. That the said school was recognized by thi 
directors as a regularly established public school, from that time until 1857, 
when, without notice to the inhabitants of the said sub-district, they passed a 
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resolution abolishing: said sub-school district ; and had since that time refused 
to appropriate any of the public moneys for the support of the said school. 

The court below refused the application for the writ of mandamus and dis- 
missed the petition ; which was here assigned for error. 

The judgment of the court below was affirmed. 



IN THE COURT OF QUARTER SESSIONS OF BRADFORD COUNTY. 

In the matter of the application to remove three of the directors of Albany 
school district y for refusing to levy tax Jor building purposes, 

OPIMON. 

WiLMOT, P. J. The substantial facts of this case are, that the school houses 
of that township (with the exception of two) were in a dilapidated condition, 
and wholly unfit to keep a school in. A majority in the board could not be 
obtained to levy a tax for building purposes. Three of the board persistently 
refused to levy such tax. The two elected last winter were members of the 
board before, and were re-elected on this issue of tax or no tax for building 
purposes. The whole evidence showed a fixed resolve on the part of the di- 
rectors complained against to resist and defeat indefinitely the levy of a build- 
ing tax, relying upon the hope that at some time school houses would be 
built by voluntary subscription. The other three directors had urged upon 
the board, from time to time, the performance of this duty; two uniformly 
advocated and voted for a building tax. 

It was urged before the court that proceedings in this case should be against 
ail the directors, as a board, and not against a part. The language of the 
statute, if the "worrfs" were in all cases to control the construction, would 
sustain this view. But in construing statutes of this character the spirit of 
the law — that is, the intention of the Legislature, as gathered from the whole 
enactment and kindred legislation — must control. So, in this case, we look, 
if necessary, to all the legislation upon this subject, to find the motive, spirit 
and object of the Legislature in the passage of the particular act or section 
under consideration. 

It is perfectly clear, by the legislation upon this subject, that the Legisla- 
ture contemplated a thorough system of common schools, extending into every 
township and neighborhood. It is no longer optional with the people of a 
district to accept or reject it. The system must be universally carried out, 
and the officers connected with it must perform any duty enjoined. Keeping 
this in view as the controlling object of the Legislature, we must construe all 
legislation so as to give it efl[i»ct. The system is as eflfectually broken down 
by a refusal to tax for school houses, when necessary, as it would be by re- 
fusing to employ teachers. But all this conceded, the question presented ia^— 
Must the whole board be proceeded against and removed for the default of a 
majority or an equal number of its members 1 I answer, no. Such a pro- 
ceeding is unjust, and in no way necessary to reach the end to be attained. 
A statute should never be so construed as to effect injustice and wrong; to 
confound the innocent and guilty, the faithful and unfaithful, in a common 
pmnishment. The plainest dictates of common sense and common justtoe 
are violated in removing from office three faithful direcliors, because of the 
default of three who are unfaithful or negligent of their duties. You give 
efficiency to the law by removing the defaulting officers and retaining those 
who are ready and anxious to discharge their duties^ To whnX e.vA^^'^^ ^VabX 
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purpo9e, consisteD't with and for the advancement of the school system, should 
the faithful directoits be removed 1 I can see no purpose; none can be sug. 
gested. The court surely would not be required to go through the farce of 
removing men from office, and immediately thereupon appointing the sama 
men to the. same office; and yet this our court would surely have done, had 
we felt compelled to remove the three faithful directors of Albany. As the 
consequences of the construction contended for — that all the directors must 
be removed for the default of a part — lead to absurdity and gross injustice, 
and in no way further the great purpose of the law, it must be rejected, on 
every principle that governs in the construction of statutes. 

Having thus established the point, if argument were necessary to establish 
«o plain a proposition, that the faithful director should not be removed from 
office, it follows, of necessity, that you must proceed against that part of tlia 
board who refuse to perform their duty; otherwise the system is ctl'ecluallj 
broken down. Three members of a board can as eflcctually arrest the com- 
mon school system in a district, as if the board were unanimous in opposi- 
tion. What, in such cases, is the plain remedy, suggested by the common 
•ense of any manl Does it in any way advance the end to be reached — the 
faithful carrying out of the common school system — to remove from office 
those who stand with fidelity by their dutyl Certainly not. Yow sustain 
the law and give efficiency to the system by removing tho^e who stand in the 
*way of its execution. Kemoval decreed accordingly. 



